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| CAVALIER, who flat call Damen, 
HT was a5 much reſpected for the fine Qual. 

= ties of his Mind, and the admirable Pro- 
ES T9 portion of his Form, as for his illuſtrious 
RPG Birth. He had diſtinguiſhed himſelf by 
his Valour before he arrived at the Age of two and 
twenty, in a conſiderable Poſt in the Army: But in one 
of thoſe glorious Expeditions of Luis the Great, where 
his Preſence aulmated his Troops, and render d them 
invincible, out young Warrior had the Misſortune to 
break his Arm by a Fall from his Horſe, and by that 
Accident was deprived of continuing to ſerve his Augult 
Maſter, in a Manner which had already attrafted the 
Regards and Praiſes of that magnanimous Monarch. 

Vo II. B Damm 


Damon, whoſe Heart was entirely taken up with 
Glory, was leſs ſenſible of the Pain he ſuſtained by 
this Hurt, than of the Grief for not being able to finiſh 
the Campaign : but, in ſpite of his Neluctance, he was 
obliged to quit the Army, and to ſuffer himſelf to be con- 
ducted to Life, that being the neareſt Town, as well as 
miſt commodious for his Cure. He was lodged at the 
Houſe of a Perſon of Condition ; and one who was no 
lefs reſpected for his Merit, than for a great Employment 
he held there under the Government. This Gentle- 
man was a Widower, and had no other Child than one 
Daughter, who bad been married at the Age of Four- 
teen, and was again reduced to a ſingle State at Sixteen: 
Her Youth and extreme Beauty made her Father think 
his Houſe the moſt proper Place for her Refidence ; and 
as he was under a Neceſſity of ſeeing a great deal of 
Company, and his Aﬀairs not always permitting him 
Time to do the Civilities of his Houſe, the Care of re- 
ceiving the Gueſts was left to his charming Daughter 
Cidalia ; which Charge ſhe ſo well acquitted herſelf of, 
and behaved with ſo much Wit and Modeſty, that they 
went no leſs for her fake to the Houſe of Nicander, for 
fo her Father was called, than to pay that Gentleman 
thoſe Reſpefts which his Poſt exacted from all the 
Officers. 

Cidalia had been near four Years a Widow, when 


Damon was brought to Life and though a conſiderable 
Fortune was added to her Perſections, and many very 
great Offers had been made to her, ſhe had always 
teſtified ſuch a Repugnance for a ſecond Engagement, 
that Nicander, who tenderly loved her, would not go 
about to conſtrain her, but Jeſt her at an entire Liberty | 
on that Article. s 


The Fatal Surprie. 3 
As ſhe was, however, never wanting in thoſe Re- 
ſpets which ſhe thought due to every one, ſhe no ſooner 
heard of the Accident that had happened to Damon, and 
that he was a Man of Confideration, both by Birth and 
Employment, than ſhe ſent to him, and would permit 
kim to lodge in no other Houſe than that of her Father. 
Our young Warrior, who was not in a Condition to 
make any Compliments, teſtify d his Gratitude no other- 
wiſe than by accepting the Offer ſhe made ; and ſuſſer- 
ing himſelf to be conducted, as ſhe order'd, was put into 
the beſt Appartment in Nicander's Houſe ; where, beſide 
the Surgeons of the Army, thoſe who were accounted 
the ableſt in the Town were ſent for to attend him. 
Theſe laſt, by their Care and Skill, ſoon put him in a 
Situation to have nothing to fear for the Conſequence of 
his Hurt, though it was not till after he had ſuffered ſuch 
cruel Pains, as made them apprehenſive for his Life. 

As he was extremely beloved and reſpected, every 
Body took Part in his Misfortune, and not a Day paſt 
without Couriers being ſent from the Army, to enquire 
after the State of his Health. It was a long Time be- 
fore the Phyſicians and Surgeons would permit that he 
ſhould receive any Viſits ; Nicander alone had the Liber- 
ty of ſeeing him, and for that Reaſon he quitted him as 
little as poſſible ; and in theſe daily V ifitations, diſcovered 
in him ſo many fine Qualities, that he could not forbear 
ſecliag for him the Affection of a Father. He ſpoke of 
him continually to all thoſe who were of his Acquaintance z 
and the Character he gave him, joined to the Encomiums 
every one made of his Valour, his Wiſdom, and his Con- 
duct, raiſed in Cidalia the moſt ardent Deſire of ſeeing 
B 2 hims 


4 The Fatal Sueprize. 
him ; but ſhe was obliged to conſtrain it, till it was judged 
Company would not be prejudicial to his Health. | 

The wiſhed-for Time at laſt arrived ; and Nicender had 
no ſooner received Permiſſion from the Surgeons, than he 
began to. conſider of Means which might alleviate all 
the Remains of Indiſpoſition in his Gueſt, and render 
his Recovery, no leſs ſweet than his Agonies had been 
bitter. To this End he order'd Cidalia to viſit him, 
and engage as many as ſhe could of her Friends to fol- 
low her Example. Damon, who till then had only the 
Sentiments of a Man, who looked upon himſelf as be- 
tween Death and Life, could not hear with Indiflerence 
that he was not yet to renounce the Pleaſures to which 
he ſcemed to be born ; and when Nicander, in order to 
prevent his having any Defire to quit his Chamber, told 
him, that the Company which came to his Houſe ſhould 
henceforth aſſemble in his Appartment, and that Cidalia 
his Daughter would receive them there, he felt a Joy 
which made known that he was not become inſenfible ; 
and though he appeared a little perplexed that the Weak- 
| neſs of his Condition would not ſuffer him to prevent 
Cidalia, and teſtified it to Nicander, when he thanked 
Him for all his obliging Cares, yet he alſo ſignifed that 
this laſt Mark of Conſideration for him was not the leaſt 
agreeable of all he had given him. 

The fame Day the beautiful Cidalia, accompanied by 
a Troop of Ladies, came into his Appartment. This In- 
view had ſomewhat in it very fingular : Damon had never 
ſen Cidalia ; they knew not each other but by Name 
and Reputation ; and as ſhe heard he was one of the 
moſt accompliſhed Cavaliers of the Age, ſo had he been 
told, that ſhe was accounted the moſt lovely and moſt 
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ing Lady in all Li: But when their Eyes were 
to be Judges of the Truth of theſe Reports,” 
thought that all that had been faid was infinitely 
of it. Damen ſo heedfully obſerved all the Graces* 
Cidalia, and Cidalia thoſe of Damon, and diſ- 
covered in this firſt Viſit ſo much to be admired, that 
they conceived for each other ſo tender an Efteem, as in 
a little Time converted to a Paſſion which ended not but 
with their Lives. 

Damon, who till this Moment had been capable of 
nothing but ambitious Deſires, and had no other Miſtreſs' 
than Glory, now learned in the Eyes of Cidalia, that it 
was not incompatible with Love ; and that beautiful 
Lady was now perſwaded, that a ſecond Engagement might 
be pardonable, when entered into with a Perſon of fo 
much Merit as Damen. Diſpoſitions of this favourable 
Nature could not be long a Secret from each other ; the 
Cares, the Zeal, the Readineſs to oblige, were in a ſhort 
Time the Interpreters of Cidalia's Heart, as the Reſpecto, 
the tender Regards, and awful Homage of Damen diſ- 
covered the Situation of his: Nor was this mute Lan- 
guage underſtood only by thoſe who practiſed none who 
faw them together but were acquainted with the Mean- 
ing ; and that which rendered this Adventure particu- 
larly remarkable, was, that their Loves were known, and 
publickly diſcourſed on, before Damon had made the 
leaſt Declaration of what he felt. Nicander was one of 
the firſt that perceived it ; and was rejoiced to think his 
Daughter had made a Choice ſo worthy of her ; and that 
ſe accompliſhed a Cavalier as Damon, had an Intention th 
be allied to him. He therefore omitted nothing that he 
B 3 tLoughe. 
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thought might contribute to the fakening thoſe Chains, 
which be ſo carneſtly wiſhed no Chance might looſe 
Among the Number of thoſe to whom theſe Lovers 
mutual Tenderneſs was diſcovered, without their knowing 
it, there was not one who did not approve it, and who 
did not deſire to fre them as compleatly happy, as they 
could wiſh themſelves: The Knowledge of their Senti- 
ments became ſo general, that amongſt all who knew 
them, the Converſation turned on nothing elſe ; every 
one wondered at the Silence they kept to each other, in 
a Tune when thoſe who were even leaſt familiar with 
them, ſaw in their Eyes the Inclinations of their Hearts, 
KNicander diverted himſelf in fecret with the Timidity, 
which hindered the one, as much as the other, from avow- 


ing what he felt and remember'd, That in Love the 


boldeſt Warrior is as fearful as the moſt baſhful Virgin ; 


but not thinking it 'proper the firſt Motion ſhould proceed 
from him, he pretended to take all thoſe Actions which fo 


plainly denoted the ſtrongeſt Aſſection, for Gallantry and 


Politeneſs : But at length Things came to ſuch a Point, 
chat every one ſpoke before them with Freedom of the 
Love they had for cach other ; and the little Raillerie: 
they received on this Occaſion, inſpiring both with more 


Courage, eſpecially Damon, he reſolved to break a Silence, 


which the ſole Fear of offending had made him fo long 
preſerve, It was not yet thought ſafe for lum to quit his 
Chamber ; and the beautiful Cidalia, who gave him as 
much of her Company as poſſible, happening to come 
into his Appartment ſomewhat more early than ordinary, 
and attended but by one of her Women, who was her 
Favourite, and nevergquitted her, he looked on this as 


1 favourable Opportunity, nd from the Moment of 
r 
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The Fatal Surprize. 7 
her Entrance was beginning i conſider in-what Words 
he ſhould declare himſelf. 

. once Tibia doiins 
the very Subject of their Converſation naturally furniſhed 
him with an Occaſion of ſpeaking in the Manner he 
received News from the Army, who teſtified as muck 
Joy at the Recovery. of his Health, as they had done 
Concern for the Accident; What, continued ſhe, can 
be more glorious for you, or more ſatisfaftory to your 
Friends, than that univerſal Efteem you have acquired 

I' confeſs, Madam, anſwered he, that my Vanity is 
ſaſkciently flattered by the Marks of Favour I have re- 
ceived from the Officers of the Army; bat there is 
ſomething within me of a more delicate Nature, which 
makes me pleaſed with the good Opinion- they have of 
me ; and that is, That to be eſteemed by ſo many il- 
luſtrious and worthy Perſons, may in Time render me ſo 
by the incomparable Cidaiia, and oblige her to look 
on the Diſcovery of my Paſſion for her, as a pardonable 
Preſumption. Yes, Madam, continued he, I adore 
you ; and how great ſoever is the Glory of being loved 
by all the World beſide, it can afford me little Satiſ- 
ſaction, without being fo alſo by her whom I alone would 
wiſh to pleaſe. — This Confeſſion, added be, ought 
not to ſurprize you ; a thouſand Voices, before mine own, 
have preclaimed to you that I love: Every one has 
teſtißed an Ambition to make you this Declaration in 
my Favour, before I could aſſume Courage enough to 
do it myſelf ; —— All who know me perceive the Flame 
with which I am animated ; but it is you alone can de- 
cide its Fate, and with it, that of my Life. 


3 The Fatal Surprise. 


Here he ceaſed to ſpeak, and Cidalia, ſmiling and 
bluſung at the ſame Time, replied in theſe Terms ; It 
would be very difficult, ſaid ſhe, for me to feign a Sur- 
prize at this Diſcourſe, ſince ſo many People have diſ- 
poſed me to expect it ; but if the publick Voice has 
made me know your Sentiments, it has alſo inſtructed 
you in mine ; therefore, it would be in vain to deny 
that I efteem you, and even that if the Tenderneſs of 
Cidalia can make you happy, no Man can be more fo. 

The Manner in which ſhe pronounced theſe Words 
had ſomething ſo charming in it, that Damon, tranſported 
with Love and Joy, threw himſelf at her Feet, and was 
about to anſwer her in Words proportioned to the Vio- 
lence of his Love, when Nicander came into the Room, 
and furprized him in that Poſture ; but the good old 
Gentleman, willing to eaſe them of that Confuſion in 
which they both appeared, I rejoice, ſaid he, with a 
Smile, to ſce you thus ; your Silence began to make me 
think the World, who gave you to each other for Lovers, 


were deceived in their Conjeftures. — I wiſh no more 


than to ſee Cidaha thus diſpoſed : — "Therefore go on, 
and compleat my Happineſs, by uniting yourſelves for 
ever to each other. 

Damen, who had quitted the Feet of Cidalia to go to 
Nicaxder, as ſoon as he perceived him, {tretched out his 
Arms to him, and entreated his Pardon for having ſo 
long concealed from him the Secret of his Heart ; and 
conjured him to diſpoſe Cidalia to be entirely favourable 
to him. This amiable Lady, a little perplexed that 
her Father had been Witneſs of her Complaiſance, de- 
dined her Head, and ſpoke not a Ward; but ſeeing 

Nicanaer 


The Fatal Surprize. 9 
Nicander regarded her with an Air, which teſtified he 
approved not of the Conſtraint ſhe put upon herſelf, ſhe 
reſumed her ordinary Gaity ; and as ſhe loved Damer as 
much as ſhe was beloved, and knew the Cheice ſhe made 
of him was approved, ſhe ſuffered her Paſſion to over- 
come that ſcrupulous Modeſty which till now had kept 
her ſilent, and freely avowed the Sentiments of her Soul ; 
and this Sincerity giving full Liberty to that of her 
Father and her Lover, theſe three Perſons entered into 
a Converſation full of Confidence and Tendernels. 

But as Cida/ia was extremely rich, and Danese was 
as yet in Poſſeſſion of no more than an Allowance from 
an Uncle, and the Benefit of his Commiſion in the 
Army, it was agreed upon between him and Nicander, 
that he ſhould write to that Uncle, demanding his Con- 
ſent to the Marriage ; this, as be ſaid, being a Duty in- 
cumbent upon him, that Gentleman having brought ham 
up from his Infancy, and been to him in the Place of 8 
Father ; and beſides, was too opulent for them to neglect 
the Advantages which might accrue from his Approba- 
tion. The tender Cidalia would willingly have paſſed 
over this Article ; but the Delicacy of Damen being wil- 
ling, in eſpouſing her, to offer her a Fortune equal to her 
own, and the Will of Neander, obliged her to ſet Bounds 
to her Generoſity. 

Aſter this they lived together in the Manner of People 
who were in a ſhort Time to be united for ever ; the moſt 
tender Vows pait every Day between them; and not 
imagining that any Obſtacle would oppoſe their Felicity, 
concealed not from their Friends the Concluſion of this 
Aſſair, n 
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them, that on the Diſcovery it was reſolved, there wag 
a univerſal Joy throughout the City. 
Damon being now perſectly recovered, and flattering 
himſelf with the Certainty of his Uncle's Conſent, he 
delayed not to write to him. His Letter expreſſed too 
much Impatience, for his Uncle not to be convinced of 
the Violence of his Paffion ; but his great Age having 
baniſhed from his Memory all the Sweets of Love, he 
little regarded the preſent Warmth of his young Ne- 
phew ; and being an old Courtier, the Fortune of Damon 
ſeemed to him much more worthy Conſideration than the 
Intereſts of bir Heart ; and therefore anſwered him, That 


be could not but appove the Choice he had made of the 


Daughter of Nicaxder ; that the Thoughts of an Alliance 
gave him no lefs Pleaſure than Honour ; but that there 
were certain Family Reaſons, of which he would inform 
him when ſaw him, which rendered it abſolutely neceſ- 
fary he ſhould defer the Celebration of the Marriage till 
aſter the next Campaign. 

He wrote alſo to Nicander and Cidalia much to the 
fame Eſſect, teſtifying a particular Conſideration for 
them, and the Senſe he had of the Happineſs they in- 
tended for his Nephew ; but in ſpite of all theſe Com- 
pliments Dames and Cidalia were cruelly alarmed at fo 
long a Delay of that Satisfaction they had hoped to be 
in Poſleſhon of in a few Days ; however, they were 
obliged to comply with his Will, Nicander judging it 
it proper to give him that Proof of their Obedience. 
This Interval of Time ſerved but to augment the Ardour 
of theſe two Lovers, by affording them a greater Op- 
portunity of knowing the perfe&t Value of each other. 
Damen ftayed at Liſte all the Seaſon deſtined for the Re- 
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poſe of the Troops ; but on the Opening of the Cam- 
paign, took his Leave of Nicander and Cidalia, the Love 
be had for her having not made the leaſt Diminution in 
his Deſire of acquiring Glory. Their Adieu's were ex- 
tremely touching ; and never Separation coſt more Tears 
Dangers to which Damon was going to expoſe himſelf 
every Moment, mingling with the Grief of being abſent 
from him, raiſed ſuch dreadful Idea's in her Mind, that 
the cry'd out, more than once, That be ſhould never fee 
bim more: And Damon, in ſpite of all his Courage, now 
found he was not Proof againſt the Emotions which the 
Condition of his dear Cidalia excited. Both of them, 
however, uſing their utmoſt Efforts to ſubdue a Grief 
which was altogether fruitleſs, he tore himſelf away 
from the ſoft Embraces of his charming Miſtreſs, to re- 
pair to the rough Toils of War, and returned to the 
Army with a Heart no leſs eager for Glory for being full 
of Love. 

This Campaign gave him no fewer Opportunities of 
acquiring Reputation, than the others had done : He 
performed Things which attracted the Admiration and 
Praiſes of all the Generals ; but the more he diſtinguiſh'd 
himſelf by his Valour, the more Cauſe of Terror he gave 
to Cidalia ; and not able to ſupport the: continual Fears 
me was in, ſhe wrote frequently to him, conjuring him 
to preſerve himſelf for her ; and telling him, ſhe looked 
upon the Indiſſerence ke teltify'd for his Life, as a Proof 
cf the little Regard he had for ker. Damon, who con- 
ceived not with what a Force the Apprehenſions fur 
lis Danger had ſeized her, took them only as _ 
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able Exaggerations of her Tenderneſs, and always an- 
ſwered as a Man to whom Honour was of infinite more 
Conſequence than Life. Cidalia was not ſatisfy'd with 
theſe Anſwers ; and having ſeriouſly reflected on the 
Torments ſhe ſhould continually ſuffer in eſpouſing Da- 
mon, if he remained in the Army, took a firm Reſolu- 
tion to oblige him to quit it, and give himſelf entirely to 
her. To this End ſhe employ'd all the Power ſhe had 
over him; and caſily diſcerning that the Family Reaſons 
his Uncle had pretended for the Delay of their Mar- 
riage, were no other than that he imagined it would be 
expected he ſhould part with ſome of his Eſtate in his 
Life-Time, a Thing old Men ſeldom care to do, ſhe ob- 
tained the Conſent of Nicander to neglect that Conſidera- 
tion, and ſuffer them to be united without waiting for 
any Benefit from him, ſhe being in Poſſeſſion of a For- 
tune ſufficient for them both, independent on what ſhould 
hereafter be the Inheritance of Damon. Thus em- 
boldened by her Father's Compliance, ſhe wrote to her 
Lover in the moſt touching Terms, and which would 
beſt make him ſenſible of the cruel State to which the was 
reduced by the Dangers with which he was every Mo- 
ment ſurrounded, conjuring him to ſacrifice his Glory 
and Ambition to her Tendernefs ; and as Heaven had 
made her Miſtreſs of a Fortune confiderable enough to 
require uathing from his Uncle, entreated he would come 
and ſhare it with her, and no longer delay a Union 
which could alone compenſate for the Agonies ſhe had 
ſuſtained fince his Departure : She told him that he had 
enough proved his Courage; and that if Ambition had 
not a greater Empire over his Mind, than the Aſſection 
he kad fo often ſwern to her, he would not kefitate to 

give 
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give her a Satisfaction on which her Repoſe, and, perhaps, 


her Life depended. 

Damon, perſwaded by this Letter of the Reality of 
her Fears, as well as Love, was as ſenſible as poſſible of 
theſe obliging Marks of her Tenderneſs for him ; but 
not being able to quit an Employment which promiſed 
him the moſt ſounding Titles, nor yet to reſiſt the Sup- 
plications of a Woman he adored, he magined he had 
found out an Expedient which would at once ſatisfy the 

Demands both of his Glory and his Love : He anſwered 

the Letter of Cidalla, telling her, That he wiſhed to be 
united to her with greater Ardency than ſhe had teſtified 3 
that he joyfully accepted the tender Offers ſhe had made 
for the Advancement of his Felicity ; and that the Mo- 
ment the Campaign was over, he would come and render 
her abſolute Miſtreſs of his Deſtiny : But begy'd, by all 
the Love ſhe had for him, that ſhe would till then per- 
mit him to remain in his Vocation, He told her, That 
ſhe ought to conſider how ſhameful it would be for him 
to quit the Service at an Age when others but entered 
into it; and that neither the World, nor herſelf, in het 
cooler Moments, could think him worthy of her Eſteem, 
if he ſhould be capable of ſuch a Weakneſs : But alſo 
aſſured her, That for the Calming her Apprehenſions for 
his Life, and to prove how much he cheriſh'd it for her 
fake, he would behave with the utmoſt Caution, and 
expoſe himſelf no farther than lis Honour abſolutely 
obliged him. 

Damon expreſſed himſelf with ſo much Tenderneſa 
in this Letter, that Cidalia doubted not of gaining the 
Victory, if ſhe could join a little Artifice to the Truth : 

C For 
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ſor this End ſhe was ſome Time without writing 0 
Dames ; and when this fincere Lover began to be very 
much diſquieted at a Silence which he had never proved 
fince his Abſence, he received a Letter from her, which 
haſtily opening, he found contained theſe Words: 


To the Too-much-beloved, fince Unloving 


Damon. 


Have mad, fuch Refletions on aur you hade wrote 

to me, as cant be diſpleaſing to you, according to your 
Way of judging Things. —— 1 do T uftice on myſelf —7 
confeſs that I wa; blinded by my Vanity, when I imagined 
that I bad any Thing in me which could merit a Tenderneſi 
from you, equal to vu I bad for you: A: I was 
capable of quitting all for you, I believed you would have 
made no Scraple of ſacrificing to me a Phantom, a Chimeri- 
cal Glory. == But [ was deceived — J acknowledge my 
Error, and aver that the Poſſeſſion of Cidalia, her Faith, 
ber Repoſe, and her Life, are all nothing in Compariſon of 
thoſe Lawwrels you are it purſuit of. — Continue then 
in the Path of Glory — befuate not between that and 
me; —— 1 conſent. But do not think it firange, that te 
put an End to my Alarms, I reſume my Heart, and return 
yours, —— When your Life is no longer of Conſequence to 
me, I ſhall no longer have any Fears for it. — Prei 
me not; therefore, to break through a Reſolution þo neceſſary 
to my Peace ; and be only aſſured, that as it is not in my 
Power to inſpire you with a fincere Aﬀettion, there ir no 
Hausband in the World for 


The Deceived Cipaiia. 
What 
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What Languag* was this for a Man who loved like 
Damon ! Every Sentence ſeemed a Bolt of Ice ſhot 
through his Heart: The Fear of lofing Cida/ia called 
all her Perſections to his Mind, and the Sweetneſs of 
thoſe Moments he had paſſed in her Society. Glory and 
Ambition had now but feeble Force ; he preferred her 
to every Thing and perſwading himſelf that every 
Moment he delayed, ſerved to confirm her in a Reſo- 
lution ſo fatal to his Hopes, he fat down, and wrote an 
immediate Anſwer in theſe Terms, in which he con- 
ſulted only his Love and his Impatience. 


To the ſweet Diſpoſer of my Fate, the in- 
comparable C1DAL1A. 


Come, Madam ; and in ſpite of the Deſpair your u 
Suſpiciont give me, I come more enamour'd than ever. — 
I demand no more than the Time neceſſary to acquit myſelf 
with Honour. —— My Love it tos fincere, and toe violent, 
te permit me to find any Reaſons rentrary to yours 3 and I 
lee you will be cenvinced by the Haſte I will make to obey 
you in this, the moft difficult TajunHion you can lay upon me, 
that there is nothing in tht World which would not with 
the ſame Readineſi be ſacrificed to you by 

The Ever-faithful Da uo. 


There needed no leſs than ſuch an A ſſurance to calm 
the Grief in which this Letter found Ci daa: Nicauder, 
who had been ſick fome Time, had died the Moment 
before the received it; and her Tears for that Loſs would 
have known no Cefiation, but in the Hope of recovering 
her Lover, She wrote to him the fame Night, but con- 
ccaled the Misfortune which had juſt befallen ber, and 

C 2. conjured 
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conjured him in the moſt tender Terms to diſpatch 
bis Aﬀairs with all convenient Expedition, it being ut- 
terly impoſſible for her to ſupport his Abſcace much 
longer. 'The amorous Damond, charmed to have found 
the Means of preſerving Cidalia, continued in his Re- 
folution of quitting the Service, though not without the 
greateſt Difficulty : His Courage frequently revolted 
againſt his Love, and repreſented to him how ſhameful 
un was for a Man of his Age to abandon his King, his 
Country, and his own Glory, to languiſh out a luxurious 
wile Life in the Arms of a Woman: But when he was 
ready to yield to this Kc monſtrance, Love reſuming 
immediately his Empire, brought to his Imagination 
Cidalia in Tears, reproaching his Cruelty, and ready 
to die with the Extremes of Fear and Tenderneſs. And 
this laſt Object fully poſſeſſing all the Faculties of his 
Soul, he gave Jumſelf wholly up at laſt to the Deſire 
of pleaſing her, and ſacrificing every Thing to her. 
What, ſaid he to himſelf, would the Titles I ſhould 
gain in War avail me, if I loſe Cidalia ! for, what 
ſhould I be ambitious of a great Name, when ſhe, whoſe 
Efteem outweighs that of the World, diſdains the 
Pomp ! Ambition, indeed, and Vanity, the ordinary 
Companions of inconſiderate Youth, were the ſole Mo- 
gives, before I ſaw Cidalia, of my aiming at Renown 
and Praiſe ; but the Knowledge of that Charmer has 
made me know, that in poſſeſſing her conſiſts my real 
Happineſs : She has in her all that can ſatisfy my For- 
tune, my Ambition, and my Vanity, thoſe Paſſions for 
which 1 have ſo often hazarded my Life ; why then 
ſhould they not be ſacrificed to her in Name, to blaze 
out in Subilance more bygght than ever? 
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Theſe Refleftions being entirely viftorious over all 
others, he demanded his Diſcharge at the End of the 
Campaign. All the Officers regretted him, as a conſider- 
able Loſs ; but as they were not ignorant of the Love 
he had for Cidalia, and' knew alſo the Advantages of 
fuch a Marriage, they could not blame his ConduR, 
having given too many Proofs of his Courage for them 
to ſuſpect any Thing unworthy of him. His Aﬀairs, how- 
ever, could not be ſo ſpeedily ſet in Order, but that it 
took up three Weeks in preparing for his Departure : 
At the End of which he bad adieu to his Friends, and 
took Poſt for Life. 

Never Lover ſeaſted Imagination with more ſweet 
Idea's, than did Damen during this Journey : — The 
Thoughts of ſeeing Cidalia again, of being united to 
her for ever, the Satisfaction his ready Obedience would 
give that beautiful Lady, and the 'Tenderneſs with 
which ſhe would receive him, tranſported him in ſuch 
a Manner, that fancying ſhe was before his Eyes, he 
ſpoke to her, as if really preſent : —— In fine, all 
that the moſt ardent Paſſion can inſpire, all the Emo- 
tion: that it can excite, were aſſembled in the Heart of 
this impatient Lover, while Night and Day he profe- 
cuted his Journey till he arrived at Liſle : His Agitations 
augmenting in his Entrance into that City, he rather 
flew, than rode toward the dear Place where he expected 
the Reality of thoſe Bleſſings which had been ſo delight- 
fol in their Imagery : when crofling a Street which led 
to that in which was the Houſe of Nicander, he was- 
ſtopped by an infinite Number of People, who preceded- 
and followed a magnificent Funeral. 


Cx The 
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The amorous Damen, whoſe Impatience would now 
not ſuffer him to brook the leaſt Delay, attempted ſeveral 
Times to paſs through the Crowd ; but the Preſs being 
too thick, he was obliged to recede : He demanded of 
one of them, with more Haughtinc's than was natural 
to him at other Times, for whom they made this pom- 


vous Funeral, which by its Magnificence, conſtrained 


him to be an unwilling Witneſs of it. Alas ! replied the 
Perſon he had addreſſed, we cannot do too much Honour 
io the Remains encloſed in that Hearſe : Lie has loſt 
Is utmoſt Ornament in the beautiful Cidalia ; nor can 
ſhe be enough regretted by a City who adored her. The 


Man had no ſooner pronounced the Name of Cidalla, 


than Damon ſent forth the moſt terrible Cry, and that 
Moment fell from his Horſe upon the Earth, without 
either Senſe or Motion, 
This Atton having ſurprized the greateſt Part of thoſe 
wha were near him, many of them ran to his Aſſiſtance ; 
and one of the Perſons who attended the Funeral, run- 
ning to enquire what had happened, no ſooner approach- 
ed the unfortunate Damon, than he knew him; and eaſily 
gueſſing the Cauſe that had- reduced him to this State, 
he ſeparated the Crowd, and had him taken up and 
carried to the Houſe of Nicander ; where all the Fricnds 
of the Father and the Daughter were aſſembled to re- 
ceive him, knowing by his Letters that he would ſoon 
be in Liſe ; intending to acquaint him with the 
' fatal News with as little Precipitation as poflible, be- 
beving it would be difficult for him to ſupport it, if not 

for it in a very particular Manner: But when 
they faw him in this Condition, they doubted not bus 
be was already acquainted with his Misfortune, and en- 
| deavoured 
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deaveured by all the Remedies they could think on, to 

recover him: Which at laſt they did ; but it was in ſo 

long a Time, as made them fear his Soul was departed 
from his Body, to follow that of his dear Cidalia. 

But when he recovered his Senſes, he made no other 
Uſe of them, than to teſtify the Exceſs of his Grief :- 
His Lamentations were accompanied by Actions, which 
could be initigated by nothing but the moſt cruel De- 
ſpair ; and his Friends fearing to augment it by attempt - 
ing to conſole it, gave a Looſe to their Tears, and 
ſeemed no leſs abandoned to Sorrow than himſelf; and 
far from offering any Reaſons for the Moderation of his- 
Paſhon, ſeemed w increaſe it by thoſe he had for Com- 
plaint. By this innocent Stratagem they at laſt brought 
him into a Condition of hearing what they had to ſay to- 
him, though they doubted not but his Grief would be 
renewed at hearing the laſt Marks of the Tendernefs 
of Cidalla. | 

Aſter he had ſaid and done all that a Man outragious' 
with his Deſpair could fay, or do, he defired they would 
inform him of all the Circumſtances of h's Misfortune, 
and wherefore Nicander came not to bear a Part in this 
mournful Aſſembly. One of the principal of the Com- 
pany, named Oronter, who was of the Kindred, and 
had been moſt intimate with Nicander, replied, That is 
ne would promiſe to contain. his Griefs within thoſe 
Bounds which became his Courage and his Virtue, na 
Particular of this cruel Accident ſhould be concealed 
from him: You are even obliged to this, added he, in 
Conſ:deration of Cidala, that beautiful Woman having 
expreſly charged him to have a Care of his Life, to the. 
End ſhe might live in his Memory, ſince ſhe could not. 
live with him. How 
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How great an Authority muſt ſuch a Command have 
on a Man whoſe Obedience was beyond all Bounds, and 
who quitted his Hope of Glory, the deareſt Thing on 


Earth next to herſelf, meerly to oblige ber who now 
ordered bim to live. The unfortunate Dames, who 
ſecretly believed his Grief would carry him to the Grave, 
without committing any Action unworthy of his Con- 
ſcience and of his Reaſon, promiſed Orentes to be no 
leſs ſubmiſſive to Cidz/ia after her Death, than he had 
been during her Life ; and that he would do nothing 
more than the crucl Surprize he had received had already 
made him do. On this Aſſurance Oronte: began, by 
telling him the Death of Nicander, which had preceded 
that of Cidalia no more than three Weeks ; that this 
amiable Lady had concealed it from him, to the End 
no Sorrow might be mingled with the Pleaſure he would 
have in ſeeing her again ; but whether it were her Grief 
for the Loſs of a Father, who ſo tenderly loved her, or 
or whether ſhe had too much fatigu'd herſelf duriag bis 
Indiſpolition, never ſtirring from him, either Night or 


Day, though ſhe had ſo many Kindred, Friends, Phy- 


ficians, and Domeſticks to attend him, ſhe was ſeized 
about cight Days after with a violent Fever, which con- 
tinued upon her, in ſpite of all the Remedies applied to 
her, for more than a Week ; and then raged with greater 
Force than ever, and had Simptoms which allowed no 
Hopes of Life. When ſhe was informed of it, the re- 
ceived the News with the moſt Chrifian Patience; and 
having ſatisßed the Duties of Religion, employed her 
laſt Moments in regulating ber Afairs. Being the ſole 
Heireſs of Nicander ſhe made her Will, in which ſhe 
left Damon the univerſal Legatee, and appointed Oront 

Executor of this Teſtament. All 
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All the Time of this Recital, Damon ceaſed not to fend 
forth the moiſt bitter Sighs, and was ready to expire with 
the Conſtraint he put upon himſelf, not to make known 
the Exceſs of his Deſpair : But Orentes, not willing to 
prolong his Pain, judged it was beſt to inform him of 
every Thing at once, that hereafter they might have 
Occaſion to ſpeak to him only Words of Conſolation, 
preſented to hum that Moment a Letter wrote by Cidalia 
fome Hours before her Death ; as ſhe had not ſealed it, 
our unhappy Lover read it aloud, though with a Voice 
ſcarce intelligible, with Sighs. It was in theſe Terms: 


The Dying Crpatia, to the faithful 
Damon. 


Frard, I conjure you, my dear Damon, what I now 

write te you a; my lofi Words, to the End they may 
be facred to you, and fun] obſerved. —— Lies to re- 
member me : grer 19 your Affifion all that Reaſon 
vill permit on this Orne; notbing 11 more j 
But conſole yourſelf, I command you, and receive the Prei 
I leave you of my Tenderne/ſi, as a Reparation <chich is 
duc to you Since you have guitted all for me, and I am 
abliged to quit you myſelf, it is the leaſl that Duty, Leue, 
and Gratitude exat from me. —— Adicu — My Ten- 
derneſ; has been tes innocent not to permit me to aver T 
carry it with me to my Grave. 


Yours, whilſt CiDaL1a. 


One mutt be in the ſame Situation with Damon, to- 
conceive that of his : He was no longer Maſter of his. 
Tranſports aftcr reading this Letter: They again be- 

came. 
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came ſo violent, that he entirely loſt his Senſes, and 
they were obliged to put him into a Bed, whence every 
one believed he never would ariſe. His Youth, however, 
and the Strength of his Conſtitution, aſſiſting their En- 
deavour, he returned to Life, and to his Reaſon : But it 
was but to conſecrate them both to the Memory of 
Cidalia. As ſoon as he was in a Condition to do any 
Thing, he generouſly diſtributed among the neareſt K in- 


dred of that Lady all that ſhe had beſtowed on him, 


reſerving only one Country Seat, which he knew ſhe 
had much loved. To that he retired, paſſing the Re- 
mainder of his Days in the Study of Chrifian Philoſo- 
phy, in ſpite of all the Sollicitations of his Uncle, and 
other Friends, who neglefied nothing to diſwade him 
Thus he who had been ſo greatly eſteemed for his 
Courage and Conduct, when he lived in the World, was 
the univerſal Admiration in his Retreat, by his Piety, 
Moderation, and thoſe learned Meditations, which the 
fatal Surprize he had received, occaſioned him to make 
on thoſe unexpected Accidents, and unhappy Turns of 
Fate, to which the Life of Man is expoſed. 


NOVEL VII 


—2—“ — 


OA nos Climates in which Love hath 
(. leaft Liberty, are generally thoſe 
n where that Paſſion has the greateſt Force : 
| —_— It is over the Conſtraint of the ſevere 
N Cuſtoms of the Eaffers Nations, the 
rene 
And though the Women are not ſo much confined 
in /ltah as in Twrly, they are not more Mliſtreſſes of 
their Inclinations, nor have leſs Obſtacles to ſurmount, 
When, unhappily for them, their Hearts correſpond 
not with the Pleaſure of thoſe who have the Diſpoſal of 
Vai, which during the Carnival is a perpetual Scene 
of Joy, Gallantry, and Diverſion, is the moſt melan- 
7 cholly in all Jah at other Times, through the enforced 
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Punctuality ; and few Days paſſed over in which they 
had not a private Interview in the Preſence of a Gover- 


nante, leſs ſcrupulous than Madam Contariny, It was © 


in theſe Times, that Antonio informed his charming 
Siſter with every Thing that happened worthy of her 


Curioſity ; and teſtified to her the utmoſt Diſcontent, 
that he was not permitted to introduce her into ſeveral 
amicable Socicties, which he had formed among the 
moſt lovely and worthy Perſons of both Sexes in Vit. 
The young Lſabella beginning to grow weary of her 
Solitude, and thought ſhe was not made to be eternally 
ſhut up, conjured him to uſe his utmoſt Efforts to obtain 
Leave of Madam Contariny for her to partake of the 
Diverſions of the Carnival, that Seaſon being then juſt 


approaching. Antonio promiſed he would do as ſhe de- 
fired ; and to oblige that Lady, as it were, to come into 


Reſerve of the Women, and the perpetual Ceremonies - 
among the Nobility Vet, notwithſtanding this beauti- 
fal City has frequently been the Theatre of many in- 
tereſting Adventure; among which thoſe of the amiable 
Contariny and the young Juftiniany ought to hold the 
firſt Mark. Their Names are ſufficient to inform you 
of their illuſtrious Birth, without rendering neceſlary | 
any other Proof of their Nobility. [/abel/a Contaring © 
was no more than ſeventeen Years old, and lived with 
a Mother, who took as much Care to conceal her, as © 
ſhe might have had Pride in ſhewing her, on account of 
her extraordinary Beauty: Scarce would ſhe ſuffer her 
to be ſeen by Antonio Contariny her Brother, who by the 
Death of his Father was then the Chief of his Houſe. * 
The tender Friendſhip they had for cach other made 
ſuch a Conduct too uncaſy for them to ſubmit to it with 
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his Meaſures, he aſſured Iſabella that he would give a 


great Entertainment in his own Palace ; which, con- 


tinned he, Madam, my Mother cannot oppoſe, it being 
the Cuſtom for all of my Age and Rank to do ſo ; and 
this Feaſt will procure ſeveral others, where you will ce 
enough of the World, and the Pleaſurcs of it, to com- 
penſate for the Time you have loſt. 

He had no ſooner made her this Promiſe, than he 
went ſeriouſly about the Performance of it ; but it was 
not ſo eaſy as he imagined to bring Madam Contarimy to 
conſent to what he wiſhed : She very well approved that 
her Son ſhould make known his Magnitkcence on this Oc 
cafion ; but then ſhe thought ſhe might be diſpenſed with 
from appearing, and coniequently from letting //abe/la be 
ſeen. But Antonio, who had relolved to give this Diver- 
fon to his Siſter, managed with ſo much Artifice, that 
at the laſt he overcame all her Repugnance, not making 
the Propoſal to her till he had taken ſuch Precautions as 
would infallibly hander him from being refuſed. 

This young Lord had an intimate Friend much of 
the ſame Age with himſelf, and deſcended of one of the 
moſt illuſtrious Families in Venice. Joſtiniany, for fo he 
was called, was Chief of his Houſe, as Antonio Contaring 
was of his : All the Qualities which can render a Man 
worthy of Eſteem and Admiration, ſeemed to be aſſem- 
bled in him ; amiable in his Perſon ; charming by his 
Wit ; enchanting by his Eloquence ; honoured for his 
Wiſdom ; almoſt doated on for his Generofity and Sweet- 
nefs of Diſpolition : All theſe Perfetions rendered him 
fo dear to the Republick, that they already ranked him 
among the Number of thoſe great Men, whoſe Birth 
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the ſevere Cuſtoms of the eta, there were few 
Families where he was not joyſully received ; and, as 
every Thing in his Palace had an Air of Eaſe and Liber- 
ty, which was the more ſweet, as it was rare to be 
found in that Country, the moſt illuſtrious of both 
Sexes frequently viſited him. Antonio Contariny was 
linked with him in ſo ſtrict an Amity, that they were 
almoſt inſeparable ; and this Union was of ſuch Advan- 
tage to Contariny, that he was no leſs eſteemed, every 
Body believing that Juffiniany loved him for the Con- 
formity he found in him of himſelf. 

TFuftiniany had neither Father nor Mother ; but there 
lived with him, and ordered every Thing in his Palace, 
the Widow of a Taftiniary, Brother to his Father This 
Lady had two Daughters extremely beautiful, whom 
ſhe educated with no leſs Care than Madam Centariny 
had done IJſabeila, but with much leſs Conftraint ; per- 
mitting them to ſee all thoſe whom their Couſin 7ufini- 
any thought worthy of their Acquaintance. Antonio was 
of that Number, and Madam 7 »//iniany was never bet- 
ter ſatisfied than on thoſe Days in which he came to 
viſit them. She often ſaw Madam Contariny and the 
charming /abella, but never but in an Appartment the 
molt remote from that Part of the Palace where Antonio 
received his Friends, no Man being permitted to par- 
take of their Entertainments. This Lady could not 
forbear reproaching, though with the utmoſt Delicacy, 
the too great Reſerve of Madam Contayiny : "Tis ſtrange, 
methinks, ſaid ſhe, that you ſhould have leſs Confidence 
than myſelf ; Hoyterfia and Lucilia, my Daughters, are 
never debarred from the Converſatian of Seignior Antonio, 

| | bat 


Eſteem acquired him that of Particulars ; and in ſpite of F 
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ar my Nephew 7 uftiniany has never had the Honour of 
Kopearing before the admirable //abella. But Madam 
A ontaring was deaf to all that ſcemed to oppoſe the 
Way of Life ſhe liked, and never anſwered but with 
SF vaGons to all ſuch Attacks. 
S Antonio, however, having, as I have faid, reſolved to 
keep his Promiſe with his Siſter, if by any Means ke 
could bring it about, diſcovered his Deſign to Madam 
7 «/tiniany, and cntreated her to ſpeak tri to his Mother, 
ad endeavour to convince ber, that it was rediculous to 
Aeprive {/abel/a of a Pleaſure, to which the moſt auſtere 
yielded themſelves, without any Prejudice to their Re- 
q pPuUtation. Madam Tuftiniany, who defired no more, 
accepted the Commiliun with Joy ; and not to retard 
that of [/abel/a, went to the Palace of Contaring, The 
fame Day he had meationed this to her, ſhe found the 
ld Lady Alone, Jabel being taken up with her Maſ- 
dier, and glad of this Opportunity of ſpeaking with 
Freedom, ile began with mentioning the Carnival ; and 
ehen, inferiibly, as it were, talking of the Diverſicns, 
Antoni and Tuftiniany, tad the, arc preparing magnih- 
ent Eatcrainments, and, without doubt, Madam, you 
will not deprive us of the Preſence of the charming 
[jabelis this Year, as you have done the preceding ones. 

My Age and Widowhood, replied Madam Contariny, 
not permitting me theſe kind of Amuſements, I think it 
3 ghly improper my Daughter ſhould be there without 
me. Madan, reſumed her Friend, a little piqued at this 

Diſcourſe, my Age and Condition, as well as yours, 
makes my Preſence diſpenſed with on theſe Occafions ; 
however, I ſhould be very ſorry to deprive my Children 
3 of what Pleaſures they may be allowed to take with 
D 2 Honour.— 
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Honour, — We have been young, as they are, and have 
had Mothers no leſs prudent than ourſelves ; yet they 
Od not ſequeſier us from thoſe Entertainments, as you 
do Iſabella — But, Madam, added ſhe, which of our 
Ladies will come to the Feaſts of Seignior Contariny, if 
his Siſter does not grace thoſe made by their Brothers 
or their Husbands ? You will affront every Body by this 
Conduct. I ſpeak not on my own Score, my Friendſtip 
is Proof againſt theſe fort of Caprices ; but all Fence 
in general muſt take it ill to ſce you, the only Lady of 
the Republick, who diſdain a Cuſtom ſo long, and for 
ſuch laudable Ends eſtabliſſicd. — Can you believe this 
Severity will be approved by the moſt rigid of our 
Senators ? It is but in the Time cf Carnival that the 
Pomp and Magnificence of cur Republick is made 
known to Strangers ; — all the Nobles and Citizens 
contribute to it, and participate of it, aud the more 
they do ſo, the more they teſtify the Love of their 
Country: The Men diſtinguiſh themſelves in giving 
Entertainments, and the Women by konouring them 
with their Preſence. | 

Madam Contariny ſeemed a little confuſed to hear a 
Reaſon of State given for a Thing which ſhe had always 
looked upon as wholly indificreat ; and replied to her, 
in a very ſcrivs Tone, That if ſhe imagined ſuch a 
Complaiſance of any Uſe to the Republick, ſhe ſhould 
not fail to tellify it ; ſa d, She never pretended to regu- 
late the Conduct of others by her own ; that every 
Body might act in their own Families as they pleaſed : 
That ſhe did not in the leaſt diſapprove of the Liberty 
Tuiſtniany had introduced in his Palace ; and to prove 
the particular Conide ce ſhe had in her, it ſhould be 
only 
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ouly in her Hands ſhe would put 1/abella, if ſhe were 


XZ obliged to appear at theſe Entertainments, not being able 
to reſolve to go herſelf : But concluded with telling her, 
T the would conſult with her Son on this Aﬀair, and be- 


have according to his Advice. Madam Tuftiniany was 
ſatizfed with this Promiſe ; and having thanked her tor 
the good Opinion ſhe had of her, took her Leave as 
ſoon as ſhe could conveniently to inform Antonio of 
what ſhe had done. 

She found him with her Nephew, both of them 
expecting her Return with an equal Impatience, though 
for very diſſerent Motives : Contariny had no other View 
than to draw his Sifter from that eternal Solitude, in 


S which the had lived ; but 7u/tiniany had within him an 


Impulſe of a warmer Nature, which made him deſire 
the Sight of /fabella : "The high Character his Aunt and 
Couſins had given of that Lady, had filled him with 
Sentiments, which wanted nothing but her Preſence to 
convert into a moſt violent Paſſhon. Theſe two Friends 
heard with Pleaſure the Diſpoſition of Madam Contaryny ; 
but 7u«/tiniany thought it too long to wait till the Car- 


> nival for the Bleſing he ſo ardently wiſhed : Is it im- 


nolſible, ſaid he to Antonio, for you to find ſome Means 
of permitting me to ſee your divine Sifter before ſhe 
apprars to the Eyes of others? Ah, my dear Antonio / 
if your Friendſhip for me were equal to that I have for 
you, you woyld prove it on this Occaſion with the ſame 
Readineſs I ſerved you, when you deſired it of me. 
Contariny eahly comprehended the Meaning of theſe 
Words : He was paſſionately in Love with the beautiful 
Hertenſia, the elder of the two Daughters of Madam 
Tuſtiniany ; It was by the * of this Friend _ 
| 3 
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he enjoyed the Pleaſure of ſeeing her every Day ; and as 


the Power he had over his Aunt, he thought he could 
not better promote his own Defires, than in ſatisfying 
thoſe of Fuſftiniany, though he little imagined that any 
Emotion of Love had excited this Curiofity. If I had 
been able to divine your Sentiments, anſwered he, I 
proteſt to you, my dear Tuftiniany, you ſhould long 
fince have found how ready I was to comply with them ; 
but you acquainted me not with them before, and it i- 
not in my Power to fatisfy you the ſame Moment. 
Madam Tufinizry being withdrawn during this Con- 
verſation, left by her Abſence an entire Liberty to 
her Nephew to explain himfelf, which he did in theſe 
Terms: It is true, faid he, falling upon the Neck of 
Artenio, that I have concealed from you till now the 
Inquietudes I have laboured under, flattering myſelf that 
Madam Juſtiniam would be able to obtain from your 
too-ſcrupulous Mother the Permiſſion of preſenting me 
to //abe/la, without being obliged to diſcover to you 
thoſe Emotions, which I feared you would look on as 
Chimerical for a Perſon I had never ſeen ; but finding 
no Hope of obtaining my Defires by her Means, 1 
confeſs to you, my dear Contariny, that it is impoſlible 


for me to contain myſelf any longer: I doubt not but | 


that this Impaticnce will be the entire Loſs of my Liber- 
ty ; but I muſt yield to Fate, and that irreſiſtable Im- 
palſe, which will not ſuffer me to enjoy a Moment's Re- 
poſe, till I have beheld the Charms of 1/abel/a. — I can 
hut die ; and would chuſe to do fo, rather than remain 
in the State I now am. — I never ſaw your incomparable 
Siſter, yet is her CT 


be expected the Completion of his Happineſs only by 
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hat Herres and Laciha have told me of her, is Night 

1 Day in my Mind. — What ſhall I fay ? dear Friend 
Sexcuſe my Weakneſs ; — I am amorous in Idea, and 
burn to be ſo in Reality. 

* 7uftiniany prononounced theſe Words with ſo much 
Fire, that Corterivy could not keep himſelf from 
laughing ; but as his own Paſſion for Horrenfia rendered 
him indulgent to that of others, he reſumed an Air lit 
tile leſs ſerious than that of his Friend, to afſure him, 
hat he ſhould think himſelf the Happieſt of Mankind, 
if the Sight of /G@be//a might have the Power of main- 

taining in him that Idea he had formed of her. After 

X this, he pauſed ſome Time, to conſider by what Strata- 
X gem he ſhould be able to introduce him, without giving 

* Suſpicion to Madam Contariny, to whom he knew it 

would be fruitleſs to propoſe it : He found none more 

ſure than to make him paſs for a Painter, lately arrived 
= from Reme, and to ſpeak of him to that Lady under the 
[7 Pretence of drawing the Picture of 17/abe//a. This Ex- 
peqdient appeared ſo charming to Taffiniany, that h& con- 
[ jured Antonio not to delay putting it into Execution; 
telling him, he could perſonate ſuch a Character much 
better than any other, having Skill enough in Painting to 
de able to take the exact Likeneſs of any one. 

They agreed that Iſabella ſhould alſo be deceived, to 
the End her Heart might be entirely without Prepoſletſion, 
and at Liberty to act as Nature directed but, as it 
ſeemed neceſſary to have ſome Aſſiſtants in this innocent 
Deception, they reſolved that Flartegſia and Lucilia ſhould 
be let into the Secret, and be Witneſſes and Partakers of 
the Pleaſure they propoſed to themſelves in it: They 
had no ſooner regulated. the —}_ 


J 
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ſhould procceed, than they went about the Accompliſh- 
ment of it ; «'* ile TJ uſtiniany informed his Couſins 
of what they were to do, Artemis returned to his Palace; 
where Madam Contariny immediately related to him the 
Converſation ſhe had with the Aunt of Tuſtiniany. 
Seignior Contariny waited but till ſhe ſhould ask his Ad- 
vice, to ſpeak to her with Freedom ; and then told her, 
that Lady had delivered her Sentiments as a faithful 
Friend ; that he was too converſant in all the great 
Families in Janice, to be ignorant what they thought of 
her Severity, and that it was generally condemned. 
This laſt Attack abſolutely determined what they wiſhed, 
and ſhe promiſed to truſt bella in the Hands of Madam 
Juftiniany all the Time of the Carnival. 

Antonio then changuig the Diſcourſe, told her with 
an Air too indificrent to be ſu pected of Deſign, That 
there was lately arrived at Juice one of the moit famous 
Painters in the World ; that he had already drawn the 
two Daughters of Madam Jiu, to the ut mod Per- 
ſec tion, and that he deſigned to have his own Picture by 
bis Hand. Madam Cesar, who had an extreme 
Tenderneſs for luc Daughter, and with Juſtice re- 
garded her as the mot beautiful Perſon in all Trab, 
replied to her don, "That he ſhould begin with [/abella ; 
and defired he would entreat Herten and Lucilia to 
bring hum to their Palace, I can preſent tum to you, 
as well as they, faid Antonio ; I made a Friendſhip with 
him when on my Travels; and I flatter myſelf he will 
do for me, what perhaps he will not for thoſe Ladies. 
He is a Man pretty particular, and knous the Value of 
kimſelf too well, to he very prodigal of hus Viſits ;, how- 
ever, 1 will undertake to bring him to you to-morrow, 
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: and engage Madam 7 »ffiniany to permit her Daughtery 
to come, and divert my Siſter all the Time ſhe fits. 


Madam Contarixy and her charming Daughter, who 


J was preſent at this Entertainment, found it ſo natural, 
that they ſuſpected nothing ; and the artful Anrome fo 


well knew how to magnify the Worth of the Painter, 
that they thought themſelves obliged to him for procuring 
ſo great an Artiſt to work for them ; eſpecially [/abe/ia, 


J | who was no ſooner in her Appartment, than ſhe made 
F | him be called, to thank him for the Care he had taken 


to engage the Permiſſion of Madam, her Mother, for 
her quitting for a I ime that ſolitary Life, and procuring 
ber thoſe Pleaſures ſhe had ſo long been refuſed. IF 
you were not my Brother, ſaid ſhe to him, with the 


moſt amiable Smile, I would teſtify my Gratitude by 


making you a Preſent of the Picture that is to be begun 
Tomorrow; but that would be a Giſt would touch 
your Heart but faintly, and I believe it will be better if 
I can prevail with Hortenſia to recompence what you 
kave done for me. 

You are enough dear to me, replicd Antonio, with 
tie ſame Gaiety, for me to wiſh you ſhould be always 
preſent to my Eyes; but as for your Picture, I believe 
it will be proper to preſerve it as a Reward for that 
Heart you ſhall think moſt worthy among the Number 
of thoſe that will be offered you at our Feaſts this Car- 
nival. Ah, my Lord ! cried ſhe, haſtily, mingle nothing 
Vexatious With the Pleaſures you prepare for me: — If 
I accept a Heart, I muſt alſo give one ; and I proteſt 
to you, I would rather chuſe to be for ever debarred from 
all Diverſion, and never ſee a Face but that of Madam 


Contariny, than to loſe my Repoſe by embarking in the 
Sex of Paſſion. Antonia, 
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Antonio, willing to be acquainted with her Sentiments, 
demanded of her, whether the Leſſons of Madam, bi 
Mother, had inſpired her with thif Fear, or if of her- 
ſelf ſhe had taken ſo much Averſion for Love? No, 
my Lord, replied this witty and heautiful Lady, the 
Severity of Madam Contarinz would never ſuffer her to 
mention Love before me; but I have no nerd of any 
Arguments from her, to make me know what that 
Paſſion is ; that which you feel for Horterfia, and the 
Tenderneſs ſhe has for you, have ſufficiently inſtructed 
me in the Emotions of tl.at Paſton ! Your Sentiments 
have enlightened mine, and made me ſenſible, that if T 
ever love, I ſhall be the mod unhappy Woman in the 
World. My Mother would not ſuffer herieif to comply 
with any Choice of mine; and, I Know, has Thoughts 
for my Eſtabliſhment, very diflerent from what I could 
- wiſh ; —how wretched, therefore, ſhould I be, if, when 
ſhe reſolves to diſpoſe of my Hand, I fould have diſ- 
poſed of my Heart to another ? — And this it is which 
renders Love ſo formidable to me. 

Antonio, who loved his Siſter with the moſt tender 
Friendſhip, and fincerely wiſhed a double Marriage with 
the Family of Tu/tiniary, aſſured that agreeable Lady, 
that all the Power which the Title of Chief of his Houſe 
gave him, ſhould never be employed, but to render her 
happy. He told her alſo, that he had a Friend, whoſe 
Merit made him wiſh ſhe might have the Fortune to 
pleaſe him ; that ſhe would ice him at the Carnival; 
and, added he, I am very much miſtaken if your 
Averhon for Love continues after being acquainted 
with him. The young [/abel/a anſwered to this Diſ- 
courie no otherwiſe than as 4 Plcaſantry ; _— 
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parted for that Time with nothing diſturbing in their 
Imaginations. 

Antonio went the next Morning to the Palace of his 


3 Friend ; and having told him the Situation of Things 


with Madam Contarin, the other advertiſed Hortenfia 


| and Lacilia, who both quitted Home immediately, in 


order to be with //abe//a before her Brother ſhould re- 
turn with the pretended Painter. They concealed this 


; | Stratagem from Madam TJaftiniany, fearing ſhe would 


not approve of it ; but, as ſhe was accuſtomed to let 
her Daughters go as frequently as they pleaſed to 1/abe/la, 
ſhe-was not ſurprized at this Viſit ; which they pretended 
to her they made, to congratulate her on having ob- 
tained Leave to be preſent at the Diverſions of the 

Madam Contariny received them with a great deal 
of Pleaſure, and defired them to tell her ſincerely, if her 
Son had not flattered the Roman Painter in the Deſcrip- 
tion he had given her of his Art. Hortenfia and Lucilie 
ſpoke of him yet more advantageouſly than Antonio had 
done, and gave the old Lady an extreme Curioſity to 
ſee him ; but for /fabe//a, a ſudden Melancholy that 
Inſtant ſeized upon her Spirits ; and all the Efforts ſhe 
was able to uſe, were incapable of diſſipating it: As ſhe 
knew no Reaſon for it, ſhe imputed it to that Conſtraint 
People generally put upon themſelves, when they are 
to fit for their Pictures ; but ſhe remained not long in 
this Error, the Preſence of Tuftiniany ſoon made her 
ſenſible of the Source of theſe interior Movements. 

As for this young Nobleman, he waited with an in- 


expreſſible Impatience for the Hour in which it was 
proper to viſit Ladies ; and when it arrived, was taken 
| with 
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with a ſudden Trembling, of which he was not Maſter. ? 
Contariny perceived it ; and being of a gay and ſprightly 2 
Diſpoſition, extremely rallied him upon it. Puftiniany ? 
endeavoured to anſwer him in the ſame Tone, but in vain; * 
a ſecret Fear, of which he could not comprehend the 
Meaning, chilled all his Blood, and rendered him for | 
ſome Moments more like the Ghoſt of Jima, than | 
the living Man. In this Diſpoſition of Mind he entered 
with Antonio to Madam Contariny ; who having never 
ſeen Juin am, rendered it not difficult to preſent him 
to her under another Name: She was with her Daugh- * 


ter, Hortenfia, and Lacitia, when Antonio conducted him 


to her Appartment: Behold, Madam, faid he, the ſa 
mous Leonce, of whom you heard me ſpeak, and whom 
I entreat you to receive, leſs for his great Skill, than 
for the Friendſhip he has for me. While he ſpoke, 
Iſabella and Juftiniany regarded each other with an 
extreme Attention ; Madam Contariny had no leſs for © 
the young Painter: She found in his Countenance, and 
a bout his Air, a certain Grandeur which ſurpriſed her: 
ſhe gave him the moſt obliging Reception, and perceiving | 
his Eyes were continually on {febell/a, evenwhile he was Þ 
returning her Civilities, Do you find any Thing, faid 


ſhe, with a Smile, in the Features of my Daughter 


worthy of your Pencil? Ask me rather, Madam, 
anſwered he, if my Pencil is worthy to draw the Lines of 


ſo adorable a Face ? Seignior Contariny had before in- 
formed me ſhe was a Beauty of that Kind, which it is 
impoſſible to diſeribe juſtly ; but he muſt own with me, 


that all he told me is infinitely ſhort of what my Eyes 
inform me. This kind of flattering Gallantry, ſaid 
Labella, buthing, I think, is one of the Perſections of 
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2 Painter ; therefore we ought not to be ſurprized at that 
Lese, who excelling all of his Profeſſion in the other 
Parts, muſt alſo do ſo in this. Tyfiniany replicd not to 
theſe Words, but by a Look which pierced the very Soul 
of this beautiful Maid ; and while he was preparing 
every Thing to begin the Picture, ſhe took that Op- 
portunity of examining him more heedfully : She ima- 
gined that ſhe found in him too many Charms for an 
ordinary Perſon, and too much Liberty for a Painter 3 
and as the little Acquaintance ſhe had with the World 


d not inſtrufted her in the Art of Diſſimulation, all 
" i that paſſed in her Mind appeared too plainly in her 
4 Eyes, to eſcape the Penetration of Antonio, who care- 
al obſerved the leaft of her Actions. Hortenfia and 
" ile, who longed for the Abſence of Madam Conte- 
a , prefled the Painter to begin his Work ; and that 
„ Þ& Moment was one of thoſe which cauſed the moſt Diſ- 
order in the young Heart of [/abe/la. Seignior 7 uftini- 
, over whom by this Time Love began to have 
aa Power, prolonged as much as he could, without 
' if ſeeming to do fo, the Time in getting ready his Ma- 
> Þ terials, and placing her in an advantageous Attitude 3 
. taking the Freedom of a Painter, ſometimes in 
„ Þf fouching her fine Hands, uncovering her Neck, ad- 
„ ling the Locks of her Hair, and obliging her to fix 


her Eyes on his, kindled a Fire in both their Hearts, 
= which in the whole Time of their Lives could not be ex- 
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„ FF tinguiſhed : At laſt, having taken up his Palet and Pen- 
all, he began his Work ; and Madam Contaring having 


* 
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8 3 ſayed a few Moments, retired, to the great SatisfaQtion 
4 ol all theſe young Perſons. She was no ſooner gone 
FI than Confariny addreſſing himfelf to his Siſter, My dear 
a 4 F Wlatella, 
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to him, if to make a perſect Piece there needs no more 
than to contemplate the Original carefully, yours will 
certainly be very exact, fince Lance has paſt as much 
Time in looking on you, as was ſufficient for the firſt 
Draught of your Picture. 

For my Part, added Herten, without giving her 
Leave to reply, I am a little jealous of this extraordinary 
Attenſion, Lance not having taken half this Pains with 
me. You are ſo beautiful, faid Iſabella, regarding her 
with the utmoſt Tenderneſs, that your Image was, with- 
out doubt, immediately imprinted on the Mind of Leonce, 
| and rendered it unneceſſary he ſhould give himſelf the 
ſame Trouble as with me. You have not hit upon the 
Fact, my dear [/abella, replied Lacilia, with a gay Air ; 
there are ſtrong Reaſcns why Leonce ſhould not be ſtruck 
with the Beauty of my Siſter, as with yours. — He 
is the Friend of Antonio, and that alone would have 
been ſufficient : — But here nothing conſtrains his Heart 3 
and it is to delineate you the better that he takes all this 
Care, with which they {ſeem to reproach him. How 
happy, Madam, am I, aid Jafiniawy, that the amiable 
Lacilia fees fo well into my Thoughts, and alſo informs 
you of them: But, Madam, continued he, vouchſaſe 
to favour me with a Glance, ſuch as that you juſt now 
_ gave Tiertenfia ; it is abſolutely neceſſary to enable me 

| "> of SF Fen 

I/abella, whoſe Diſorder augmented every Word the 
feigned Leonce fpoke, and obſerving ſome myſterious Signs 


her Eyes; and calling to Mind all ſhe had heard of 


Jaan, was pretty near gueſſing the Truth, or rather 
her 
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her Heart informed her of it : From the firſt Moment 
ſhe beheld Leonce ſhe was not as before, and could not 
forbear, though ſhe knew not why, wiſhing him of a 
Birth equal to her own ; but now a thouſand ſtrange and 
various Ideas ran through her Thoughts. However, as 
ſhe knew not whether her Brother had deceived her in 
Concert with the two Siſters, or if the gecret was only 
between the Painter and himſelf, ſhe judged it beſt not 
to diſcover any Thing of her Suſpicions ; and feigning 
like the others, became lefs timid in the Idea, that Leonce 
was not what he affefted to appear. Reſuming her ordi- 
nary Gaiety, ſhe replicd with o much Wit and Spirit to 
all the Raileries of Antonia, Hertenfia, and Lucilia, that 
Jalinias became quite loſt in Love and Admiration z 
and it is poſſible, even in this firſt Interview, had declared 
his Sentiments, if Madam Contariny had not hindered 
him from doing ſo, by coming into the Room. They 
all aſſumed their former Gravity when they ſaw her 
appear ; and, as Antonie was willing to give his Friend 
the ſame Satisfattion for ſeveral Days together, he told 
him, he had done enough for once, and defired he would 
come again the next Day. 

Tuftiniany, who comprehended the Intention of 42 
quitted his Work ; but not without an extreme Diſquiet 
to be obliged ſo ſoon to be ſeparated from the lovely 
Labella, He gave a deep Sigh at putting up his Pencil ; 
which the fair Contariny hearing, anſwered with another, 
even without knowing ſhe did ſo: — Her Heart was no 
more her own ; and whatever Conſtraint ſhe put upon 
herſelf, ſhe could not hinder the tranſported 7u/tiniany 
from perceiving that the Sight of him had not been in- 
different to her. 
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As for him, there needed no more to render him the 
moſt enamoured of all Mankind ; nor could all he might 
hereafter diſcover of the Perſechons of Iſabella, be able 
to give much Additicn to the Violence of that Paſſion he 
was already inſpired with. Hertenfia and Lacilia fayed 
to dine with Madam Contariny, and paſſed with her and 
Iſabella the Remainder of the Day, though they had no 
Opportunity of entertaining that young Lady in particu- 
lar all che Time. Antonio, who had followed 7aftiniary, 
was no ſooner at Liberty to ſpeak to him without Wit- 
neſſes, than he demanded of him bew he liked //abella ? 
and if his Curioſity was ſatisfied ? 7uf(iniany thought him- 
ſelf affronted by this Queſtion, imagining that to have 
ſeen that incomparable Lady, might be ſufficient for any 
to be as much enchanted with her as himſclf ; and that even 
her Brother had not been exempted from the Sentiments 
ſhe had inſpired him with: But a Moment after he 
naked Pardon of his Friend for this wild Salley, and fo 
plainly diſcovered to him all the Emotions of his Heart, 
that he had no room to doubt of the Violence of his 
Paſſion ; and it is certain that all the Examples Hiſtory 
and Obſervation affords us, none ever equalled that of 
his, which begun only by a imple Recital, and in one 
View roſe to a Height excecding thoſe moſt confirmed 
by Time and Obligations : But this ardent Flame was 
not unaccompanied by an almoſt adequate Share of Diſ- 
quiet ; the Severity of Madam Contariny, the unbounded 
Authority ſhe maintained over her Children, and the 
Fear that ſhe had deſtined her Daughter for ſome other, 
mingled the moſt cruel] Tortures with the ſweet Ideas 


he at firſt had formed. 


He 
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He diſguiſed nothing of bis Thoughts from young 
Comtariny ; who promiſed to ſerve him ſo well with his 
Mother, that there ſhould be nothing to be feared from 
her ; and told him, that her Conſent was a Thing he 
ſcarce doubted, fince there could not be a more illuſtrious 
Alliance offered. On this the two Friends reſolved, that 
as ſoon as they ſhould know the Sentiments of Tfabella, 
TJ uſtiniany ſhould engage his Aunt to break it to Madam 
Contariny, and propoſe Hortenfia for Antonio, and the 
beautiful //abe//a for himſelf, to the End theſe two Mar · 
rages might be celebrated in the Time of the Carnival. 
While theſe two young Noblemen were thus entertain- 
ing themſelves with the Ideas of their approaching Fe- 
licity, the charming /abe/la, after the Departure of 
Hoertenfia and Lacilia, had ſhut herſelf up in her Cham- 
ber, calling to her Mind all the Actions of the Painter, 
his Wit, his Graces, and the tender Regards he gave 
her ; and indulging this pleaſing, but dangerous Con- 
templation, yielded her Heart inſenſibly to the whole 
Power of that Paſſion, whoſe leaſt Attacks ſhe had ſo 
lately dreaded, and reſolved to ward againſt. 

Her Youth and little Experience did not hinder her 
from knowing to what Motive her preſent Diſquiets were” 
owing ; — She bluſh'd at the Thoughts of it ; the burſt” 
into Tears : But Modeſty and Grief were feeble Antugo- 
nifts againſt that more prevailing Paſſion, which now 
had taken Poſſeſſion of her Soul: — In vain the en- 
dea voured to vanquiſh her Tenderneſs, by perſwading 
herſelf that Leonce was really a Painter; in vain the 
Pride of Blood remonſtrated to her, that ſhe was born 
for nothing leſs than the firſt of the Nobility, and that 
it was ſhamefal for her to entertain the leaſt Thought 
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of any other: the Image of Lee, in ſpite of all the 
could do, preſented itſelf to her, not as what he appeared, 
but ſuch as ſhe wiſhed him to be, illuſtrious by his 
Birth, honoured with high Dignitics, a Member of the 
famous Senate of Nice in fine, ſuch as Juftiniany was, 
if he was not the fame, This laſt Idea afforded her fo 
much Delight, that ſhe could not find in her Heart to 
give any Room to thoſe Suggeſtions which would 
dftroy it. : 
Her different Reflections had carried her a great 
when Contariny, having quitted his Friend, 
came into the Chamber: She changed Colour at ſeeing 
| kim approach z and this tender Brother not judging it 
proper to railly with ber, as he had done with 7ufiniany, 
- accolting her with a ſeriom Air ; You have charmed 
Leonce, my dear 1/abrila, ſaid he g if he were Maſter of 
the Univerſe, he would lay it at your Feet ; and I with, 
fpr your Happineſs and mine, that his Perſon had made 
er 
on his. 
Of what Conſequence can it be to you, my Lord, 
replied ſhe, looking carneſtly on him, that Leoner ſhould 
be pleaſed with me, or I with him ? It is of fo much, 
«ned he haſtily, that I muſt hope for no Felicity in 
Life, if he has the Misfortune to be difagreeable to you. 
You are too dear to me, ſaid ſhe, for me to have any 
any Sentiments contrary to Yours ; and if I had an 
Averſion to Leonce, would force myſelf to overcome it, 
not to contribute to your Misfortune. But, my Lord, 
continued ſhe, explain yourſelf more clearly, if you 
would have me anſwer direftly ; let me know why, to 
compleat you Happineſs, I muſt love Leone , You 
brought 
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brought him to me as a Painter z and as ſuch I ſee 
ſhould hinder me from forgetting him, when my Picture 
is done. Is it in your Power to do fo? interrupted 
Antonio haſtily : Has this pretended Painter nothing in 
his Perſon or Behaviour which can oblige you to retain 
him in your Memory ? — Speak, continued he, per- 
ceiving ſhe was a little confuſed : Confide in a Brother 
who never concealed any Thing from you. What 
would you have me ſay ? replied [fabe/la, with the 
moſt charming Air ; you have too far examined me, 
to be ignoraut of what I think : You have deceived me : 
Leonce is not what he appears ; and you have broaght 
me in one dangerous Moment, to that which I would 
have avoided my whole Life. — My Heart predicted 
my Misfortune juſt before the Entrance of that fatal 
Painter: The Sadneſs I was then ſeized with, was un- 
doubtedly the Omen of that ſtrange Revolution of Sen- 
timent you had reſolved to bring about. 

But, my Lord, never accuſe any but your ſelf of my 
falling into this Dilemma ; and fince you have cauſed the 
Evil, repair it, at leaſt, by ſuffering me to bluſh no 
longer for the Choice my Heart has made. Ah, cried 
Contariny, tranſported with Joy, it cannot be more 
glorious, ſince Jafiniam is the Objeft ! My dear 
Iſabella, continued he, love as you are beloved, if you 
would render me Poffefſer of the beautiful Herten. 
The Purchaſe of her Hand is yours ; and if you do not 
wiſh to ſee me dead, you will not contradict my Deſires. 
No, my Lord, replied //abe/la, with a Sigh, you will 
not die, if your Life depends on my Sentiments for 
Tuſtiniany : They are but too conformable to your Will; 
but my Heat, rn 
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now threatens me with Ills that make me tremble ; and 
Madam Contariny is of a Humour which augments my 
Pear and my Inquietude. Antonio neglected nothing 
chat might drive ſuch Apprehenſfions from her Mind ; 
and told her, That Madam 7uftiniany, at the Sollicita- 
tions of her Nephew, would make the Propoſal, after 
he had ſeen her three or four Times more, as he in- 
tended to do, under the Pretence of drawing her Picture. 
His Birth, Eſtate, and Titles, were too advantageous for 
the tender 1/abel/a not to give into her Brother's Rea- 
ſons ; the caſily abandoned Lericlf to the ſweet Hopes he 
had given her, and thought of nothing now bat the 
Pleaſure of ſeeing him again. Theſe two Lovers, 
though diſtant from each other, were no leſs united by 
the Force of Imag nation Whether [/abe/la was in 
the Arms of Sleep, or awake, and in Company, ſhe 
entertained only 7aftiniany and the enamour'd Venetian 
had the amiable //abe//a for ever with him. In fine, 
this mutual Tenderneſs had Conſequences too extra- 
ordinary not to be extreme in its Beginning ; and all 
that can be ſaid, all that can be conceived of that 
Paſſion, would be inf nitely ſhort of what was felt by 
this amiable Pair. 

The Morning no ſooner appeared than the Impatience 
of 7uftiniany made him quit his Bed; and Time feem- 
ing to move with icaden Feet, he bchaved to all about 
him with a Peeviſhneſs which they were not accuſ- 
tomed to find in him: At length, believing it not an 
improper Hour to go to the Palace of ontariny, he 
flew thither. Antznio received him in his own Appart- 
ment ; and it Leing yet too early to go into that of the 
Lagies, was glad of the Opportunity of informing 

this 
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this dear Friend of the Converſation he had with 
Habella on his Scoce. 

7 uſftiniany, who languiſhed between Hope and Fear 
for the Certainty of that beautiful Lady's Opinion of 
him, delayed not to queſtion Aatenio. You have nothing 
to defire, my dear Juffiniany, interrupted he, embracing 
him ; thoſe fine Qualities which gained you the Heart 
of the Brother, have had no leſs an Effet on that of 
the Siſter ; and 1 dare anſwer, that with what Ardour 
ſoever you regard 1/abe/la, the will ſhortly return it 
with a no-leſs Proſuſion of I enderneſ. Tufftiniany was- 
too-truly enamour'd to receive ſuch News with Modera- 
tion ; his Happineſs was ſo great, he ſcarce could think 
it real; Flatter me not, ſaid he, my deareſt Contariay 3 
I know myſelf, and I know that it beloags not to the 
divine 1/abe//a to give her Heart at firſt Sight. My 
Paſhon is too extreme to ſuffer me to live a Moment 
in the Belief that I am hated ; but I have not Vanity 
enough to think I am beloved. 

Antonia, who was reſolved to convince him of his 
good Fortune, repeated to him all that had paſſed be- 
tween {/abel/a and himielf ; and by this Recital filled 
him with ſuch Tranſports of Joy, that Contariny had no 
room to doubt the Sincerity of his Love: He was, how- 
ever, obliged to conſtrain them, to appear before the 
Eyes of Madam Contariny, who that Moment fent to 
let them know they might come into her Appartment. 
Juſtiniany followed Antonio with a Fear and Agitation, 
which made him laugh, not being able to pardon ſuch 
Emotions, after what he had told him: But i is the 
Nature of all great Paſſions, that whatever Certainty 
W 
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ſhall be fo enough. The two Friends found with 
Madam Contariny and her Daughter the amiable Her- 
tenfia and Lucilia : The Face of Iſabella was all covered 
whh a Scarlet Bluſh af Sight of Jufiniary : She had 
that Morning an Opportunity of a private Converſation 
with the two Siſters, and was informed by them that 
they knew the feigned Leonce ; and their Conf dence 
having exacted the ſame from her, ſhe was yet in the 
Confuſion of having declared the Secret of her Heart, 
when Tu/liniany appeared: She took all poſhible Care 
to avoid his Glances ; but Love, and the Cares of a 
Painter, obliged her to turn her Eyes upon him: It was 
then that the amorous Leonce, taking the Advantage 
his Profeſſion gave him, made his own Specch in 2 
Language which Iſabella, though ignorant of till then, 
could not help anſwering with the ſame Eloquence : 
"This mute Converſation had ſo many Charms for both 
of them, that they entirely forgot Madam Contariay 
was preſent : Tu/tiniany, who no longer knew himſelf, 
had dropped his Pencil and his Palet, and was y 
roſe from his Seat to throw himſelf at the Feet of 
. Iſabella ; when Antonio, perceiving his Tranſport, ap 
proached him under Pretence of taking up what he 
had let fall, and putting them into his Hand with a 
private Prefſure, made him recolle& in what Place, and 
in wWheſe Preſence he was. All theſe Movements brought 
Iſabella alſo out of her Muſing ; and very much alarmed 
at having been thus unguarded before a Perſon fo na · 
turally ſuſpicious as Madam Contariny, ſhe - reſolved for 
the future to be more heedful. 

But happily for the two Lovers, the beautiful Lucilia, 
who perceived from the firlt Moment the Alteration in 
their. 
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their Countenances, ran to Madam Cestarim, and ſhew. 
ing her an embroidered Handkerchief of her own Work, 
artfully turned her from obſerving their Actions ; and 
that Lady going with her into her Cabinet, the better to 
examine this Curioſity, left them at Liberty to explain 
_ themſelves with leſs Danger. TJaftiniany no ſooner ſaw 
her go out, than, unwilling to loſe this Opportunity, he 
fell upon his Knees before [/abella ; Accuſe me not of 

umption, Madam, ſaid he, that I ſo precipitately 
make a Declaration of the violent Paſſion you have in- 
ſpired me with : This Moment is too precious to me, to 
be neglected ; and though I know that whole Years of 
Services ought to make you ſenſible of what I feel, be- 
fore my Tongue took the Liberty of doing it, yet 1 
hope the Conſent of Seignior Contariny, the Conſtraint 
in which you are obliged to live, and the Aſſurance that 
I cannot live if you are ignorant of my Flame, will 
move you to forgive the Opportunity I now take. | 

It is in the Preſence of a Brother to whom you are 
dear, and in the View of her who is to be his Wife, 
and in the Face of Heaven, that I (wear to you an 
eternal Ardour ; and that I entreat you to conkrm that 
tranſporting Hope with which your Eyes have flattered 
me. The charming Lſabella was in too much Confuſion 
at theſe Words to be able to rep'y ; but Contariny and 
Hortenfia, who perceived it, begged ſhe would not op- 
poſe her own Happineſs in concealing from 7uſtiniany 
the favourable Diſpoſitions ſhe had to him; and her 
Brother demanding it of her with the utmoſt Seriouſ- 
neſs, ſhe reſolved no longer to diſſemble a Tenderne(s 
which ſhe foreſaw ſhe could not long contain within 
the Bounds of Silence. 
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Then recovering herſelf as well as her natural Baſh- 
fulneſs would give her Leave, and looking on Juftiniany 
. eee 
Tuſtiniazy ; and I permit 7uftiniany to believe 

1 Ap Brother have told him of my Senti- 
ments. Theſe few Words put the feigned Leonce into 
Tranſports, which all his Prudence could not moderate. 
But Antonio fearing the Return of his Mother, conjured 
him ſo often to recollect himſelf, and take the Pencil 
again in his Hand, that he at laſt yielded to his Solli- 
citations, and began his Work juſt as Madam Conteriny 
and Lacilia came out of the Cabinet ; who ſtaying with 
them the whole Time, put it not in their Power to re- 
new this ſweet Entertainment. 

Fuſtiniany continued to appear before the Eyes of the 
beautiful I/abella for ſeveral Days under the Name of 
Leonce and in that ſhort Space of 'Time attained ſo per- 
ſect a Knowledge of each others Merit, as confirmed 
that Paſſion which had been inſpired meerly by Character 
and perſonal Perſections. When the Preſence of Madam 
Contariny debarred them from ſpeaking, Horterfia and 
Antonio were their Interpreters : And all the Time the 
Picture was drawing, they enjoyed a perſect Happineſs. 
But it laſted not long, Madam Contariny began to grow 
weary of the Viſits of the Painter: It not being in his 
Power to conceal fo well the Flame with which he 
burned, but that it would at ſome unguarded Moments 
ſparkle in his Eyes, ſhe therefore preſſed him to finiſh 
his Work as ſoon as poſſible ; which he was at laſt 


obliged to do ; and afterward appeared no more in 
that Palace. 


But 
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But though now quite abſented from {&abe/la, not a 
Day paſſed without his writing to her, and receiving her 
"Anſwers by the Hands of her Brother, Hortenfia, or 

Lacilia; and this inncocent Commerce cont ned to 
their mutual Satisſaction, till there was no longer any 

Occaſion for it, by [/abel/a's being ſent to the Palace 

of Juftiniany, 23 Madam Contariny had promiſed to his 

Aunt, in order for her partaking the Diverſions of the 
Carnival. Antonio and TJuffiniawy had often preſſed 
Madam 7aftiniany to ſpeak to the Mother of 7fabella 
in Favour of her Nephew ; but that Lady judged it 
wholly improper to make any ſuch Propoſal, till after 
the Carnival : She had already obtained her Conſent 
for the Marriage of Hortenfia with Antonio; and ſhe 
feared that in ſpeaking of 7«finiany for her Daughter, 
ſhe ſhould deſtroy the Confidence ſhe now repoſed in 
her, and would doubtleſs make her call home [/abella. 
She firengthened this Idea with ſo many plauſible Rea- 
ſons, that Fuftiniany himſelf was convinced, and ſub- 
ſcribed to her Pleaſure with leſs ReluQtance, as he was 
certain of enjoying the Society of his adored Miſtreſs 
all that Time. The Carniva! being now opened, 
Antonio teſtified his Gallantry by Balls in his Palace, 
Feaſts and Maſquerades on the Canal, and all Kinds 
of Pomp and Magnificence : The Entertainments 


Jeſtisiam made, no leſs made known the Elegance of 
his Taſte, and the Afivence of his Treaſures ; neither 
of them ſparing any Thing that miglit gratify an 
illuſtrious Aſlembly, and, above all, be pleaſing to the 
only tuo Perſons, Hortenfia and 1/abelia, for whoſe 


Sakes they valued the Eſteem of the World, or a great 
Name. 


F Madam 
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Madam Contariny, whoſe Age and Humour did not 
at all agree with theſe kind of Amuſements, after 
having committed her Daughter to the Care of the old 
r 
That Lady, to diſcharge 

punctually the Truſt repoſed in her, never ſuffered the 
young {fabella out of her Sight any more than ber own 
Daughter, but withal denied them no Liberties be- 


Age not permitting him to behave with the Galla 
„ „ eee 
were exempted. Madam T7u/finiary bad preſented him to 
Jjabella, as one of her ancient Frends, and a Perſon 
worthy of the higheſt Reſpect ; aud a very little Ac- 
quaintance with this amiable Lady made him diſcover 
% pho that he imagined he could 
Ia 
But following the CharaQter of his Naticn, reſerved 
and jealous, be concealed with the utmoſt Care his De- 
figns from the Family of Fufinian;. Ottobany was a 
great Patriot ; a ſtrick Obſerver of the Laws ; a Man 
truly deſerving the Love of his Country ; but little capa- 
| ble 
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ble of acquiring that of a Woman: He had, beides the 
Infirmities incidert to old Age, a natural Diſſimulation. 
which rarely permitting him to diſcover the Reality of 
his own Thoughts, made him diftident of the Truth 
of others ; and having been in his Youth an Enemy 
to all manner of Pleaſures, that Severity of Humour 
was confirmed and augmented in him by a long Series 
of Years : — In fine, he was deformed in his Perſon, 
and more diſagreeable in the Temper of his Mind. 
Such Faults could not eſcape the Eyes of a Perſow who 
poſleſs'd the Heart of the moſt perfect of Mankind: The 
Difference between 7 «finiany and the old Ortobeny could 
not but be perceived ; and 7/abel/a took for the latter 
as ſtrong an Averſion, as ſhe had Tenderneſs for the 
former, without knowing any Reaſon ſhe had for giving 
herſelf the Trouble of making the Compariſon. 

The ſubtile Venetian made not the leaſt Declaration of 
his Paſſion to the Object which had inſpired it: He 
knew very well that Le had nothing in him to charm 
a Maid, ſach as //abe/la ; but that was the leaſt of his 
Cares ; and perſwading himſelf that his great Riches 
would pleaſe the Mother, if his Perſon could not the 
Daughter, he went directly to Madam Contaring, and 
demanded her, with the Aſſurance of a Man who 
feared not to be refuſed. 

He was not deceived : This Lady, who was of a 
poſal with Joy ; and without conſulting either her Son, 
or her Daughter in the Aſſair, gave her Promiſe to 
Ortobeny, whoſe Titles and Wealth appeared too con- 
ſiderable not to be accepted. They agreed on all 
Things between themſelves ; and there wanted no 

F 2 more 


52 Love victorious over Death. 


more for the Solemnization of their Marriage than the 
Conſent of 1/abe/la, which neither of them were much 
concerned about, as thinking it a Thing ſhe muſt grant 
cf courſe, 

When Ortobeny had thus fecured this Point, he was 
alſo willing to make ſure another of equal Conſequence 
to his Peace: The Beauty of 1/ab«/a bad charmed him; 
he doubted not but others regarded her with the tame 
Fyes; and thought it not improbable but among the 
Number who adored her, ſhe might have found one whom 
ſhe thought worthy of her Heart. This Imagination 
giving him ſome Pain, he grave Madam Contariny to 
underſtand, that he ſhould take it as a Proof of her 
Complaiſance for him, if ſhe made 7/abe//a retire from 
the Pleaſures of the Carnival ; told her, that he thought 
ſhe had ſeen enough to know what Kind of Entertain- 
ments they were ; and as ſhe was deſtin d to one, it was 
not ſo proper for her to take thoſe Diverſions which 
only became Perſons who aimed at attracting Ad- 
mirers.” 

; Theft Reaſons were too conformable to the Humour 
of that Lady, for her to reject them; and willing to 
teſtify the Eſtcem ſhe had for Ottobom, ſhe commanded 
Antonio the next Day to bring his Siſter from the Palace 
of TFuſtiniary, Never Svrprize exceeded that of his, 
when he received this Order ; and fearing ſhe had diſ- 
covered the Love of his Friend before the Time pre- 
fixed for its being communicated to her, entreated her 
to let him know for what Reaſon 1/abe//a was fo ſoon 
to be deprived of the innocent Pleaſures ſhe enjoyed ; 
and if any Thing in that Family had given her Cauſe 
II. No, replied ſhe ; but as //abe/la will 

ſhortly 
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ſhortly be no more dependant on me, ' we ought both of 
us to be conformable to the Defires of him who is to 
poſſeſs her. — I have contrafled a Marriage for her, 
continued the ; and I am affured the Choice I have made 
will not be diſagreeable to you, fince it is Seignior 
Ottobeny, whoſe Birth, Wealth, and Merit, are power- 
ful Motives to make all who wiſh her well approve of 
what I have done. 
| Antonio made the moſt terrible Cry at the Name of 
Ottobony ; and pierced with the moſt cruel Grief, he 
threw himſelf at the Feet of his Mother, conjuring her 
to change her Sentiments: He made uſe of Tears, 
Prayers, and all the juſt Arguments againſt fo diſpro- 
portionate a Match. But ſhe remained inflexible ; and 
threatning to go herſelf, and take her Daughter from 
Madam 7ufiniaxy, and at the ſame Time break the 
Horteafia, he was obliged to aſſure her he would do as 
ſhe deſired. While he was preparing to execute this 
cruel Commiſſion, the two Lovers were together, far 
from imagining the Cauſe that was ſo ſoon to ſeparate 
them: Never had they been ſo fatisfied the one with 
the other ; and never had //abel/a with fo much Free- 
dom diſcovered her Tendernes to the trauſported 
Tuftiniany ; Their Converſation was in the Prefencr of 
the old Lady, who bleſſed them every Minute, and 
wiſhed them endleſs Happineſs a thouſand Times over. 
They were in this delightful Entertainment when they 
ſaw Avztonio enter ; but ſo changed that he was ſcarcely 
to be known ; they ran altogether to him, to enquire 
the Cauſe : [abella, who loved him, ardently, could 
not without Tears demand if he were well: Juftiniany 
| F 3 now 
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now calling him by no other Name than Brother, ſee- 
ing he looked ſadly on them all, but ſpoke not a Word. 
fell upon his Neck, and taking him tenderly in his 
Arms, My Brother, ſaid he, what Misfortune has hap- 
pened to you ? — what Evil do you labour under ? — in 
the Name of all that is dear to you, let us know it. — 
Madam 7aftiniany conjured him much in the ſame 
Terms, and ſhewed him his charming Siſter all in Tears, 
at the State ſhe ſaw him in. 

At this Obje& he wept too ; and forcing himſelf to 
ſpeak, Ah, my dear /fabella / (aid he, ah! my dear 
Tuſtiniany, was there no other but me to pierce your 
Hearts ! He ſtopped at theſe Words, and letting him- 
felf fall on a Couch which ſtood near him, ſent forth 
ſuch profound Sighs, as made them know he had ſome- 
thing dreadful to pronounce. The amorous Tuftiniany 
deceived not himſelf; the Air and Words of Antonio 
ſufficiently informed him of his Misfortune ; and he no 
ſooner heard him than he cried out, I am undone ; 
they will take Jſabells from me. Yes, my Brother, 
replied Antonio, in the moſt dying Accents, you muſt 


ſeparate, for ever ſeparate ! — Madam Contariny has 
diſpoſed of my Siſter to Ortobony, and I have Orders to 
conduct her home. The charming Jſabella had no 
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appeared to him, the Loſs of her Life was yet a thou- 
ſand Times more cruel : He ran to the Succour of that 
beautiful Lady, like a Man abandon'd by his Reaſon : 
He threw himſelf at her Feet ; he embraced her Knees ; 
he bathed her Hands with his Tears, conjuring her to 
live, and to let him be the fole Victim of Love and 
Grief. 

Madam 7 «finiany and her amiable Daughters threw 
all Sorts of ſweet Waters on 1ſabella, to bring her to 
herſelf ; and the diſconſolate Antonio walked up and 
down the Chamber, without knowing what he did. 
The Diſtraction of theſe fix Perſons was the more vio- 
lent, in that they durſt not call in any Aſſiſtants, not 
being willing the Domeſticks ſhould have Knowledge of 
their Secrets. At laſt the beautiful Contarixy recovered ; 
and the truly enamour'd 7a/finiany thought himſelf 
now above all Misfortunes, fince the adorable 1fabella 
lived. They ſaid to each other Things of ſo tender and 
touching a Kind, as muſt have inſpired Pity, even in 
the moſt obdurate Hearts: They had the 
Satisfaction to ſee their Tears, their Sighs, and all the 
Agonies they felt accompanied with thoſe of Madam 
Tuftiniany, her Daughter, and the ſorrowful Antonio, 
who all by the Exceſs of their Grief ſcemed to be in 
the ſame Situation. | 
The Hour approaching in which they feared Madam 
Contariny, impatient to fee [/abella, would come to 
fetch her, to ſpare themſelves her Sight, theſe unhappy 
Lovers conſented to be deprived of each others. This 
Separation, which appeared to them to be eternal, was 
not made without Sobbing, Tears, and Cries, on 
one Part and the other, which ſeemed to rend the 
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Breaſts they iflued from, and are more poſſible to be 
conceived than deſcribed. Tafiniany quite diveſted of 
all Power of Reflection, was about to throw himſelf up- 
on his Sword ; Antonio by the ſame Action, teſtified he 
would not ſurvive him ; and that Moment had certainly 
been marked by ſome dreadful Accident, if che admi- 
able 1/abel/la had not aſſembled in herſelf all that Forti- 
tude the others wanted : She ſtifled her Sighs ; ſhe 
reſtrained her Tears ; and approaching the deſpairing 
which expreſ d all the Tendernefs ſhe felt, My dear 
Tuftiniany, ſaid ſhe, I command you to live, and to 
live for me : — They who diſfoſe my Hand, have no 
Power over my Heart ; that is entirely yours, nor can 
Time or any Accident whatever render it leſs fo. — 
Think then that the fame Weapon which pierces your 
Breaft, gives mine a mortal Weund ; and preſerve your- 
ſelf, if you would preſerve the unfortunate 1/abella. — 
It ought, methinks, to be ſome Conſolation to you, 
that 1 am given to the Object of my Averfion, and never 
can be that of my Love. — After this Declaration, in 
the Preſence of a Brother, whom I regard as my 
Maſter, give my ſad Mind Time to recal all my Vir- 
tue; — ſupport the Prudence 1 would aſſume, by 
giving me an Fxample of it in your Behaviour ; and be 
not offended, if to render myſelf more worthy your 
Eſteem, I uſe my utmoſt Efforts to merit that of your 
Rival. 

With theſe Words ſhe flung herſelf into the Arms of 
her Brother, and obliged him to quit the Apartment of 
Madam 7uftiniany, without heating the Reply of her 
unhappy Lover. Antonio, quite beſide himſelf with 

Grief, 


Love victorious over Death. 57 
Grief, preſented her to his Mother, who by her Eyes 
diſcovercd ſhe had wepe much ; yet far from growing 
leſs obdurate, and regarding her with the moſt auſtere 
Air, The Diverſions of the Carnival, ſaid ſhe, have 
acquired you an Husband ; — prepare to receive him 
chearfully, and dare not to oppoſe my Choice, as your 
Brother has done. 1/abe//a, in replying to this Diſcourſe, 
fell at the Feet of her Mother, and conjured her not 
to think of obliging her ſo ſoon to be ſeparated from her. 
Antonio, in the ſame Poſture, joined her Prayers, and 
accompanied them with a,new 'Torrent of Tears. But 
Madam Conteriny was inflexible to all, and fixed this 
cruel Marriage for the following Werk, and that of 
Antonia with Hartes in eight Days after. She 
now aſſigned an Apartment for 1/abel/a contiguous to 
her own, where no Perſon had the Liberty of ſeeing or 
ſpeaking to her, but in her Preſence. This Solitude, 
however, ſhe regarded as the leaſt of her Misfortunes.3 
and had it been entire, would have choſe it rather than 
any Company ; but the Sight of Ortabom, who was 
continually with her till the Day of their Marriage, 
compleated the full Meaſure of her Inquietudes. 

While ſhe experienced all the Torments that Love 
and Hate in their utmoſt Extremes could inflict on her, 
Tuſtiniany abandoned himſelf to the moſt terrible De- 
ſpair : -— Sometimes he reſolved to go, and reproach 
the Cruelty of Madam Contariny ; — ſometimes to ſtab 
Ottobony : But all theſe Violences terminated in Attempts 


on his own Life ; and nothing is more ſure than that 
he had been the Sacrifice of the moſt ardent and hopeleſs 
Paſſion that ever was, had not a more than common 


Care been taken to prevent it. Antonio, not able to 
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conſole his Siſter, never quitted his Friend : Hortenfia 
and Lari were inceſlamly repeating to him the laft 
Words of 1/abella, to oblige him to be the more calm. 
At laſt the wiſe and pious Remonſtrances of Madam 
Tuftiniany, the Cares of her amiable Daughters, and 
the perfeft Friendſhig of Arronio, made him liften to 
the Diftates of his Keaſon ; and, as no Man had a 
greater Share, it ſerve d him on this Occaſion, fo far as 


to enable him to do nothing unworthy of his Character. 


He had alſo the Prudence to diſſwade Antonio from be- 
having to Ortobory in a Faſhion which might give him 


any Sufpicions of //abells ; repreſenting to tim that it 


was a Prejudice to the Republick when the great Fami- 
lies were known to have any Diſpute among themſelves. 
Nor did he give that Counſel to his Friend, which he 
was unable to pur'ur himſelf : He fo perſectly concealed 
all the Diorders in his Mind, that none, excepting thoſe 


of his own Houſe, ſuſpected what he ſuffered. 


But all his Wiſdom and Philoſophy were of no Force 
againſt his Love 2 that Paſſion, on the contrary, gained 
new Strength by the Obſtacles which oppoſed it ; and 
not being able to ceaſe adoring //abella, and having re- 
ſolved for the ſake of that beautiful Lady, to conceal 
his doing ſo from the World, he would at leaſt enjoy 
the Liberty of entertaining himſelf with her Idca free from 
any Interruption. To this End he put a Period to all 


the Diverſions and Pleaſures which were accuſtom'd to. 


abound in his Palace ; excluding himſelf from all So- 
ciety but that of Antonio, his Coulmns, and Madam. 
F uftiniany, and never going Abroad but when the Bukſi- 
gels of the Republick called him to the Senate. 


This 
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This Conduct was not looked upon as extraordinary ; 
no Body impating it to any other Motive than his Ap- 
pliention to State Affairs, but the tender 7/abe/la, who 
was informed by Herms and Lucilia of the true State 
of his Heart. She paſſed her Time in the moſt cruel 
Diſquiets till the Day of her Marriage, which was 
almoſt that of her Death : — Her Tears, her ſleepleſs 
Nights, her anxious Days, her frequent Faintings, had 
rendered her fo weak, that ſhe rather ſeemed dragged, 
than conducted to the Altar: Her Mother, who ſuſpeR- 
ed not that ſhe had any ſecret Engagement, imagined the 
Repugnance ſhe found in her cccafioned only by the Diſ- 
proportion there was between her Years and thoſe of 
Ottobany ; and believing the Grandeur he would invelt 
her in, would ſhortly wear off this little Delicacy, gave 
herſelf not much Trouble concerning it. The old 
Fenetian was alſo wholly inſenſible of the Condition in 
which his lovely Bride appeared : — He liked, and was 
going to be put in Poſſeſſion of her Charms, and little 
regarded what Part her Heart had in the Happineſs ſhe 
aſſorded. In fine, this Marriage was accompliſhed with 
little Magnificence, according to the reſerved Humour 
of thoſe who had the ordering it; and in a Manner fo 
ſad and mournful, that it had more the Air of a Funeral, 
and gave all who were Witneſſes of it room to imagine 
it would be attended with few Comforts. As ſoon as it 
was over, the diiconfolate [bella was conducted to the 
Palace of old Ortebory, and there yielded up to all the 

Authority the Title of Husband gave him over her. 
She was ready to expire a thouſand Times in taking 
Leave of her Brother and Hortenfia, who had accom- 
panied her : But the Evil was irremediable ; and the 
Hope 
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Hope of ſeeing them every Day having a little calmed 
her Diſorders, ſhe began to employ all her Cares to give 
no Cauſe of Complaint to her Husband, whoſe jealous 
and capricious Humour was well known to her: — She 
alſo forced herſclf to aſſect a Gaiety her Heart was far 
from feeling, that ſhe might mix no Bitterneſs with the 
Happineſs of Antonio, who eight Days after eſpouſed the 
charming Wife with ſo much Complaiſance, that ſhe 
began to flatter herſelf that her Fate was not ſo much 
to be lamented as ſhe had feared ; and that the Kindneſs 
of her Lord, joined with her own Virtue and Reaſon, 
_ might in Time extinguiſh that unavailing Paſſion ſhe 
ſtill preſerved for Jaftiniany But at the Wedding of 
Contariny, being obliged to appear before the Eycs of 
that unhappy Lover, ſhe could not conſtain herſelf fo 
well, as not to make known ſome Part of her Gricf ; and 
the Efforts ſhe had made uſe of for that Purpoſe, ſerved 
only to throw her into a Swoon : The amorous Juftiniany, 
who was in no better a Situation, diſcovered fo much 
Confuſion in his Cares for her Recovery, that the jealous 
Ottobony was immediately alarmed ; and pretending that 
Company was uneaſy to her, carried her back that Mo- 
ment to his Palace, with a frm Reſolution of refuſing 
Admittance to all who might bring her any News of 
T uftiniany, from whole Merit he thought he had every 
Thing to fear, eſpecially when he conſidered the good 
Intelligence there was between that young Lord and 
Antonio Contariny. 

The next Day, therefore, he ſignified to Madam 0 
tebony, that ſhe muſt have no more Correſpondence with 
her Brother, or his Spouſe : You have enough Women, 
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faid he, in your own Palace to amuſe yourſelf with ; 
my Age does not agree with youthful Company, and it 
is not fit you ſhould go into it without me. Theſe Words, 
ſpoke with a Tone and Air the moſt ſevere that could be, 
pierced the very Soul of Iſabella: She ſaw from that 
Moment all the Horror of her Deſtiny ; and there was no 
Article of her Duty, as ſtrict an Obſerver as ſhe was of 
it, which could oblige her to approve of ſuch a Pro- 
cceding. 

The Sweetneſs, the Tenderneſs, the noble and infinu- 
ating Behaviour of 7ufinianxy, all he had ever ſaid or 
done to pleaſe her, now crowded at once into her Mind ; 
and comparing with his the oppoſite Character of her 
Spouſe, render'd her the moſt Unfortunate of all Woman- 
kind. She conſtrained herſelf, however, to anſwer with 
Submiſſion to him who was her Maſter ; and told him, that 
though it was a cruel Sacrifice he exacted from her, yet 
his Will ſhould always be a Law to her. But this Com- 
plaiſance was far from ſoftening the hard-hearted Ottobony i 
he was perſuaded by the little he had ſeen of Juftiniany 
that he was enamour'd of Iſabcila, and that all her Agi- 
tations b-fore Marriage were the Coniequences of an In- 
trigue between them ; and reſolving to diſtreſs a Paſſion 
which he could not cure, he made a perfe& Cloiſter of 
his Houſe, not permitting even Madam Ceontariny to fee 
her Daughter, nor ſuffering any Women to be about her, 
but thoſe whoſe Severity he thought himſelf ſecure of. 
This Treatment of his Wife diſguſted all the Family of 
Contarinz, and involved that of Juftiniany, who all 
tenderly lov'd her, in little leſs Affliction. But all their 
Diſcontents had no Effet on the rigid Ortobony 3 and his 
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charming Wife remained in ſo melancholly and languiſh- 
ing a Way of Life, that, joined with the continual Ef- 
forts ſhe made uſe of to overcome her Tenderneſs for 
7 uftiniany, made her fall dangerouſly fick fix Months 
Her Diſtemper, far from abating, at laſt reduced her 
to « Condition which all the Phyſicians looked upon as 
mortal. This obliged the cruel Oetabom to ſend for Ma- 
dam Contrariny to come to her ; but Antonio nor his Wife 
he would not yet conſent ſhe ſhould fee. This Lady, 
who by the Proceedings of her Son-in-Law had already 
a thouſand Times of having facrificed her 
Daughter, and who was every Day obliged to endure 
the Reproaches of her Son, and the whole Family of 
JT uſtiniany, ran on the firſt Summons to her dear 1/abel/a ; 
and finding that beautiful Lady juſt ready to yield up her 
laſt Breath, ſhe threw herſelf by her on the Bed, bathed 
all her Face with her Tears, and by all her Words and 
Actions teſtify'd the utmoſt Extremity of Grief : Her 
Preſence and her Tenderneſs had ſo cruel an Effet on the 
dying Madam Ortaboy, that ſhe preſently loſt the entire 
Uſe of all her Senſes : At firſt they looked upon it only 
as a Swoon ; but all their Remedies being unavailing to 
recover her, they no longer doubted that ſhe was gone 
for ever ; and when they were aſſured of her Death, 
the whole Palace of Ortobeny reſounded with Cries and 
Lamentations. Madam Contariny rent the Air with the 
moſt fearful Shrieks and Exclamations ; all 7abella's 
Women tore their Hair and Garments : She had been 
loved by them too well for any Thing but her own Vir- 
tue, to have preſerved Otreabom from being deceived, in 
\pice 
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ſpite of all his jealous Precautions. This unworthy 
Husband reftify'd the leaſt A ffliction of all his Family: 
Not that he was wholly inſenſible of his Loſs ; but his 
Marriage not having afforded him all the Satisfaction he 
had expected, and the Care of guarding a young and 
beautifal Wife beginning to grow fatiguing to him, he 
caſily confoled himſelf with the Thoughts, that he was 
now caſed of a Burden too weighty for a Perſon of his 
Years, 

In fine, the Time to give a certain Proof of her De- 
ceaſe being paſt, without Madam Contariny, or any of 
the Perſcns about her, perceiving the leaſt Token of a 
Return cf Life, notuing now was thought on but her Fu- 
neral, which was performed with much greater Pomp 
and Magnificence than her vnfortunate Marriage bad 
been. The News of her Death was no ſooner ſpread 
through Fezice, than all the Perſons of Condition came 
to condole with Antonio, knowing the great Tenderneſs 
he had for his Siſter : Madam Contariny ſhut herſelf up 
in her Apartment, and refuſed Admittance to her neareſt 
Friends ; overcome with the Violence of her Grief and 
Remorſe, and looking on herſelf as the chief Author of 
the M:sfortune ſhe lamented. 

But great as was the Sorrow which reigned in the Palace 
of Contarinz, that of Yuſtiniany was at leaſt equal to it; 
none there but imagined their young Lord would follow 
Iſabella to the Grave. But in ſpite of the Exceſs of his 
Deſpair, he had Doubts of the Reality of her Death, 
which not all the Improbability of them could enable 
him to overcome; and inſtigated by theſe interior Emo- 
tions, and by the Violence of his Love, he formed a Re- 
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ſolntion of viſiting this charming Woman in her Sepul- 
chre, and if ſhe were truly dead, to expire by her Side 
This Idea afforded him a kind of Conſolation ; and fos 
the more certain Fxecution of this dreadful Nefign, he 
concealed it with the extremeſt Care; and as ſoon as it 
was Night, went out of his Palace, attended only by one 
Domeſtick, in whom he had a perfect Confidence ; and 
bring come to the Church where was repoſited the Body 
of Jaliella, he made the Monk, who kept the Keys of 
the Vaults where they put the Dead, be called to him ; 
an as ſoon as he was fo, conjured him to permit him to 
ofier up ſome Devotions near the Coffin of Madam Otto- 
bony ; and accompany d this Demand with fo rich a Pre- 
ſent, that the good Father thought he ought not to re- 
fiſe him: But as theſe Prayers were not often made at 
ſuch Hours, he took all neceſſary Care thoſ of T7ufi- 
a ſhould not be known, and conducted him with 
great Secrecy to the Funeral Place. 

It is the Cuſtem of that Country to inter the Deceaſed 
with their Faces uncovered in le den Coffins, which are 
ranged in little Arckes or Caverns round the Vault, where 
a great Number of I amps are perpetually burning : Our 
tender Lower was no ſooner entered, than he felt a Tran- 
quility, to whh his Mind had been a Stranger for a long 
Time: There was no Veceſſity of ſhewing him which 
was 1/abella, he preſently knew her; Death appeared 
with fo litle Heorrer on her ſtill lovely Face, that ſhe 
might be taken for a Perſon in a proſc und Sleep, rather 
than a Body abandoned by its Soul. 7u//iniany could 
not reſtrain the Tranſports with which he was agitated 
at this ObjeQ ; he threw himſelf upon the Coffin, and 

* ng 


Love victorious over Death. 65 


giving to the Vehemence of his Paſſion Liberties which 
before he had never taken, he joined his Lips to thoſe 
of the Deceaſed, as though he meant either to call back 
her Soul, or breathe out his own In eſſect, he imagined 
that he felt not there the Coldneſs natural to Death ; and 
in this Thought redoubled his Careſſes, accompany'd 
with Words the moſt tender and touching that ever Love 
inſpir'd, or Tongue expreſs'd ; and whether it were that 
his Embraces had more Force than all the Remedies that 
had been apply'd, or whether this was the Inſtant mark- 
ed by Fate to put a Period to the Lethargy of Jſabella, 
the was heard to give a great Sigh, which left the 
amorous 7 »f/iniany no Room to doubt if ſhe lived. The 
Monk fell on the Earth with Fear, and the Servant of 
Tuſliniany ſtarted back ſeveral Paces at once: But his 
Lord, all raviſh'd as he was with Joy, had on this ſtrange 
Occation a moſt admirable Preſence of Mind: One Mo- 
ment ſerved him to revolve on all that was to to be done. 
—He tore the Winding-Sheet, took the Body out of the 
Coffin, and with the Help of theſe two Witneſſes car- 
ry'd it out of the Cave. I be Air and this Motion ha- 
ving made 7/abella ſigh a ſecond Time, her Lover, con- 
firmed of his Happineſs, threw himſelf at the Feet of 
the Monk, entreating him to permit him to take away 
that Lady, and to preſerve his Secret : Which Prayer, 
with the Aid of a ſecond Preſent, obtained what he de- 
fired. Then this young Lord and his Confident, charged 
with this precious Burthen, went out of the Vault, and 
bore it to the Palace of Juſtiniany, without meeting with 
any unlucky Accident. 


G 3 He 


66 Love victorious over Death. 


He was no ſooner at home, than he ſent for the Sur- 
geons ; and having placed 1/abe//a in an Apartment re- 
mote from all the others in the Palace, they put her into 
Bed: They open'd one of her Veins ; and theſe ſpeedy 
Succours, joined with the Movements they had given her 
in carrying her, made her come fo far to herſelf, as to 
open her Eyes, be able to ſwallow what was given her, 
and ſpeak, but without any Coherence, or even intelli- 
gibly, her Underſtanding or Memory being not yet re- 
turned. The Phyſicians and Surgeons who attended her, 
forbad that any one ſhould ſpeak to her; and as Jufti- 
wary ſhower'd Gold amongſt them, in order to engage 
their Secrecy, and to oblige them to be attentive to this 
dear Indiſpoſed, they were perſectly faithful, both in the 
one and the other, and by their Skill and Diligence ſoon 
brought //abel/a to a State of Knowledge: Fuftiniany 
had alſo placed Women about her, of whoſe Fidelity he 
was aſſured, and who had no other Employment than 
to execute his Commands 

He forbad them to inform her of what had happen'd, 
that being a Pleaſure he reſerv'd for himſelf ; but he 
judged it proper to wait till ſhe was abſolutely out of 
Danger, and not to appear before her till he was certain 
ſhe was ſo; never coming into her Apartment but 
when ſhe was aſleep, that he might have the Happineſs 
of contemp'ating her at Liberty. What a Delight mutt 
it be for a Soul ſuch as his, delicate and tender, to have 
taken out of the Arms of Death a Perſon ſo dear ! How 
ſweet the Satisfaction, to ſee her live again meerly by his 
Cares, and by his Love ! At preſent, would he ſome- 
times fay to himſelf, when looking on her, all theſe 
Beauties are mine Thoſe Roſs, and thoſe Lillies ſpring- 
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ing again in that lovely Face, are my Work ; nor can 
they, without Injuſtice, deprive me of their Poſſeſſion. 
But, alas would he cry ſoon after, Too amiable /abella, 
you will be the firſt to pay with Ingratitude the Proof I 
have given of a Love beyond all Bounds ; you will no 
ſooner fee Tuſtiniany, than the Severity of your Virtue 
will decree againſt him. This Reflection a little mode- 
rated the Exceſs of his Contentment ; but did not hinder 
him from giving Thanks to Heaven, that he was the 
Perſon allotted to ſave her Life, though it were even to re- 
ſtore her to his Rival. 

While he was paſſing his Time in an Occupation fo 
agreeable to him, Madam Contariny was lamenting her 
dear Daughter's Fate, and inceſſantly reproaching ber- 
ſelf for the Sacrifice ſhe had made of her to the old Or- 
tobon; ; who was alrcady wholly conſoled, and thought 
no more of this Loſs, than to reſolve never to take upon 
him any other Engagement, Antonio and the beautiful 
Hortenfia could not bring themſelves to this State of 
Tranquility : They regretted a thouſand 'Times in a Day 
the Maisfortune of the charming 1/abe//a ; and as they 
often ſaw ina, and remarked in him an Air of 
Satisfaction, which it was impoſſible for him wholly to 
conceal, they perſuaded themielbes that her Death had 
already entirely diſſipated his Aſſection: And this Belief 
ſo well grounded itſelf in their Minds, that they could 
not forb:ar making Reflections to the Diſadvantage of 
Mankind in general. What Dependance can we have, 
ſaid Hertenſia to her Husband, on the Conſtancy of your 
Sex ? —— Who would have thought 7u/tiniany would 
not have preſerved his Paſſion to his Grave ? Yet 1/abe/fa 
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was no ſooner dead, than he ſeems to have forgot her 
very Name. Contariny, who thought as well as ſhe that 
TJ uftiniany had too ſoon loſt the Memory of a Perſon once 
ſo dear to him, could find no Excuſe for his Friend, and 
took that Occaſion of ſwearing an eternal Tenderneſs to 
his beautiful Spouſe. 

This Iſabella, however, who ſo much employ'd all 
their Minds, reſumed by very ſwift Degrees the Strength 
both of her Limbs and Underſtanding : It was with an 
extreme Surprize ſhe beheld herſelf attended by five or 
ſix Women, whoſe Faces fic could not tecollect ever to 
have ſeen ; She carefully examined the Situation and 
Furniture of her Apartment ; the Magnificence of them 
not aſtoniſhed her, but the Strangeneſs did : She could 
not think there were ſuch Rooms either in the Palace of 
Ortobory, or her Brother; and having never ſeen this 
Part of Juftiniany's, that ſhe was under a Roof with 
him came not once into her Thoughts. She very well 
 remember'd that ſhe had ſeen her Mother but not able 
to fathom any Thing that had happen'd in this Interval 
of Life, her Conſternation was unſpeakable. "The Wo- 
men, who had Orders to obſerve her every Motion, per- 
ceiving ſhe look'd very much about her, approached 
to know if ſhe wanted any Thing: Then, growing a 
little more encouraged than before, ſhe raiſed herſelf up- 
on her Pillow, and ſaid, I would be informed of what 
has befallen me, and where I am. How comes it 
that I fee not Madam Centarivy, or my Husband ? And 
which of them it is that has placed you, who are utter 
Strangers to me, about me. 


Madam, 
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Madam, replicd the chief of them, we know no other 
Miſtreſs than yourſelf, nor Maſter but Seignior 7 aftiniany. 
Tuſtiniany ! cried Iſabella haſtily ; and by what Adven- 
ture ? — Madam, interrupted ſhe, who had ſpoken to 
her, what has happened to you, is not to be revealed 
but by himſelf : Therefore, while you wait that Infor- 
mation, be ſatisfied in the Aſſurance that you have none 
near you but Perſons wholly ſubmitted to your Will, 
and who will neglect nothing for the Recovery of your 
Health. 1/abe/la anſwered not to this Diſcourſe, but 
remained for fume Time buried in the moſt profound 
Meditation : She would fain have penetrated into this 
Myſtery, without the Aſſiſtance of others ; but finding 
ſhe could not, choſe to keep Silence. "Theſe Women 
preſently acquainted Ju/iniany that ſhe had the perſect 
Uſe of her Reaſcn ; and that ſhe had demanded to fee 
her Mother. On which this tender Lover ſent that Mo- 
ment for Contariny and his Wiſe ; and as the Meilage 
was extremely preſſing, they came without Delay. 
It is only in you, ſaid Jaffiniany, as ſoon as he faw 
them enter, that I will confide a Secret on which much 
more than my Life depends. With theſe Words he led 
them into a Cabinet which was ſeparated from the 
Chamber, in which /abe/la lay, but by a flight Wainſcot, 
and was ſo near her Bed that they might eaſily diſtinguiſh 
all ſhe ſaid: Stay here, ſaid he, and whatever you may 
hear, or however you may be ſurpriſed, do me the Fa- 
vour not to appear till I ſhall call you. Then opening 
ancther Door, he went into the Chamber of /ſabella, 
leaving Autonis and his charming Spouſe full of Curioſity 
for the End of an Adventure, whoſe Beginning promiſed. 
no leſs than ſomething extraordinary. 
Juni 
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Tuſliniany having opened the Curtains, and ordered 
the Women to withdraw, placed himſelf on his Knees 
by that Side of the Bed which was next the Cabinet. 
The beautiful //abel/a knew his Voice when he ſpoke to 
the Women; and her Aſtoniſtiment having deprived her 
of the Uſe of her Speech, ſhe ſaw him in that ſubmiſ- 
five Poſture, without the Power of pronoencing one 
Word. | 

He read the Perplexity of her Mind in her Eyes, and 
taking one of ker Hands, which happened to lie cut cf 
the Bed ; You live, O adorable 1/25://a! faid he, and 
live by the Cares of the faithful 7-finiany ! — it is he 
who took yeu from the Grave in which your cruel Hus- 
band put you : — Be at leaft fo grateful as not to hear 
with Diſſatisfaction, that it is to my ardent and ever- 
laſting Love alone you are indebted for your Recovery 
from the Arms of Death. All I fee, and al I hear, 
replied ſhe, with a weak and trembling Voices, amazes 
me to ſuch a Degree, that I ſcarce know if the Life you 
ſpeak of be real; — it muſt be, ſure, a Dream that 
preſents Tuftiniany to my Eyes; for how, continued 
ſhe, can I believe myſelf alone with you in the Palace 3 
or in what Manner could I be moved thence without be- 
ing ſenſible of it ? — For Heaven's fake explain to me 
this dangerous Miſtery ; and if you weuld have me 
liſten to you without Fear, recall thoſe Women you 
have juſt ſent out, or bring my Mother or my Brother 
to me. 

You need not, Madam, reſumed TJuftiniany, any 
other Witneſſes of my Actions, than Heaven and your 
own Virtue : You ſhall very ſhortly ſee thoſe for whom 
you ask ; but permit me to acquaint you firlt of the 

Effect 
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Effects of my Love. Then without giving her Time to 
reply, he informed her of all the Circumſtances of his 
taking her out of the Coffin, and bringing her to his 
Palace. They were too fingular not to fill her with the 
utmoſt Aftoniſhment ; but touched her much leſs than 
the Motive which had made him go to ſearch her in 
the Grave. This Proof of his Tenderneſs and Con- 
ſtancy drew a Flocd of Tears from her Eyes ; and 
when he had ended his Recital, Great God ! cried the, 
liſting up her Hands and Eyes to Heaven, have you 
permitted me to live only to be ungrateful I Why did 
your Gopdneſs favour the Cares of this too-generous 

Man, unleſs you put it in my Power to recompence his 
wondrous Love ? 

This Tranſport, which came from the very Bottom 
of her Heart, influenced alſo that of Juftiniazry ; He 
never doubted if her Virtue would triumph over her 
Aﬀection ; but this ſerving to confirm him in the Re- 
ſolution he had taken never to reſtore her to her Spouſe, 
he pretended not to underſtand the Senſe of her laſt 
Words: No, Madam, ſaid he, you ſhall not be un- 
grateful ; but it is in the Preſence of your Brother and 
his Wife that I will demand the Recompence of the 
Service I have done you. Shew yourſelves, cried he, 
you dear Witneſſes of my Love and of my Grief; 
come and be fo alſo of my Joy, and at the ſame 
Time ſupport the Juſtice of my Pretenſions. 

Contariny and Harremſia had been ſeized with ſo ſtrong 
a Surprize at the Sound of //abella's Voice, as well as 
at the Words of 7uftiniany, that they ſtood looking the 
one on the other, as if to read in the Countenance the 
Reality of what they heard: The Lover of Madam 


Ortobony 


* 
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Ottobony was obliged to call ſeveral Times to them to 
appear, before their Aſtoniſhment would permit them to 
move from the Places they were in ; but when they 
came into the Chamber, they ran with equa! Impatience 
to Iſabella, and taking her in their Arms, made known 
their Joy by a Million of tender Kiſſes. 

 Juſtiniany regarded them with a Sigh, that be could 
not be admittted to have any Part in theſe tender Careſſes. 
Antonio, who now no longer doubted of the Conſtancy 
of his Love, quitted //abel/a to teſtify to him by his 
Embraces, thoſe Sentiments which he could not expreſs 
by his Words. When the firſt Emotions were a little 
calmed, Contariny addrefliing himſelf to his Siſter, We 
all of us owe a Life to Juftiniany, ſaid he ; for in pre- 
ſerving yours, he has relieved us from a melancholy, 
which in the End would doubtleſs have been fatal : — 
But all our Thanks are little for a Service of ſuch Im- 
portance ; it is you alone who can repay all our Debts 
of Obligations ; and as he has done for you what is 
without Example, ſo ought your Gratitude to be with- 
out Boands. 

Alas ! replied ſhe, what can I do ? — I am no longer 
my own ; I poſleſs nothing but that Life which he 
has reſtored me ; and that I am ready to ſacrifice for 
him. 

Cruel ! cried 7uftiniany, looking on her with Eyes, 
wherein Love and Deſpair ſeemed to dart equal Fires, 


I took you not from the Grave, to wiſh you ſhould 


return to it | — [I flattered myſelf your Heart would 
have inſpired you with other Means to prove you were 
not inſenſible of what I had done! But fince you are 


ſo unjuſt to offer me only 8 Life, for the Preſervation 


* 
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0 of which you know I would give my. own, were it ® 
, thouſand Times dearer to me than it is. T muſt inform 
7 you what my Pretenfions are : It is before your Brother, 
4 Madam, continued he, and his amiable Wiſe, that L 
N tell you, you muſt never ſee Orrobony more ; that he is 
no longer your Spouſe ; that being dead to the Eyes 
B of all Yenice, you ought to live only for me, ſince wich- 
| out a Love as ardent as conſtant as mine, I ſhould 
: not myſelf have enjoyed the Happineſs of ſeeing you 
| again. 
This Diſcourſe made the virtuous 1/abella tremble : 


She turned pale, and Tears overflowed her lovely Eyes : 
Tuftiniany, faid ſhe, Heaven is my Witneſs, that L 

ſhould have thought no Bleſſing equal to that of being ? 

h yours. I even confeſs, that the ill Treatment of Oztobony 4 
leſ contributed to put me in the State from which you _ © 
took me, than the Tendernefs which I have always fel 

| for you, and hall do ever. — However, in pln of oft 
| I owe you, in ſpite of the Sentiments I now declare, I | 
am the Wife of Ottey: — He has over me Rights J 
which are inconteſtable.— I cannot ſee or hear you | 

without being criminal, at leaſt 1 think ſo ; and that 

Belief gives me ſo great a Confuſion, that without the | 
g 


Preſence of my Brother I would caſe myſelf of yours, 


though at the Price of that Life you have preſerved, 
and which is no longer dear to me than while it is ac- 


companied with Honour. 
41 Fo. 
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if even the Senate ſhall decree you to me, would you 
then oppoſe my Felicity ? Antonio, who perceived bis 
Friend had ſome great Defign on foot, joined with him 
to oblige //abe/la to yield to their Reaſons, This 
charming Lady finding herſelf preſſed by thoſe who 
were moſt dear to her in the World, and by her own 
Tenderneſs, ſuffered herſelf to be guided by them, on 
Condition they ſhould acquaint the two Ladies Contartny 
and Tuftiniany with the whole Secret, and obtain their 
Conſent ; and that they would put her into a Convent 
under another Name, till the Succeſs of their Meaſures 
ſhould determine her Fate: For in fine, continued the, 
to prove a Love and Conſtancy equal to yours, fince I 
am reputed dead, I will be ſo to all the World, if it be 
not judged proper that I ſhould live for you. 

This was her laſt Reſolution ; nor was it poſſible to 
obtain more ; and Juftiniany thought himſelf happy 
even to bring her to this Point. It was then reſolved 
between them four, that Jia ſhould wait on 
Madam Contariny in Perſon, and that Horterfia ſhould 
bring her Mother and Siſter ; and they both prepared to 
manage this Incident with as much Addreſs as poſſible, 
leaſt an Exceſs of Joy might produce Effects Grief had 
| failed to do. Antonio remained with his Siſter ; Horten/ia 
went to Madam 7uftiniany ; and 7uſtiniany to the Palace 
of Contariny. This Viſit appeared ſomewhat extraor- 
dinary to the Mother of 1/abe//a ; and ſhe received him 
with Ceremony, not having ſeen him twice fince the 
Marriage of Antonio. Tuſtiniany entreated ſhe would 
give Truce to her Civilities, and permit him to enter- 
tain her without Witneſſes : She conſented to it ; and 
when they were alone finn, began his Dien 
| uh 
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with the perfet Friendiſh between himſelf and Scignior 
Contariny from thcu Infancy, praiſed his good Qualities, 
and expatiated on the Happineſs of his Couſin Herrenfin, 
in being united to a Husband ſuch as him ; then with 
a Sigh, added, he wiſhed the admirable {bella had 
becn bleſt with ſuch a Fate. 

At the Name of Ida the Face of Madam Cen- 
toving was covered with Tears and Taftiniany taking 
Advantage of this tender Moument, "There ſometimes 
Lappens fuck amazing Things in Lite, faid he, that one 
cannot readily give Credit even to the Teſtimony of 
our own Eyes: A Woman, believed deal, was fome 
Days paſt put into a Coffin, and entomb'd ; yet came 
afcervard to Life, and is now in perſect Health : If a like 
Adventure had hanpened to \ladim O:155ony, you would 
not be every Day employed in conſollag Autom and 
Horienſia. 1 would give my Life, cried Madam Contariny, 
with Tranſper:, to enjoy one Moment the Sight of my 
dear Daughter, and to be aſſured ſhe lived. Well ahem, 
Madam, ſaid Fufliniany, taking her Hand, come and 
lee this dear 1/abe/la, whom the molt perſett Paſſion has 
raiſed from the Tomb, and who will not live, but for 
you. Madam Centariny had no Power to reply preſently 
to theſe Werds; but lcoking amazedly on him from 
Head to Foot, at lait, O Heaven ! cried the, what is 
it you lay ? — Can it be poſlible that Seignior Tufliniany 
would deceive me ? No, Madam, reſumed he, 1 do not 
deceive you : — Moderate your Joy, and come with 
me to embrace your Daughter : — But if you would 
have her live, you muſt keep all you ſee and hear a 
Secret. 


H 2 There 
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There needed no more to oblige Madam Contariny to 
accompany this dear Conducter; and they came into 
the Chamber of IJabella the Moment that Hortenfia en- 
tered with her Mother ard Siſter. Never was a Scene 
more truly touching than this Interview ; — Tears, Ac- 
clamations, the Names of Mother, Daughter, 1/:5://a, 
Friend, and Siſter, were promiſcuouſly mingled ; and 
even thoſe who pronounced them, ſcarce knew what 
they faid : But Contariny impoſing Silence on theſe 
Shouts of Gladneſs, acquainted his Mother, in as few 
Words as poſſible, the whole Secret of the Amours of 
Seignior 7 «fliniony and his Siſter, and how he had taken 
her out of the Arms of Death. All the Severity of this 
Lady vaniſhed at hearing fo rare an Effet of Conſtancy 
and Love, and ſhe endeavoured not to reſtrain thoſe of 
her Gratitude : She ſtretched out her Arms to 7uftiniany, 
who put himſelf on his Knees to receive her Carefles, 
calling him a thouſand Time; her Sen; and lier Remorſe 
was ſo ſincere to have given her Daughter to Ortcbony, 
that it was not difficult to gain ker Corr to what they 
defired. She wcu'd, however, bave dillwaded //abella 
from go'ng into a Convent, ſaying, ſhe might with as 
much Privacy rema.n in her Palace: But they could 
not prevail on that beautiful Lady to atterd the Deciſien 
of her Fate in any other Place ; and for her Satisfaction 
they conducted her the n<xt Day to a Monaſtery, where 
a near Kind{woman of Madam Tu/tiniany was Abbels ; 
to whom they preſented her as a young Maid arrived 
from Padua, and truſted by her Friends to the Care 
of that Lady. As her Health was not yet entirely 
eſtabliſhed, they took all neceſſary Meaſures for her to 
be ſerved with Attention. The amorous Jufftiniany faw 

her 
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her every Day ; and when he found ſhe was perſectiy 
reſtored, delayed no longer the Execution of what he 
had projefted. To this End he went to the Senate ; 
where having declared that he had ſomething very im- 
portant to ſay, every one prepared to liſten to him with 
Pleaſure ; fo well was his Eloquence known to them, 
and fo greatly did they eſteem him. He then recounted 
to them, under ſictitious Names, the Hiſtory of [/abella, 
her Husband, and himſclf: He made a Detail of all 
the Circumitances of this ſurprzing Adventure, in Terms 
ſo ſtrong, ſo touching, and fo pathetick, that the Sena- 
tors could not retain their Gravity : — All their Eyes 
were full of Tears ; nor could the Deoge himſelf keep 
his from overflowing. 

Tuſliniany, who judged the Succeſs of his Deſign by 
this happy Beginning, pleaded with ſo much Force the 
Rights which the Lover had acquir'd over the Lady, by 
the Care he had taken of her Life, that he made thoſe 
of the Husband appear quite loſt by having buried her 3; 
and when he demanded a Decree, by which the Mar- 
riage ſhould be made void, and the Lady at Liberty 0 
eſpouſe her Lover, there was not one Voice to the Cons 
trary ; but that which was moſt ſingular, was, that Om. 
bony was the firſt who allowed the Juſtice of the Requeſt, 
and ſpoke the moſt to oblige a Grant of it. 

If the Recital of 7a/tiniany had not been too tender, 
not to af the molt diſintereſted Hearts, Antonio, who 
was preſent, would not have been able to have reftrained 
his Laughter, wo hear this old Senator ſo warm in urging 
a Thing ſo directly againſt himſelf. 


H 3 When 
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When 7uffiniary had obtained this favourable De- 
cree, and ſeen it ſigned and ratified by all the neceſ- 
fary Formalities, he roſe up again, and thanked the 
Senate in the Name of 1/abella Contariny, declaring 


the 
Place ; and making a low Obedience to that auguſt 
Afembly, verified the Truth of all J»finiany had ad- 
vanced. Never Surprize was equa] to that of all who 


of Iſabella and Ju/liniany without Oppoſition. Otto- 
bony, overcome with Rage, Grief, and Shame, quit- 
ted the Senate, and ſhut himſelf up in his Palace to 
conceal the Agitations of his Soul: While the happy 


7 
ran 
dam Contarinj, Hortenfia, and Lucilia, with his dear 
Jjabella ; and having ſhewn them the Senate's Decree, 


This beautiful Perſon was now conducted to the Pa- 
lace of Contariny, more lovely, more enchanting than 
ever; and in a few Days afterwards was ſolemnly eſpou- 
fed to the faithful Nina. 

This Marriage, illuſtrated with the brighteſt Flames 
of Love, was celebrated with all poſſible Pomp and | 
Magnificence : — There were ſo many Feaſts, Balls, and 
Maſquerades, given on this Occaſion, that it ſeemed a 

ſecond 
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where the common Topick of Diſcourſe ; and the ami. 
able /abella, who from the Arms of Atropes was taken 
into thoſe of the moſt tender of all Lovers, confeſſed 
that Life had Charms, when allowed to paſs it with the 
Man ſhe loved. 


QUID-PRO- QUO. 


TY 


NOVEL IX. 


———— 


REL/DOR and Dami: were two old Gentle 
men of Normand;, whoſe Aﬀairs obliged 
them to reſide at Dic. As their Houſes 
| were contiguous, the near Neighbourhood 
occaſioned an Intimacy between their Families; and that 
Intimacy making them acquainted with the Merit of 
each other, grew by Degrees into a ſolid Friendſhip : 
Nor were their Wives linked in a leſs tender Union. 
Celidor had one Son named Leander, and Damis one 
Daughter called Conflantia ; both of them perſectly ami- 
able by the Gifts of Nature, and much more fo by the 
Help 


J 
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Help of an Education worthy of their Birth, and pro- 
portioned to the Aſſection of the moſt indulgent Parents. 
Leander and Conffantia conceived an Eſteem for each 
other on their firſt Acquaintance ; and though the one 
was no more than fifteen, and the other but thirteen Years 
of Age, when Love began to make them know his 
Power; yet were their Notions of that Paſſion no leſs 
ſolid, than they were delicate. Their Underſtandings 
alſo were ſo far advanced, that it was but a very little 
Time they remained ignorant from what Source was de- 
rived the Pleaſure they tcok in ſeeing and converſing 
with cach other. As they had always been taught, that 
to know themſclves truly was the Perſettion of Wiſdom, 
they carefully examin'd their own Hearts ; and when 
Leander did fo, he found that he had no Wiſh beyond 
that of pleaſing the beautiful Conflantia; and Conflantia, 
that nothing could make her Life happy, but the Op- 
pertunity of paſling it with the accompliſhed Leander. 
This Conſciouineſs, however, render'd them not more 
bold in the Diſcovery of their Sentiments : Conflantia 
no ſooner knew the loved, but ſhe knew alſo that her 
Modeſty and Prudence laid her under the Neceſſity of 
conccalin 3 it from all the World, but eſpecially from 
him who was the Object; and Leander, whoſe Reſpect 
was equal to his Flame, thought Complaiſance and AC. 
ſiduities the only Interpreters he caught to make uſe of in 
informing her of what he felt. But as careful as they 
were in preſerving the Secret of their Hearts, their Mo- 
thers ſoon diſcovered the mutual Attachment; and -as 
there was no Diſproportion either in Fortune or Quality 
between them, ſpoke of it to their Husbands ; and find- 
ing 
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ing them diſpoſed for this Alliance, it was agreed be- 
eween them ſour, that the Marriage ſuculd be ſclem- 
niz d as ſoon as Leander ſhould be in Poſſeſſicn of a con- 
ſiderable Poſt that Ce/idor had in view for him at that 
Time; and that tir young Levers ſhould be informed 
of their Happineſs, and cach permitted to rrgard the 
other as the Perſon deilin'd for their future Spout. 

When theſe Promiie were given on both Sides, the 
Mother of Conflantia, will:ng to prove how far tan 
amiable Maid had fſufrred her Heart to be eng ged, 
and alſo to divert herſelf, by giving ker a ſtert Ver- 
plexity on that Score, made her come with her int zer 
Cabinet ; and when they were alone, Conflantia, ſad 
ſhe, looking gravely on ker, a Maid of your Age cught 
not to be treated like a Child; and you ae rcally at- 
tained ſo good an Underſianding, that it weu'd be an 
Aﬀeront to you, to talk to ycu in that Manner. It 
is therefore I am obliged to remind you, tat you mull 
henceforth act with all the Prudence of Maturity: 
The Reputation both of Man and Woman chiefly de- 
pends on the firit Steps they make in the World; and 
they cannot be too cauticus, if they are poilcts'd of that 
laudable Ambition of acquiring a gocd Claracter, On 
this Principle, your Father and myſelf kave determincd 
to put an End to the Alüduitics of Leand:: and that 
we may do fo, without giving him or his Family any 
Room to teproach us, we have concluded to marry you 
toa Perſon whom we look upon as uncxceptiona.le. — 
Our Choice ought always to be yours ; but as I love 
you with the moſt tender Aſſection, I Would know your 
Sentiments before I give my Anſwer; and that you 

ſhould fee the Perſon to whom you are deftined, he 
wall 


7 
1 * 


The Quid-pro-Quo. 83 
will be here in a"ſhort Time; and I charge you 0 
tell me without Diſguiſe what you think of him. The 
fair Conflantia, who expected nothing leſs than this 
Diſcourſe, and by Conſequence was not prepared for it, 
was not ſufficiently Miſtreſs of hericlt to diſſemble her 
Grief : She fell on her Knees, and with a Face all 
bathed in Tears, Ah, Madam ! cried ſhe, in the Name 
of all that is dear to you, baniſh this dreadful Reſo- 
lution. — I have the utmoſt Averſion to Marriage — 
I look with Terror on all Engagements which muſt 
ſeparate me from you : — Whoever it is you will bring 
to me, I am aſſured I never can love him; — I there- 
fore conjure you not to ferce me to ſee him, — Pardon 
my Freedom ; but ſince you command me to be ſincere, 
grant that I may be ſo before this Object is preſented to 
my Eyes, ſince it is impoſſible that the Sight of him 
ſhould make any Alteration in my Sentiment 

This tender Mother, who on any other Occaſion 
would have been touched to the Soul to fee her Daughter 
in this State, had now all the Difficulty in the World 
to forbear ſmiling at it, well knowing to what Motive 
her Fear and her Refuſal was owing ; but reſolving to 
carry on the Deception as far as ſhe was able, this Diſ- 
courſe very much ſurpriacs me, ſaid ſhe ; is it poſſible 
to conceive a Hatred for one unknown to us ? You are 
entirely ignorant of the Merits of the Perſon propoſed 
to you, therefore could not declare againſt him with- 
out havi g ſome ſecret Reaſon. — I muſt be made ac- 
quainted with it; therefore command you to conceal 
nothing from me, on Pain of being delivered without 
conſulting you any farther, to him your Father has 
made Choice on for you, — I much fear Leander is the 
Cauſe 


>F 
* 


84 The Quid. pro- Quo. 

Cauſe of this pretended Averſion to Marriage. — You 
love him, Conſtantia, continued ſhe, aſſecting to grow 
more ſoftened. — Speak Conſeſ the Truth! — 1 
order you to do ſo as a Mother, and I conjure you 
as a Friend. 

Theſe Words failed not to produce the EffeR for 
which they were intended: The amiable Conflantia, con- 
ſcious of her Innocence, and preſſed to reveal her Secret, 
in a Manner which gave her Hope of Pardon, thought 
it was the only Way to avoid this deteſted Marriage, 
and gain her Mother to her Intereſts, by letting her ſee 
the true Situation of her Heart. In this Belief, though 
with many Tears and frequent Bluſhes, ſhe began to 
diſcover the Tenderneſs ſhe had for Leander, and by 
Degrees laid open all that had been hitherto concealed 
in the inmoſt Receſſes of her Heart. But, Madam, 
continued ſhe, with the moſt charming Air, notwith- 
ſtanding the Force of this Paſſion which poſſeſſes me, 
if I have not been able to vanquiſh it, I have at leaſt _ 
been able not to yield enough to it, by any Word or 
Action, to diſcover it to Leander, or to do any Thing 
unworthy of thoſe Examples of Virtue and Prudence 
you have ſet me. 

1 have not been Miſtreſs of my Heart; but have 
never ceaſed to be ſo of myſelf ; and to triumph in 
ſome meaſure over my Sentiments, I have not only con- 
cealed them from Leander, but alſo reſolved to be igno- 
rant of his : — I love him, without knowing I am be- 
loved ; but whether I am indiflerent to him, or not, this 
I am certain of, that I never feel a Tenderneſs for any 
other. — Never let me ſee him more: — forbid him 
your Houſe, I never will complain: You ſhall ſee me 
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conſlantiy ſubmiſſive to your Will ; but, in return, cons 
pel me not to give my Hand, while my Heare is in a 
Situation fo little conformable to that which Marriage 
exach from a virtuous Woman. 

Her Tears here ſtopped the Progreſs of her Words ; 
her from the Poſture ſhe had all this Time been in, and 
embracing her with Tranſport, My dear Confantia, 
faid ſhe, you ſhall loſe nothing by the Confidence you 
have repoſed in me : — My Heart is no lefs anxious 
than your own, for your Happineſs ; — I cannot, how- 
ever, diſpence with obliging you to ſee the Perſon 
whom we wiſh to be your Spouſe. — Your Father is 
abſolute in that Article: — give us the Satizfafton, — 
and be aſſured, that if your Averſion for this Marriage 
continues after you have ſeen him, he never ſhall be 
your Hushand. 

But, my Daughter, continued ſhe, bghold into what 
Diſorders we are plunged, when once we loſe the Power 
over our Paſſiens: If you had been more watchful 
over yourſelf, you would not have reſigned your Heart 
without the Conſent of thoſe who ought to have the 
Diſpoſal of it: For, in fine, my dear Conflaniia, it is 
not the Example of a Mother, nor the Precepts of a 
Tutreſs, that can prevent our Fall ; what muſt preſerve 
us is only in ourſelves : — we: muſt avoid all Occaſions 
of making a falſe Step: — The Danger is ours; it ther- 
fore belongs ® us ©o guard againſt it ; — Prudence js 
not a Science, it is not to be leamed by Principles taken 
from others ; it muſt be born with us ; no Maſter can in 
ſtruct us in it ; and as the Eſſence of it is divine, its Voice 
is ſuſhcient to give us Laws, If you had always liſtened 
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to this Voice, my dear Conflantia, you would now 
have obeyed us without Conſtraint, and whatever we 
had thought proper would have been agreeable to you : 
True Wiſdom leaves us free from all Attachments and 
Prepoſſeſſion. But I forgive your Youth this Error ; 
and give you not this Leſſon by way of Reproach, but 
to engage you henceforward to keep a ſtrict Rein over 
your Will, whether in the State of Maid or Wife, and 
to adviſe your Children to do the ſame, if Heaven ſhall 
ever make you become a Mother. 

She had no ſooner ceaſed to ſpeak, than a ſervant in- 
formed her that Leander was come to wait upon her : She 
ordered he ſhould enter ; and the beautiful Conflantia, 
extremely troubled at this Viſit, which ſhe imagined 
would be the laſt he ſhould be permitted to make to that 
Houſe, was preparing to retire ; when her Mother com- 
manded her to flay, in a Voice which teſlißed ſhe ex- 
pected to be obeyed. Leander appeared; and had no 
ſooner ſet his Feet within the Cabinet, than he threw 
himſelf upon his Knees before Madam Dai, with 
an Air of Satisfaction, which, together with his Action, 
ſurprized Conflantia : But ſhe was much more ſo, when 
the heard the young Cavalier addreſs her Mother in 
theſe Words: I come, Madam, ſaid he, to render you 
my Thanks for the Conſent you have vouchſaſed to 
make me the happieſt of Mankind, and to entreat 
your Permiſſion now to declare to the adorable Conflentia 
thoſe Sentiments which my ReſpeR alone obliged me 
hitherto to conceal. Riſe, my dear Leander, replied 
Madam Danis, embracing him ; Conffantia has too 
much Virtue to diſapprove of your Diſcretion 3 and it 


ought to be a Satisfaction to her, that ſhe is not obliged 
to 
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to bluſh at the Confeſſion of your Love, fince I am the 
Interpreter. Conflantia, purſued ſhe, looking on her 
with a half Smile, behold the Husband we have choſe 
for you ; and by that you ought to judge that the In- 
ſtruc ẽons I have given you, are "aſs thoſe of a Mother 
than 2 Friend. 

The amiable Conſtantia was in too much Confuſion 
to be able to pronounce one Word: But Madam Danis, 
unwilling ſhe ſhould remain fo, drew her out of it by a 
thou and tender CareTcs, and the Aſſurances ſhe gave 
Ler Leander, that he was no leſs loved than he could de- 
firs ; and ker Goodneſs giv! g Liberty to theſe young 
Lovers, they declared before ker all that the Reſpect of 
the one, and the Modef'y of the other, had hindered 
them from ſpeaking till tat Moment, Colider, his 
Wife, and Monſieur iu, in a ſhort Time came in, 
and joined them, confirming them yet more in the 
ſweet Hope of their being united for ever ; and after 
that Day there paſſed not one, without Leander and 
Conflantia ſwearing, to each an everlaſting Love, and 
Conſtancy unſhaken . 

But their innocent Felicity was too great to be of any 
long Continuance ; three Months, ſince their being 
permitted to Love, and to tell each other ſo, before 
Danis and his Spouſe were ſeized both in the fame 
Day with a Malignant Fever, which ſent them from 
the World, in ſpite of all the Care and Skill of the 
Phyſicians. This was a terrible Thunder-Clap to the 
grieved Conflantia : She felt it in all the Faculties of 
her Soul ; and though ſhe was left a very rich Heireſs, 
not all the Eſtate the was now abſolute Miſtreſs of, 
could afford her the leaſt Conſolation ; and as ſhe was 
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wot yet of an Age proper to be entruſted with herſclf, 
the was obliged to ſubmit to the Government of an Aunt, 
who took epon her the Management of every Thing, 
having been conſtituted Guardian to Conflantia by we 
laſt Wil of her Father. 

This Lady was named Dans: She had been married 
at Bologne to a Man of Rank and Fortune; but was left 
a Widow, and without Children, at an Age which might 
not have been an Hinderance to her making a ſecond 
Engagement, had not the Love ſhe took to Conflantia 
made her reſolve the contrary for her Sake: Her Reſi- 
Cence was at Bologne, except only two or three Months 
in the Year, that ſhe pailed with her Brother. It hap- 
pened to be in one of thoſe Viſits that Dami: and his 
Wife fell fick, and died. She was not ignorant of the 
Love of Leander and Conflantia ; and as ſhe knew her 
Brother and Sifter-in-Law approved it, had the ſame Ten- 
derneſs for the young Lovers as they had ſhewn : But if 
their Death made no Alteration on the Part of Conflan- 
tia, it occaſicned a very great one in that of Celider : 
New Ideas now took up his Mind ; and as he perſuaded 
kimſelf that bis Word ought to laſt no longer than their 
Lives, he believed it dilengaged now they were daad ; 
and told Leander he muſt now renounce his Love, and 
prepare for another Eflabliſhment. I be amorous Lan- 
der received this News with a Diſpair, which it would be 
very diflicult to deſcribe : He employed all his Eloquence 
to make his Father conceive the Diſhonourableneſs of 
ſuch a Proceeding ; and his Mother, no leſs concerned 
than he, omitted nothing to perſuade her Husband to be 
more juſt ; but neither of them could prevail any Thing, 
Celidor was inflexible in his Reſolution ; And as he knew 
** | | that 
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that Conflantia would be oblige to accompany Theang to 


Balve, he imagined that Time and Abſence would en- 
tirely deſtroy the Intelligence between theſe Lovers. 

The Mother of Leander was alſo compelled to let 
Theana know that Celidor retrafted his Promiſe ; but re- 
lated the cruel Meſſage with ſo lively a Grief, that the 
other had no Room to doubt of her Sincerity. They 
agreed on Meaſures to write to each other, that theſe un- 
fortunate Lovers might have the Conſolation of know- 
ing they were not forſaken. Madam Celider aſſured 
Theana, that ſhe would be ſo induſtrious in raifing Ob- 
ſtacles to the Will of her Husband, that ſhe doubted not, 
but in ſpite of his preſent Reſolution, ſhe would preſerve 
Leander for Conflantia. Theana made her the ſame Pro- 
miſe. The two Lovers ſwore an inviolable Fidelity ; and 
by a Thouſand tender Teſtimonies of the moſt perſect 
Love, endeavoured mutually to render this Separation as 
little dreadful as poſſible. 

Theana, however, looked on the Behaviour of Colider 
1s ſo great an Aſſront, that it was not for the Honour of 
Conflantia to remain at Diepe after this Rupture z and 
therefore ſettled her Neice's Aﬀairs with all the Expedi- 
tion ſhe could, and prepared to return to Boge. She 
acquainted theſe faithful Lovers with her Intentions ; and 
as they ſaw each other every Day in her Preſence, tho 
unknown to Ce/idor, they could not but perceive the Haſte 
ſhe made for a Departure, which redoubled their Grief 
every Moment ; and when that of their being divided 
was arrived, they both ſeemed ſo near Death, that they 
owed the Continuance of Life only to the Aſſurances 
that Madam Celider and Theana gave them of labouring 
for their Felicity. 
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In fine, Conflantia went with Theana to Belger, and 
Leander remained at Dicge, the moſt Diſconſolate of all 
Mankind. Conflantia no ſooner arrived, than her Beau- 
ty gained her a Crowd of Adorers ; and her Aunt, wil- 
ling to diſſipate her Melancholly, and extremely piqued 
at the Treatment of the Father of Leander, permitted 
her to take all Diverſions proper for a Maid of ber Age 
and Rank. The Quality and Fortune of this Widow 
making her equally reſpected, her Houſe was the Ren- 
dezvous of all the Perſons of Condition in that Neigh- 
bourhood ; and this City was then extremely gay, by 
Reaſon of the Officers in Garriſon there. Theſe Geatle- 
men were continually procuring ſome new Pleaſures for 
the Ladies, ſuch as Balls, Concerts, Feaſts, and Maſque- 
rades ; and when they were informed that rana ap- 
proved of her fair Neice's being preſent at theſe Enter- 
tainments, every one vied with the other in giving them 
vith the moſt Magniticence and Delicacy. 

But this beautiful Lady was wholly inſenſi ble of the 
Cares they took to oblige her : Joy never appeared in her 
Countenance, but on thoſe Days in which he either re- 
ceived Letters from Lander, or was writing to him. 
This pleafing Correſpondence for ſome Time kept Diſ- 
pair from taking Poflefion of their Souls ; and they ſtill 
hoped that Love and Conſtancy in Time would ſurmount 
all Diffculnes, and put a happy Period to their Troubles. 
But Conflantis found bers augmented in a ſhort Time 
after ſhe came to Bologne, by the Addreſſes of a Cavalier, 
who by a thouſand fine Qualities had perhaps been ca- 
pable of touching ber Heart, had it not been already given 
to Leander, He was Captain in a Regiment famous for 
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many brave Exploits; be was well made, graceful in 
his Perſon, witty and gallant in his Converſation ; had 
ſomething ſo eaſy and fo noble in all his AQtions, and 
that happy Mixture of the tender and the martial Air, as 
render'd him no leſs charming in Peace, than be was 
formidable in War. 

Cleodat, for fo he was called, being ſuch as T have de- 
ſcribed, was a Pretender too dangerous not to alarm 
Conflantia ; Not that ſhe thought he had more Merit than 
Leander ; but feared that Theana ſhould be of a different 
Opinion, her Reception of him making her ſuſpect ſuch 
an Alliance would be extremely pleaſing to her. This 
faithful Maid therefose, to prevent her intereſting herſelf 
too far in this Afair, or giving any fecret Promiſe to 
Chedat of favouring his Suit, reſolved to ſpeak of it 
firſt to her, and declare her Sentiments fo plainly, that 
the other ſhould know it was in vain to propoſe any 
Thing on his Part; and as the Paſſion of Chodat al- 
ready began to make a Noiſe in the Town, and the 
Manner of Theana's Behaviour to him, made moſt People 
believe it would be a Marriage, ſhe thought ſhe could 
not too ſoon put her Deſign in Execution. The ſame 
Day, happening to be alone together, Theaws began to 
ſpeak of Clodar, and hinted that ſuch an Offer would 
be more advantagoous than that of Leander. There 
could not be a fitter Opportunity than this for Conflantia 
to ſpeak ; She immedanely laid hold on it, and inter- 
rupting her Aunt, Do me the Favour, Madam, faid the, 
to make no Compariſon between thoſe two Gentlemen : 
Leander and Cleodat may, for ought I know, be equally 
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der is a thouſand Times more amiable:— But were 
my Love leſ partial, — did my Reaſon oblige me to 
confeſs the other had more eſſential Merit, Admiration 
and Love, you know, are diflerent Paſſions. —— Leander 
has my Heart ; nor could an Angel's Form make any 
Change in it, to the Prejudice of that dear Man to whom 
it firſt was given by my own Inclination, and he con- 
firmed in the Poſſeſſion of by a Father and a Mother, 
whoſe Memory is precious to me; and alſo by the Aſſu- 
rances Yourſelf has given me, never to conſtrain my 
Wiſhes on that Score. 

It is true, reply'd Theana but Celidor having broke 
his Promiſe, you are no longer obliged to keep yours 
Leander is not his own Maſter ; he muit obey the Will of 
a Father, who can compel him to enter into another En- 
gagement, and that would be an Aſſront which I ſhould 
be glad you would prevent by being before -hand with 
him, and accepting an advantageous Eſtabliſhment. 
Cliadat is rich; he has no Perſon to whom he is obliged 
to give an Acccunt of his Actions: He loves you ; he is 
worthy of being loved ; and I believe, my dear Con- 
ftantia, that you could not be more happy, than with 
ſuch a Husband. —— I have promiſed you to do no- 
thing which may put a Force on your Inclinations, and 
reſpect as much as you do the laſt Will of Deni; but 
if Celidor does not very ſoon repent his late Behaviour, 
it will be very imprudent in you to preſerve an Attach- 
ment which cannot but render you unfortunate. 

The beautiful Conffantia, who ſaw, in ſpite of the Aſ- 
ſurances her Aunt had given Leander, ſhe was now 
"Wholly on the Side of Clode?, reply d reſolutely, That 
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were ſhe certain of never being the Wife of Leander, ſhe 
would go into a Convent. Theana, who loved her with 
the moſt perſect Tenderneſs, and was loth to give her 
any farther Pain, put an End to this Diſcourſe, by freſh 
Proteftations of leaving her entirely Miſtreſs of her Fate. 
But as the Afiduities of C/codar ſtill continued, and that 
Lady received his Gallantries with the ſame Favour ſhe 
ever did, Conftantia reſolved to let Leander know the 
Truth, to the End he might make a laſt Effort on the 
Diſpoſition of his Father. 

While theſe Things paſſed at Bag, Lacader was 
not leſs employ d at Diepe, though more agreeably : An 
Adventure, which had like to have coſt the Life of his 
Father, and which his Valour alone prevemed from 
being fatal, had taken from Celider the Power of re- 
fuſing any Thing to ſuch a Son. This Gentleman 
coming home one Night unattended, having ſupped at 
the farther End of the Town, was attacked by four 
Men, who falling all at once upon him with drawn 
Swords, obliged him to make the beſt Defence he was 
able : But little would his Strength or Courage have avail- 
ed againſt ſuch Odds, and he mult infallibly have fallen 
a Sacrifice to the Aﬀlaſimes, if Heaven had not fent Loan. 
der to his Aſſiſtance 

That diſconſolate Lover, rather avoiding than purſuing 
any Company which might diſfhpate his Melancholly, 
uſed to paſs whole Days with à Friend who was indiſ- 
poſed, and kept his Chamber : And as he never quitted 
him till it was late, his good Fortune brought him at 
the very Moment that Celidor looked on himſelf as loft. 
The Claſh of Swords informing him of a Combat, he 

ran 
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ran haſtily to the Place where the Noiſe directed him; 
and though it was too dark to diftinguiſh Faces, he per- 
ceived that four Men were engaged againft cne. There 
needed no mere to the generous Leander; be immediately 
put himſelf on the weikeſt Side; and flying like Tight- 
ning cn the baſe Aflai an's, fo well ſeconded Cetrder, 
that two of them were preſently kid, a third wound- 
el, who, with the fourth, ſteing the Loſs of his Cor 
panions, betock him cf to fight. All this was done 
with ſo much Alacrity, that neither Father or Son had 
Time to know each other. Cel/dor, little imag.nivg to 
whom he had that Obligation, when Leander asked kim, 
if he were hurt, then Celidsr, ſurprized to hear his 
Voice, Ah, my Son! cry'd ke, is it to ycu I owe my 
Life? What, my Father! is it you? reply'd Leander, 
no leſs aſtoniſh'd, At theſe Words, Celider having em- 
braced him, could not kinder himſelf from laying aſ de 
the Modeſty of a Father, to do Juſtice to the Valour of 
his Son, to which he gave all the Praiſes it deſerved. 
But Leander obliged him to break cf, by asking a ſe- 
cond Time if he were hurt; and the other ſay ing Le 
was in the left Arm, Leander teſtified his filial Affection 
in his Concern, and the Care in which he conducted 
him Home, where all the Family were ſtrangely alarm- 
ed, to ſee them enter with their Swords drawn, and all 
their Garments ſprinkled with Blood. 

Madam Ce/idor not knowing whether it was her Huſ- 
band or her Son that was wounded, nor in how danger- 
ous a Manner it might be, made the moſt piteous Cry; 
but was ſoon appealed, when both of them, having re- 
counted their Adventure, and the Surgeons ſearched 
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the Wound of Celli, found there was nothing in 
it of any ill Conſequence. As for Leander, he had the 
good Fortune to have given mortal Blows, without re- 
ceiving even the moſt trifling one himſelf. Celider, 
charmed with his Courage and Generoſmy, in expoſing 
his Life for him, without knowing him, thought he 
c>uld never ſpeak ſufficiently in the Praiſe of that Ac- 
tion. And his Gratitude now making tum refle& on 
the Diſcontent in which he had involved a Son fo wor- 
thy of his Tenderneſs, by oppoling his Inclinations, and 
the deep Melancholly he had obfrrved in him fince the 
Departure of Conflantia, he reſolved to make her the 
Recompence of the Service he had done him. 

Having thus determ ned, he would not delay giving 
him this agreeable News, but told him the next Day ; 
and alſo, that he ſhould go the ſame Week to Bologne, 
in order to ask her Pardon on his Part for the Wrong he 
had done her, and bring her back te Die. The Joy 
of Leander at this happy Change is not to be expreſſed ; 
and Celider was more convinced of the Sincerity of his 
Love by the Exceſs of his Joy, than he had been by that 
of his Grief. 

In the mean Time, they made a ſtrict Enquiry after 
the Aſſaſſines of Celider ; but could never be able to diſ- 
cover any Thing of them, the Bodies of the Dead being 
no where to be feund; and this made them conclude 
that they were Robbers. Leander was now preparing 
for his Departure for Bolgzne, when ſome of his Friends 
entreated him to accompany them in a Party of Pleaſure 
they deſign'd to make by Sea As our Lover had now 
a Mind perfe&ly at Eaſe, and doubted not but to ſee in a 
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mort Time the Objet of his Love, he accepted the In- 
vitation. The Defign of this Diverfion was to go in 
chace of ſome Sea Birds, of which that Coaſt is full, and 
which afford excellent Entertainment both in the Taking 
and the Eating. This Kind of Amuſement is very 
much in uſe with the young Gentlemen of thoſe Parts; 
and Leander being an excellent Markiman, promiſed 
himſelf better Sport than any of the reſt. They were 
eight in Number, and well furniſhed with Powder and 
Shot for their Game, and every Thing neceſſary to re- 
gale themſelves with: They hired a Deck Ship, and 
embarked, breathing nothing but Joy and Satisfaction 
But juſt as Leander was about to go on Board, one of his 


People brought him a Letter ; which, knowing to be 


Conflantia's Hand, he haftily opened, and found in it 
theſe Words : 


The Faithful ConsTaxnT1A to her 
Dear LranDeR. 


O®* cruel Fate, not content to have ſeparated us, my 

dear Leander, perſecutes us farther, in giving you a 
Rival protected and encouraged by 'Theana, — My Fide- 
lity is unſhaken ; but my Difquiets are extreme. —— Seften 
Celidor, if it be poſſible, and come to take me from this 
Place, if you yet defire to fee her any more, aue never can 
be but 


Your ConsTANTIA. 


Theſe 
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Theſe few Lines put Leander into the utmoſt Diſor- 
der. He embarked, however, with his Friends ; but was 
in the moſt profound Muſing, in what Manner he 
ſhould proceed to prevent the Misfortune which it reaten- 
ed him. The Company perceiving this Change in his 
Behaviour, did not fail to railly him. On which he 
endeavoured to aſſume more Gaiety ; but all his Efforts 
were in vain, till he bethought himſelf of the Means 
to ſatisfy his Love and Impatience. As he was to go 
to Bologne in a few Days, he thought his Father would 
not be offended that he precipitated his Departure, if 
an Occaſion preſented itſelf ; and thinking a fitter 
could not be than this Party of Pleaſure, the Way be- 
ing very ſhort, and not at all dangerous, he- took the 
Pilot afide, and having put ten Louis-D'ors into his 
Hand, conjured him to ſteer towards Bologne, without 
ſaying any Thing of his Deſign to the Company. The 
Wind was favourable ; and the Pilot finding no Difficulty 
in meriting ſuch a Liberality, did as he defired. Le- 
ander then became as facetious as ever ; and was the 
firſt that contributed to the good Humour of this little 
Company. They diſputed with each other their Skill 
in Shooting ; they killed a great Quantity of Birds ; 
they regaled themſelves with the Delicates they had on 
Board: They were all diſſolved in Mirth ; and the Bark 
was gone a coriſiderable Way from Die, without any 
of them taking Notice, while Leander triumphed with- 
in himſelf at the innocent Deception with which his 
Love had inſpired him. In fine, their Satisfaction was 
compleat ; when on a ſudden they were ſurpriſed by 
the Sight of a large Veſſel, which made direaly to 
ward them. 
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This was a Privateer of Hui. which the Noiſe of 
their Pieces continually diſcharging all Day had drawn 
to them, in Expectation of a Prize. Our Marine Hun- 
ters, who before had lolſ'd in a ſupine Negligence, 
were now rouzed by the Danger which threatened them, 
and wondered to find themſelves ſo far out at Sea : But 
it was not a Time for Debate ; and being all Men of 
Courage and Spirit, they reſal ved to fell dearly their 
Lives, or their Liberties : Every one prepared with 
equal Ardour for the Fight ; and Leander, who had been 
the Cauſe of this Accident, was one of the firſt who 
voted for it, being eager to chaſtiſe the Corſair for de- 
laying his Deſign; and as he took Notice that the 
Veſſel was without Cannon, he flattered himſelf with 
getting the Victory. 

In this Hope he and his little Band did Things in- 
credible : They ſtood the Shot of the Dutch, and re- 
turned it ; but the ſuperior Number of the Enemy, 
joined with the Expectation of getting a great Prize, by 
the Magnificence of the Habits of the French, fo ani- 
mated them, that the reſolute Leander, in ſpite of all 
his Courage, was obliged to yield, after having ſeen 
moſt of his Companions either killed or wounded. 

As his Valour had excited Admiration in the Captain, 
and he was able to ſpeak a little French, he demanded 
of him who he was, and where he and his Companions 
were going in ſo ſmall a Bark. Leander, who had no- 
thing but Conflantia in his Mind, replied, That an 
Aſſair having called him with all Expedition to Bologne, 
he had taken the Opportunity of the Wind being 
favourable ; adding, that the Thing was of ſuch Im 
portance to him, that if he might be permitted to go 

on 
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on Shore at that Place only for twenty-four Hours, 
he would give him a Bill of Exchange on any Banker 
he pleaſed, either at Roan or Paris, for fifteen thouſand 
Livres, with a Promiſe to return, and put himſelf in 
his Hands till the Money was paid. 

The Manner in which Leander expreſſed himſelf, the 
Graces of his Perſon, and, above all, the fifteen thou- 
ſand Livres, had ſuch an Effet on the Durch Captain, 
that, after having conſulted his People, he took the Let- 


eſſel where it was at Anchor, 


no Perſon ſhould be ſent out to take him. The 
Captain with a Confidence rarely to be found in one of 
his Nation, depended upon his Honour ; and Leander 
having left him, made all imaginable Haſte to the 
City. And as he was remarkable by his fine Air, and 


had been with his, thanked him in the ſame Tone ; 
but replied, That there was no Neceſſity of his giving 
him any Trouble; for the Houſe of Teana, to which 
he was going, would afford him every Thing he wanted- 
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At the Name of Thrana the Soul of Cliadat began to be 
Ered with Jealouſy ; he preſently imagined a Man, ſuch 
as Leander, could not but be a Lover of Conflantia, and 
conſequently a Rival, from whom he had every Thing 
to fear, 

Then regarding him with an Air very different from 
u firſt Salutation, I am the Friend of Theana, ſaid he ; 
and my Pretenſions to the beautiful Confleantia, her Neice, 
gives me the Right of preſenting all thoſe who ſhall be 
entertained by her ; and if you would enter, it muſt be 
through my Introduction. I his Diſcourſe, uttered in an 
Ironick Tone, made Leander preſently comprehend he 
was talking to his Rival; and anſwering him in the 
fame Manner, It belongs only to me, ſaid he, to give 
Vet miſſion for an Entrance here ; and whoever ſhall 
diſpute it with me, I know how to aſſert my Claim. 

Cleedat, animated by this Reply, drew his Sword, 
crying, Come on then, let us ſee how far this Power 
will extend over me. Leander, whom Jealouſy render'd 
not more moderate than Clrodat, was not tardy in put- 
ting himſelf in a Poſture of Detence: And thele two 
Rivals, equally valiant, equally uwiflamed with the moſt 
vehement of all Pathons, began a Fight whica threaten'd 
the moſt fatal Conſequence, when ſome Officers happen'd 
to paſs that Way, and knowing C/oda?, ran between, 
and ſeparated them. Ihe Crowd gathered about them, 
the Populace made a confuſed Noiſe, and the Tumult 
became ſo great, that Theana, whoſe Apartment lcoked 
into the Street, ran with Con/tantia to the Window : 
Judge of the Surprize they were in, when they ſaw Ls- 
andir and Cleodat with their Swords drawn, and with- 
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held on each Side by ſeveral Gentlemen, who vainly la- 
bour'd to make them grow more calm. The beautiful 
Conflantia fell into a Swoon : But Dan, who had 
greater Preſence of Mind, and unwilling her Neice's Re- 
putation ſhould be intereſted in this Quarrel, left her to 
the Care of her Women, and went down herſelf into 
the Street ; where, running immediately to Leander, Ah, 
my dear Nephew ! cry'd the, with a loud Voice, and 
embracing him ; by what Accident have you been com- 
pelled to have a Difference with the moſt Valued of our 
Friends? Is it in this Faſhion you ought to preſent 
yourſelf before your Couſin ? 

Theſe Words produced two EfſeRts at the ſame Time 
They made Leander comprehend it was of Conſequence 
to Theana, that he ſhould not be known for the Lover of 
Conſtantia ; and entirely diſipated the Rage of Clodat, 
by making him think, that the Perſon he had taken for a 
Rival, was a near Kinſman of that beautiful Maid: Aud 
this obliged them to act pretty much alike, though on 
very different Motives. They both put up their Swords, 
and advanced toward Theanra to excuſe their Behaviour 3 
and Cleodat, having conceived a high Eſteem for Leander 
on Account of the Valour he had ſhewn, embraced him 
with a ſincere Tendernefs, and entreated he would receive 
him among the Number of his Friends. Leander, though 
he had an extreme Pain in conſtraining himſelf, yet for- 
ced by the Signs and Diſcourſe of nn, treating him 
always a ker Nephew, anſwered the Civilities of Ce. 
dat like a Man who knew as well how to charm by his 
Sweetneſs, as vanquiſn by his Courage. For the better 
cementing this new made Friendſhip, Theana made them 
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bath go into her Houſe ; where, having inſtructed Con- 
flantia, in a few Words, how ſhe ſhould behave, ſhe ſa- 
luted Leander as a Kinſman, whoſe Viſit ſhe had a long 
Time expected. 

Cleodat, not the leaſt ſuſpecting the Deception put 
upon him, and highly pleaſed with Leander, thought he 
could not do too much to efface the Memory of his late 
Behaviour to him : He therefore propoſed a Ball that 
Night for the Celebration of his Arrival. Theana and 
Conflantia accepted it; and the rather, becauſe they 
thought the neceſſary Preparations for it would employ 
great Part of C/rodat's Time that Day, and by that 
Means they ſhould have the better Opportunity of enter- 
taining Leander in private. 

In fine, the Company ſeparating, as they expected, to 
get every Thing ready for this Diverſion, which was to 
be preceeded by a tine Collation, the impatient Leander 
no ſooner ' ſaw himſelf at Liberty to ſpeak to Conffantia 
in the Manner he deſired, than he fell at her Feet, and 
acquainted her with the happy Change in the Sentiments 
of Celider. Never was any joy more perfect than that 
of this faithful Maid at hearing News ſo much un- 
hoped for ; and if Leander had proved his Conſtancy by 
his Expedition in acquainting her with it, ſhe teltified 
her's in a Manner no leſs tender, in permitting him to 
fee the Exceſs of her Satisſaction. Theana, whom the 
Preſence of Leander had half drawn off from the Side of 
Clodat, was now entirely on that of Leander's, by learning 
that Celidor deſired nothing more than the Performance of 
his Promiſe, and the Pardon of the wrong'd Conſtantia. 


This 


thouſand Aſſurances of the Pleaſure ſhe took in their 
Felicity. After their mutual Tranfports and Carefles 
had laſted ſome Time, they began to take Meaſures for 


told him ſhould be the next Day carly : And, faid the, 
it may eaſily be contrived ; all our Acquaintance, and 
Cleodat himſelf, fatigued with this Night's Diverhon, 
will not judge it proper to viſit us till late in the Day, 
and before that we ſhall be conſiderably advanced in our 
Journey. But Leander, no lefs a religious Obſerver of 
his Promiſe with his Enemy, than with his Miſtreſs ; and 
not knowing how to reconcile that he had made to the 
Dutch Captain, with the Duty he owed Confantia, appeared 
ſo extremely perplexed at the Diſcourſe of Theans, that ſhe 
immediately perceived it ; and joining with her Neice to 
preſs him to relate the Cauſe, he could not diſpence with 
telling them his Adventure, and the Engagement he 
was under of rendering himſelf the next Morning to the 
Dutch Privateer for the Security of his Ranſome. 
The Joy of both theſe Ladies was very much dimi- 
niſhed at hearing this Accident: Conffantia accuſing het 
ſelf of being the Cauſe, by having wrote to him in the 
Manner ſhe did, was ſcized with the moſt piercing Grief ; 
and Theana felt the greateſt Vexation, in not having the 
ſiſicen thouſand Livres ready for him to carry to the 
Captain. The generous Conſtantia preſſed him to take 
her Jewels ; and her Aunt fad, that in a few Hours 
more 
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more than the Time prefix'd, ſhe could be able to receive 
that Sum ; which ſent to the Captain, would excuſe his 
Appearance at all. But Leander, no lefs generous than 
theſe Ladies, abſolutely refuſed their Offers, and told 
them, that were he capable of accepting them, it would 
be of no Service ; for the Privateer not ſeeing him come 


* according to his Word, would immediately ſuſpect ſome 


Treachery in the Caſe, and make from Boſegne with all 
poſſible Speed ; adding, that if he ſhould fail in this Point 
of Honour, and not be able afterward to fulfil his En- 
nagement to the Captain, as it was not poſſible he could, 
neither knowing his Name, or that of the Veſſel, he 
ſhould not be eaſy during his whcle Life, in ccnfidering 
that not only his own, but the Honour of the French 
Nation in general, would ſu.ier by ſuch a Breach of Pro- 
miſe. 

In fine, after many Regrets, Tears, and Reflections, 
it was at laſt concluded that Leander ſhould Keep his 
Word with the Privateer ; and that Tana and Conflantia 


ſhould privately depart for Dice the ſame Hour, and in- 


form Celider of what had happened, to the End the 
Sum of Money might be immediately ſent ; and that 
they ſhould carry on the Deception before Cedar, to 
prevent all Diſtruſt on that Side. 

Every Thing being thus regulated, our Lovers thought 


only of making the moſt of thoſe Moments they had 


of being together; and the Company ſoon after aſſem · 
bling, the Title of Couſin giving them a plauſible Pre. 
tence for teſtifying an equal Tendernefs, they loſt no 
Opportunity of doing ſo. Clodat, who gave the Feaſt 
and Ball, had teſlify'd fo much Magniſcence and Ga- 


lantry, 
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lantry, and his Manner of Behaviour fo greatly heigh- 
ten'd his natural Graces, that Leander could not forbear 
reproaching himſelf for the falſe Hope the Deceit put 
on him inſpir d him with ; and if it had not been for the 
reiterated and carneſt Sollictations of Theana and Con- 
fantia, his Sincerity of Humour had ſhewed itſelf in the 
full Diſcovery of the Truth to this amiable Rival. 
Cleodat, on the other hand, ſaw ſo many excellent Qua- 
lities in Leander, that he conceived a Friendſhip for 
kim little leſs powerful than the Love he was poſleſs'd 
of for Conflantia : And theſe Sentiments of each other 
made them behave with a more than ordinary Tender- 
neſs and Eſteem. —— In fine, every one ſeemed in a 
good Humour, a perpetual Round of Wit and Vivacity 
render'd the Collation deubly agreeable ; and even Con- 
ftantia, in ſpite of the Adventure of Leander, knows 
ing he would be diſengaged as ſoon as ſhe arrived at 
Diepe, ſo well conſoled herſelf, that ſhe appeared no 
leſs gay, than the moſt diſintereſled Perſon in the 
Company. 

The Feaſt ended, the Muſtck immediately began to 
play, and the Ball opened ; in which the two Lovers of 
Conjlantia made the chief Ornament ; but when Leander 
and that beautiful Maid danced together, they attracted 
the Eyes and Admiration of the whole Aſſembly : "Their 
mutual 'Tenderneſs giving Graces to every little Motion 
which were not to be learned by Art, gave them an 
Air too enchanting to be deſcribed. Cleodat himſeif 
was raviſhed with it, and could not forbear crying out 
ſeveral Times to Theana, that he had never ſeen two 
fuch perfect Perſons. As theſe Praiſes obliged Leander 
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to reply with others no leſ elegant, they were almoft 
all the Night together. Cleodat, to prolong the Ball, 
with Leander, in order to deceive the Company by this 
Diſguiſe : They went into the Cabinet of T for 
this Purpoſe : It had all the Succeſs they had promiſed 
themſelves ; Dean and Conflantia being the only Per- 
ſons let into the Secret ; contributed to carry on the 
little Cheat upon the others ; which cecaſioning many 
pleaſant Miſtakes, both among the Ladies and Gentle- 
men, afforded them an infinite Scope to ſhew their Wit 
and Vivacity. | 

The Night was far advanced, and none of ths Com- 
pany ſeeming inclinable to ſeparate, Tena, who de- 
ſigned to ſet out on her Journey by Break of Day, pre- 
tended to be a little fatigued, and defired Chedat that 
he would break up. I his Cavalier, always attentive to 
every Thing belonging to Conftantia, immediately 
obeyed, and by going firſt himſelf, gave an Example 
to the reſt to follow ; and that he might not diſcblige 
any who were there, waited for them in an outer Room, 
and conducted them to another Houſe ; where they had 
a ſecond Ball, or rather finiſhed the former. After it 
was over, being a little warm with Dancing, inſtead of 
going to Bed, he took a Walk on the Port, thinking 
it would be Time enough to return Leander his Habit, 
and to reſume his own, when the Ladies ſhould be up, 
and in a Condition to receive Company. 

While he walked, and abandoned himſelf to a ſweet 
Meditation, cf which Conflaxtia was the Object, Las- 


der was with her, and afliſting her and Theana in pre- 
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paring for their Departure: The Day appearing, they 
were obliged to take Leave ; and though they expected 


toward the Port ; on which he conducted 
fame Way. | 
But Fortune, whoſe Caprices, no human Wiſdom 


ſix Sailors, who were concealed under ſome Hammock- 
Cloaths that ſeemed careleſily ſpread, ſtarted ſuddenly 
up, diſarmed him, and in an Inſtant untied the Boat, 
and put out to Sea in ſpite of all he could fay to them. 

This was the Boat belonging to the Privateer Veſſel, 
which lying there to receive Leander, the Marriners de- 
ceived by the Habit, not doubting but Clendat was the 
Perſon they attended, and not underſtanding French, 
made little Account of his Reſiſtance, or the petitionary 
Poſtures he afterwards ſubmitted to, in nn 
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with them to ſet him on Shoar. They had gone bet 
| a very little Way when Leander came to the Port, be- 
lieving he ſhould find his Rival there: But happening to 
caſt his Eyes toward the Sea, he knew the Boat and 
Mariners ; and not doubting but that they had miſtaken 
Cleodat for him, liſtened to nothing but the Diftates of 
his Generofity, in an Occaſion which a Soul lefs noble 
than was his, would have turned to the Advantage of 
himſelf : He preſently jumped into a light Challop 
which happened to be in the Port, and obliged the 
Men to go with all Expedition toward the Ship ; and 
they ſo well obeyed his Commands, that he was by 
the Side of it as ſoon as the Boat. Cleodat ſurprized to 
ſee him there, demanded what was his Deſign ; when 
the Captain appeared, and ſeeing two Priſoners inſtead 
of one, was as much aſtoniſhed as himſelf. They were 
both, however, put on Beard the Veſſel ; and Leander 
having told him how his Men had been deceived by the 
Habit of C/redat, entreated he would ſend that Gentle- 
man back, and offered to add on his Account four thou- 
ſand Livres to the fifteen thouſand he had agreed to pay 
him for his own Ranſom. The Dutch Captain accepted 
his Propoſal, and permitted each of them to reſume 
his own Habit. 

During this Converſation, Cicadat, who comprehend- 
ed nothing of this Adventure, kept a profound Silence, 
ſtudy ing within herſelf how he ſhould acknowledge the 
Service that Leander was about to render him, and at 
the ſame Time to penetrate into the Reaſon that obliged 
him to pay the Captain fifteen thouſand Livres. 


The 


Heaven, what is it I hear ! Then Land, without 
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The happy Lover of Conffantia perceived the Per. 
plexity he was in, and willing to relieve him from it, 
and at the fame Time to cafe himſelf of the Conſtraiot 
he had been in, Cedar, faid he, I am charmed to 
have an Opportunity of proving the Efteem I have 
for you ; and I flatter myſelf you will not think me 
unworthy of yours, when you ſhall know it is to the 
Husband of Conflantia you owe this Service. 
To the Husband of Conflantia / cried Chadar ; Good 


giving him Time to ſay more, made an exact Recital 
of his Love, and the Situation of his Affairs till chat 
Moment; not even concealing in what Manner Cox- 
frantia had wrote to him, and the Impatience which 
gave Occafion to his Maritime Adventure 3 and by 
this Sincerity redoubled in ſuch fort the Eſteem and 
Admiration of Cliadat, that he could fnd no Words 
ſufficient to expreſs himſc!f, To reftore him his Liber- 
ty, when he might at the fame Time have been freed 
from a Rival who had given him ſo much Pain, and of 
the Payment of uch a Sum of Money, appeared to him 
ſo noble, and ſo generous an Acion, as he could no 
Way acknowledge, but by cbliging his Love to yield 
to his Gratitude, and uniting himſelf in the moſt ſolid 
and tender Friendſhip with him: He began by giving 
a Proof of theſe Sentiments, by refuſing to accept that 
Liberty he gave him, till they could both enjoy it to- 
gether ; nor would quit the Veſſel by all the Perſwaſions 
Leander could make uſe of. The Generofity of theſe 


two Cavaliers wroaght little leſs than a Miracle ; it 
moved even the Heart of a Dutchman The Captain, 
animated by ſuch an Example, promiſed to touch at 
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Diepe, where one of them ſhould go on Shoar for the 
. Money» and the other ſhould remain Hoſtage till his 
Return. They conſented to it with Joy ; and no other 
Obſtacle to their Wiſhes intervening, they arrived in a 
ſhort Time at Diepe. 

But when the Boat was ready there aroſe a new Con- 
teſt between the new-made Friends, which of them 
ſhould be left : Leander would have Cledat go, and in- 
form his Father of their Arrival, and what was to be 
done ; and Clrodat was obſtinate to remain the Gage. 
At laſt the Captain decided the Queſtion by his Autho- 
rity, and made Leander depart. 

Celider had been in the extremeſt Inquietude at his 
Abſence ; but when he ſaw him arrive, and heard all 
that had paſſed, with his Entreaty to let him have 
nineteen thouſand Livres for the Ranſom of him and 
his Friend, all his Grief diſſipated, and charmed with 
the Generoſity of his Son, went with him to the 
Bankers, and had the Sum immediately counted out to 
him. Leander then returned to the Challop, and 
having diſingaged his Friend, left the Captain highly 
ſatisfied with his Exattneſs. | 

The tranſperted Father, who waited for them at the 
Port, received them with open Arms ; and this Day 
compleated their Felicity by the Arrival of Theana 
and Conflantia, who were pleaſingly ſurprized to find 
Cleodat and Leander at the Houſe of Celider. The 
former reproached them in a gallant Manner for the 
Deception they had been guilty of toward him ; but 
let them know, that if he was not quite cured of his 
Love, he knew, at leaſt, how to command it. 


Nothing 
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Nothing could afford ſo much Joy to theſe two Ladies, 
1: to ſec the perfeRt Friendſhip berween Cloodat and Le- 
ander ; And when every Thing was ready for the Mar- 
riage of the lauer with Conflaxtia, Cludat would not 
quit Diepe till he had ſeen the Happineſs of his dear 
Rival compleat : bleſſing a thouſand Times the Quid- 
pe- of the Dutch Captain, ſince it had procured 
him ſuch a Friend as Leander, whom it was never in 
his Power to oblige to accept the Reimburſements of 
his Ranfom : But he yielded not to him in Noblenefs 
of Soul, and knew ſo well how to acknowledge the 
Service by a tender aud ſolid Friendſhip, that Leander 
thought himſelf ſufficiently recompenced. 
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GNORANCE couglt to be ranked a- 
mong the Number of the Vices, in order 
to oblige Men to be as little guilty of it as 
peilible ; and to make them carncft and 
cateſ.l in informing themſelves of all that is neceſſary, 
not only for the Improvement of their Underitanding in 
Matters of great Moment, but alto for their Behaviour 
in Society. There is a certain Manner which gives a 
Grace to every Thing; and though a Perſon may be 
endowed with very gocd natural Parts, yet when Edu- 
cation does not enable him to deliver himſelf with an 
agreeable Air, he is frequently miſtaken for a Fool. 
It 
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It is alſo dangerous to be ignorant : He that is fo, does 
not only affront himſelf, but others, and is liable to fall 
into Errors, which may produce the moſt miſchievous 
Effefts. And though the Example I am about to give 
you had a contrary Conſequence, yet it ought no lefs to 
be a Warning, fince that it was ſo was owing entirely 
to Chance. 

A Captain of one of his Majeſty's Galleys, whom 
I ſhall call Nen, lived at Marſeille: with all the 
Eaſe and Reputation that a reaſonable Fortune could 
beſtow : A handſome Equipage, a good Number of 
Servants, and a well-fuarniſhed Table, are ſufficient 
Advantages in Provence to make a Man be loved and 
reſpected, even when all others are wanting. But N 
was of a Character which made him be eſteemed by the 
moſt underſtanding Perſons of his Acquaintance : He 
was open, ſincere, liberal, and truly honeſt. To add 
to theſe good Qualities, his Diſpoſition was chearful, 
a Lover of Pleaſure, and had the Art of inventing per- 
petually ſome new Diverſion for his Friends. No Man 
was a better Companion in Happineſs ; but as he was a 
mortal Enemy to every Thing that had the Appearance 
of Sorrow, he was ignorant how to conſole thoſe who 
were moſt dear to him, whenever they were afflicted ; 
and a Sigh, a Tear, or melancholy Look, was at any 
Time ſufficient to drive him away. 

He was of an equal Temper, and his Heart free from 
all corrupt Principles ; yet did not his exterior Manners 
give any Grace to that inborn Worth he had received 
From Nature: He was blunt in his Repartees, little cor- 
req in his Diſcourſe, indulged himſelf too much in 
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Eating and Drinking, and a Stranger to all Elegance ; 
was never ſo happy, as in thoſe Companies where Bacchus 
was the reigning Cod. 
thoſe by whom be was moſt eſteemed was an 

Engineer, named Darcy ; and Niftes, whoſe good Nu- 
mour made him always return AﬀeQtion with Aſſection, 
was very often at his Houſe, not only becauſe he knew he 
had a perfe&t Welcome, but alſo becauſe the good Agree- 
ment between Mcoaſicur Darcy and his Wiſe, rendered 
his Family entirely free from thoſe Contentions and Diſ- 
quiets, to which our Captain had the utmoſt Averſion, 
and which he frequently found in Houſes where the 
Maſter and Miſtreis were of diff-rent Inclinations. 

Madamoiſelle Darcy was one of thoſe prudent Women, 
who by their good Management, Sweetneſs, and Complai- 
ſance, render the Dwellings of their Husbands more agree- 
able than any they can find elſewhere : MonſficurDarcy was 
always aſſured that whatever Friends he brought Home 
would be well received by his Wife, and that a hand- 
ſome Entertainment for them was never wanting ; and 
this made him take an infſnite Pleaſure in being much 
at Home, and having thoſe with him whoſe Converſa- 
tion he approved; among whom, as I have already 
ſaid, Nen was one of the chief and moſt frequent 
Gueſts. | 

As Madamoiſelle Darcy knew the perfect Friendſhip 
her Husband had for him, ſhe behaved to him with a 
Familiarity which made her not unacquainted both with 
his Faults and his good Qualities ; and thinking it a 
very great Misfortune that the latter ſhould be ſo 
much obſcured by the former, as they ſometimes were, 
ſhe wiſhed nothing more than to ſee him married, be- 
lieving 
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lieving the Society of an amiable Woman might by De- 
grees draw him off from that too-great Inclinatiom he 
had for the Pleaſures of the Bottle. 

But it was not fo cafy to perſuade Mies on this Ar. 
ticle as ſhe at frit imagined ) and both ſhe and ber Huſ- 
band began to deſpair of it, when Fortune wrought a 
Change in him at a Tune they leaſt expected it. Mon- 
heur Darcy having one Day invited the Captain to Din- 
ner, and this latter, who always did his Friends the Ho- 
nour to bring 2 good Appetite to the Table, being come 
pretty near the Hour in which they were accuſtomed to 
was ordinary to him, if it would not be preſently ſerved 
in? Madamoiſcile Dercy could not forbear ſmiling at 
this Queſtion, and defired he would have a little Patience 
in Favour of a very beautiful Lady, whom ſhe expected 
every Moment, and whoſe Company was well worth 
waiting fr. 

At the Epithet of Yery Beautiful, Niften laughed 
heartily ; and as ſoon as he could fpeak, I never yet, 
faid he, could fee that Face that was worth fpoiling a 
good Dinner for: But fince you will have me wait, feaſt 
my Mind, at leaſt, with acquainting me who this very 
beautiful Perſon is. You could not have made me a 
more agreeable Requeſt, reply'd Madamoiſelle Darcy: 
I love my Friends, and am always glad of an Occaſion 
to ſpeak of them. She is called, continued ſhe, Mada- 
moiſelle Delari; : Her Father was an eminent Engineer, 
and an intimate Friend of my Husband's ; and as I was 
linked in the fame Amity with his Wife, now they are 

both 
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both dead, all our Aſſection devolves on their only 
Daughter, who deſerves all that we can pay her. 

She became Miſtreſs of herſelf at a very early Age: 
But her Conduct had been always ſo prudent, that her 


Parents thought they could truſt the Care of her to no 
body better than herſelf : She is at preſent in Poſſeſſion 


of a very handſome Competency ; but has a great De- 


pendance on a rich Uncle in Picardy, whoſe Heireſs, ac- 
cording to all Appearance, ſhe will be. As to her Per- 
ſon, nothing can be more lovely : She is tall, finely 
ſhaped, has an Air in which Majeſty and Sweetneſs 
ſeem to vie for Superiority : Her Features are perſectly 
regular, her Complexion is delicate, her Eyes have 
ſomething enchanting in them: A thouſand ſmiling 
Graces are perpetually playing about her Mouth ; and 
whenever opened to ſpeak or laugh, diſcover the fineſt 
Set of Teeth in the World. 

But the Charms of her Mind are yet til more en- 
gaging: She is obliging, diſcreet, good-natur'd, well 
bred, has an Infinity of Wit and Gaiety ; all ſue fays 45 
with the extremeſt Propriety, yet unſtudied and divert- 
ing ; never ſpeaks the ſame Thing twice, yet never wants 
ſomething to entertain the Company. 

Ah, Madam ' cry'd Niften, make an End, for Heaven 
fake you know not that you have already made mc 
half a Lover, and do not confider what a Mizfortune 
that would be to a Man who prefers his Liberty to bis 
Life. 1 wiſh it might happen fo, reſumed Mademoi- 
ſelly Darcy, and that the young Lady I have mentioned 
were the Object. She had ſcarce finiſhed theſe Words, 

when 


The Gentleman of Picardy. 117 


when that beautiful Perſon entered, encuſimg herſclf in 
the molt agreeable Manner for not having came ſooner. 

Niften, who in all Companies had been accuſtomed to 
talk much, and ſomewhat too freely, was entirely mate 
at the Sight of Mademoiſclle Delaris ; and finding her 
even beyond the Picture her Friend had given him of 
her, conſidered her with ſo much Attention, that it was 
impoſſible for him to defend his Heart: He was not ig 
norant of what Kind were the Sentiments ſhe inſpur'd ; 
but he endeavour'd not to repell them ; he already found 
there were Pleaſures, in loving a worthy Object, and 
yielded himſelf entirely to his Paſſion. In fitting down 
to Table, he contrived to fit as near as he could to the 
charming Delaris ; and finding now that there was n 
God more ſlrong than Bacchus, be drank little, eat the 
ſame, and could find Time for nothing but Contempla- 
tion on her, who triumphed over all his other Inclina- 
tions. 

Monſieur and Madam Darcy perceived this Change m 
him, and all the Time they were at Dinner, took care 
to praiſe, and make him ſee the Charms of every little 
Word or Action of their beautiful Gueſt : who, on her 
Side, found Nifton a Perſon extremely adapted to her 
Taſte, and was not difpleaſed at the Commendations 
they gave her in his Preſence. As his new Paſſion gave 
him an Air of Gallantry, to which he was not ac- 
cuſtomed, and the Vivacity of that Flame extinguiſhing 
all others leſs agreeable, he appeared with all his good 
Qualities : And a few Words which Mademoiſelle Darcy 
ſpoke to her in private, giving her to underſtand he 

would 
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would be a good Match for her, joining with the fa- 
vourable Diſpoſition of her Heart, made her behave to 
him in as tender a Manner as ſhe could do, without Pre- 
judice to her Modeſty and Diſcretion. In fine, the De- 
fire of pleaſing on both Sides being equal, they ſo well 
ſucceeded, that Ni/ton reſclved not to quit this amiable 
Maid, without declaring the Change ſhe had made in 
his Heart; nor was he long without an Opportunity for 
putting his Deũgu in Execution, Dinner was no ſcener 
over, than they adjourned to the Garden ; where cvery 
one wandering as Chance or their Inclinaticn guided 
them, Nifton having given his Hand to Deluris, drew 
her by Degrees too far to be hcard, or interrupted by the 
reſt of the Company ; and as ſoon as he found himſelf 
ſo, his blunt and impatient Humour would not ſuffer 
him to delay what he had to ſpeak. 

After ſome little Diſcourſe, in which the beautiful De- 
laris made known her Wit and Spirit, he interrupted 
her on the ſudden, You have enchanted me, Madam, cry d 
he ; I have never ſeen any Woman fo amiable as you 
are ; and I proteſt, that never Man was more in Love 
thay I am. I know I do not obſerve the Rules that 
Lovers preſcribe to themſelves in their Declarations, 
and that Time and Aſſiduity ought to prepare the Way 
for the Liberty I take at preſent ; But all theſe Ceremo- 
nies are not agrecable to my Character : I am ſincere, 
but little verſed in the Delicacies your Sex expect. 
I feel that I love you ardently, and that obliges me to 
tell you fo. They have always reproached me for 
preferring my Bottle to all the Charms of Womankind : 
I mult confeſs I hitherto have done fo ; but it belongs to 


you 
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you to eſtabliſh my Reputation, and to prove that Love 
is above Bacchus, — You are free from all Engage- 
ment; ſo am I: — Your Wit and Beauty highly pleaſe 
me ; and I am ſure of behaving in a Manner that ſhall 
make you love me. —— Speak then, Madam; that 
lingle Word, Y us, will make both your Happinefs and 
mine. Mademoiſelle Delaris, could not refrain from 
laughing at the Terms in which the Captain expreſſed 
himſelf ; but not being of the Humour of thoſe Women 
who ſet a greater Value on the Shew than Subſtance, 
was not diſpleaſed with his plain honeſt Addreſs, and 
anſwered him with the ſame Freedom, I hat ſhe thought 
he did her Honour ; and was perſuaded ſhe could not be 
otherwiſe than happy with him ; but that their Acquain- 
tance being but of that Day, it was neceſſary ſhe ſhould 
take another to conſider of fo weighty an Aſſair as Mar- 
riage ; and that if he perſiſted in the ſame Sentiments, 
ſhe ſhou'd make no Scruple to acquaint Monſicur I ilbart, 
her Uncle, with his Aﬀection, and ask his Conſent : 
This is a Deference, ſaid ſhe, that is due to him, fince 
he is my neareſt Relation, and a Perſon I have always 
regarded as my Father, ſince I loſt him who was ſo. 
The amorous Nite regretted this Delay: However, 
his good Senſe told him, that Mademoiſelle Delari: act. 
ed with Frudence, and conformed to her Will, on Con- 
dition ſhe would permit him to viſit her at her own 
Houſe. She conſented to it; and both, equally pleaſed 
with each other, rejoined the Company. 
Monſicur Darcy and his Wife gueiling at part of 
what had paſſed, obliged the two Lovers to ſtay Supper ; 
and the other Company being retired, Ni/ton informed 
them 
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them of what he had faid to Mademoiſelle De/ari:. 
That beautiful Maid alſo made no Secret of her Anſwer; 
and they had the Satisfation to find their Friends ex- 
tremely pleaſed with the Conduct both of one and the 
ether ; and to be told, That in their Opinion they could 
not do better than to be united, neither of them having 
any Right to expect a more advantageous Offer. 

Niften, after having conducted Mademoiſelle Delari: 
Home, returned to his own Houſe the moſt enamoured 
of Mankind: He had no Sleep all Night, the Pain and 
Pleaſure of his different Emotions afforded him full Em- 
As ſoon as it was Time to rife, he quitted 
his Bed, drefs'd himſelf haſtily, and went to Dar, to 
have the Pleaſure of talking of the Object of his Paſ- 
fion ; but that not being ſuſkcient to ſatisfy him, he 
would have run to her Houſe, but his Friend prevented 
him, by telling him, that it was not the Way to pleaſe 
Ladies, to diſturb their Morning Occupations ; and that 
Politeneſs exacted certain Decorums to be uſed with all 
Women, particularly thoſe of Condition. 

Nifton was ſo little accuſtomed to the Converſation of 
unmarried Ladies, that he underſtood not the Formalities 
they expected to be treated with: He only knew that 
he loved the amiable Delari;, and that he could not be 
eafy out of her Company; but as ſoon as he was in- 
formed it would be inconvenient to his Miſtreſs to viſit 
her in the Morning, he fet Bounds to his Deſires. The 
Clock, however, had no ſooner ſtruck Twelve, than it 
was out of the Power of either Monficur Darcy or his 
Wie to detain him ; he broke from them, and getting 
into his Coach, made himſelf be drove to the Houſe 
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of his adored Delarir ; of whom, as ſoon 2s he faw her, 
he defired Leave to ſtay and dine. She ſmiled, and told 
him he was welcome. Both of them were ſufficiently 
pleaſed, though for different Motives ; Niftew for being 
with her, and cnjoying the Opportunity of diſcovering 
every Inftant ſome new Charm ; and Delaris with the 
particular Manner in which he ſpoke to her of his Love. 
As they were diſcourſing in a Manner thus agreeable 
to each other, a Servant delivered to Madamoiſelle De- 
lari; a Letter ſealed with black Wax: The Sight of it 
giving her a little Surprize, ſhe opened it haſtily. M/ 
ton, whoſe Eyes were fixed upon her, imagined he per- 
ceived a melancholly Air over-{pread her Face while 
reading: and not doubting but the Letter contained 
ſomething that would give her Trouble, roſe haſtily 
from Table, and would have taken his Leave. 
What, Ni/ton, ſaid the to him, Would you quit me, 
when your Preſence may be neceſſary to conſole me for 
for what I find wrote here? | feared, indeed, reply'd 
he, that it brought you nothing agreeable, by that black 
Seal; and as I would not know any Thing that might 
diſturb the Pleafure I take in being with you, I thought 
it better to retire, till your Grief ſhould be paſſed over. 
By what [I fee, reſumed the with a Smile, you are not 
very ready to comfort the Afflicted: But if you long me, 
as you would have me believe, you will have fome In- 
tereſt in the News I have received, fince it regards your- 
ſelf as well as me. | 
The Captain, wholly unable to comprebend of what 


-* Concern a Letter wrote to ber could be to him, entreated 


her to explain herſelf On which ſhe told him, I hat it 
ca 
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came from her Uncle in Picard), Monſieur YVilbart ; that 
he had acquainted her with the Death of his Wiſe ; that 
having no Children, and regarding her as his Daughter, 
he had named her his Heir ; and that he might the bet- 
ter ſecure to her his Eſtate, defired ſhe would come to 
Picardy, that every Thing might be regulated ; en- 
joining her to take his Name henceforward, as the ſole 
Inheritor of the Fortune of the Family. You find 
therefore, continued ſhe, that you have ſome Reaſon to 
1 regard what is here written, ſince it obliges me to leave 
[ Marſeilles: ; and 1 believe this Separation will not be in- 
| different to you. | 
| Theſe Words were like a Thunderbolt to Ni/tes : A 
| Storm at Sea, or a Fire-ſhip, would not have been half 
ſo dreadful; As he was little accuſtomed to Grief, he 
8: was the more ſenſible of it: He was not able for ſome 
| | Moments to utter one Word, but flood immoveable, 
with his Eyes fixed on the Face of Madamoiſelle 4% Vl. 
Fi bart, for ſo ſhe muſt now be called, and uttering the 
il moſt profound Sighs. This amiable Maid had Com- 
| paſſion on him, and repented herſelf of having ſpoke ſo 
freely: But the Captain at laſt recovering himſelf a lit- 
tle, I cannot comprehend, ſaid he, that there is any Ne- 
| ceſlity for your Departure; ſince your Aunt is dead, your 
| Preſence will be of no Conſequence in Picardy, and your 
Uncle may ſpare you that Trouble. Madamoiſelle 4. 
told him ſhe could not be diſpenſed with, and 
maſt begin her Journey within three Days. Nifton 
omitted nothing that he thought might prevail on her 
change her Reſolution : But it was impoſſible ; and all 
could gain, was her Permiſſion to accompany her as 
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When he went from her, he ran to Madam Dare, in 
hope to engage her to uſe all the Intereſt ſhe had with 
her fair Friend, not to quit Marſeilles But this Lady re- 
preſented to him, that it were not to love Madamoiſelle 
ds Vilbart to oppoſe the Performance of her Duty ; that 
ſhe was obliged by all forts of Conſiderations to oblige 
her Uncle ; whoſe Proceeding had been too noble, for her 
not to teſtify her Gratitude by this Complaiſance ; and 
added, that, far from diſſuading her from this Journey, 
he ought to encourage her to it, becauſe ſhe would now 
have an Opportunity of ſpeaking of his Addreſſes, and 
demanding the old Gentleman's Conſent for their Mar- 
rage. 

The impatient Ni/ton cocld not well reliſh this kind 
of Reaſoning ; his Love did not know how to agree 
with all theſe Motives of Duty, Obedience, and Grati- 
tude : It ſeemed to him that every Thing ought to yield 
to that Paſſion : But he was compelled, in fpite of his 
Nature, to ſubmit to this cruel Reſolution : And not be- 
ing able to fnd Eaſe for his Inquietudes, he returned to 
Madamoiſelle 4% Vilbart. 

As it was only over Ni/ten that Love exercis'd his 
Power with ſo much Ty;anny ; and Madamoiſelle 4 
Vilbart was governed by her Reaſon, in making Choice 
of him for hcr Spouſe ; he being both an advantageous 
and honourable Match, ſhe felt but little Uneafineſs in 
being ſeparated from him ; and fearing that his accom- 
panying her, as ſhe had promiſed he ſhould, Part of the 
Way, would occafion Diſcourſes ſhe was willing to avoid, 
reſolved to deceive him, and depart the next Morning. 
He had therefore no ſooner quitted her, than ſhe ordered 
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every Thing to be ready for her Journey i and he afterwards 


found her ſo tranquil, and ſeemingly diſengaged from Bu- 


neſs, that he had no Room to ſuſpect her Intentions. 
She made him ſtay to Supper with her, and did her utmoſt 
to divert the Melancholly ſhe ſaw him ſeized with ; but 
the more obliging ſhe was te him, the more amiable ſhe 
appeared, and by Contequence involved him in the 
greater T'rouble for her going. The Hour proper for 
Jus retiring being arrived, he roſe to take his Leave, 
with a Grief which convinced her of the Violence of 
luis Paſhon : As he doubted not of being happy enough 
to ſee her again the next Day, the Concern he was now 
in can be imputed to nothing but thoſe Forcbodings, 
which are the Symptoms of the moſt tender and ſympa- 
thetick Intelligence of Souls, She perceived it with 
ſome Compaſſion ; but flruggling with herſelf to act in 
a Manner fo as to remove all Imagination of the Deſign 
ſhe had in her Head, ſhe deſired he would come to Din- 
ner with her the next Day : And the poor deceived and 
truly enamcured Captain quitted her, a little comforted 
with the Hope that he had but a Night to paſs before 
he ſhou!d rejoin her, and in the Reilexion that he had 
yet three Days of Happineſs in her Converſation to en- 


joy before ſhe left Marcillos. 


But while he beguiied himſclf with every Thing that 
could flatter his Love, the beautiful de Yilbart was put- 
ting Things in a Condition to depart by Break of Day ; 
which ſhe did, after having wrote a Letter to Madam 
Davey, and left another for Nifton with one of her own 
Servants who did not attend her in her Journey. 


As 
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As all he could do was unable to afford him any 
Satisfaction, out of her Company, he came to her Houſe 
as ſoon as he thought it was convenient for him to enter : 
But what was his Diſpair when he found ſhe had de- 
ceived him, and was gone without ſuffering him to ac- 
company her, or even to bid her adieu! His Grief was 
extravagant ; he called on Heaven and Earth, and never 
would have given over his Imprecations, if they had 
not delivered him the Letter of that amiable Lady : 
which he opened with a Trembling, as if he expected 
to find in it the Sentence of his Death, and read theſe 
Lines. 


To the Worthy N1iyT@N, 


MPUTE met the little Deceit I have been guilty of to 
any Motive which ought to be diſobliging to you. — 1 
judged it neceſſary to behave in this Manner, to ſave w 
Stay in Picardy h be as ert -a; 1 can poſſibly male 
it, — ] beg you will paſi the Time of my Abjence as 
agreeably as you can; and if I find you in the fame Senti- 
ments at my Return, doubt not of the Solidity and Tender- 
neſs of mine, 

De VII ART. 


There needed no lefs than ſuch an Aſſurance to con- 
ſole this faithful Lover; who ran immediately to the 
Houſe of his dear Friend Davey, to disburthen his Heart, 
and have the SatisſaQtion of ſpeaking of her he loved. 

wy They 


126 The Gentlemas of Picardy. 


They could never have believed a Man of his Humour 
could have been capable of conceiving fo violent a Paſ- 


fion : Monſieur and Madam Darcy were ſurprized and 
Pleaſed at the ſame Iime. There wanting no more than a 
reaſonable Attachment to draw Ni/ton off from a Life a 
latle too Epicurean, and render him an amiable Com- 
panion : They both endeavoured to conſole him at this 
Juaſture, and made uſe of the beſt Arguments they 
could, to prevail on him to approve the Conduct of 
Mademoiſelle & Villart ; and as ſhe had in a Proſtſcript 
given him Directions how to write to her, they adviſed 
him to alleviate his Melancholly, by keeping an exact 
Correſpondence with her. 

This Counſel was to agreeable to his Inclinations not 
to be followed ; and Niftew, whom all Aarſcilles a ſmall 
Time paſt had ſeen ſpending whole Days and Nights at 
Table, always drinking, laughing, and in the Midſt of 
the moſt jocund Companions the Place afforded, now 
ſhut himſelf up in his Houſe, excluding all his former 
Society, that he might have nothing to interrupt his 
Meditations, which were all on Love, and the charming 
Mademoiſelle 4 Yilbart. He admitted no Viſits, but 
from a certain Number of Friends, who were diſcreet 
and grave ; to the Houſes of ſuch as theſe he ſometimes 
went, and regaled them at his own. This ſudden Alte- 
ration in his Conduct, aſtoniſhed all that knew him; but 
it augmented the Eſlcem they had for him ; and thoſe 
who were moſt the Enemies of Love, now bleſſed the 

happy Effects of that Paſhon on their Friend. 
The beautiful Object of this AﬀeRion arrived at Pi- 
guru without any Accident, and was received by her 
Uncle 
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Uncle with all imaginable Demonſtrations of Tender- 
neſs ; but that Gentleman had her no ſooner with him, 
than he began to think of diſpoſing of her in Marriage : 
He had already caſt his Eyes on him he intended for her 
Husband. And as Mademoiſelle 4% Filbart thought it 
would be imprudent to mention Nye too ſoon, Mon- 
eur de ilbare had Time enough to bring his Deſign al- 
moſt to Perſec uon, before ſhe could oppoſe it ; and in 
kfteen Days he preſented to her, as a Perſon he thought 
proper to be ber Spouſe, a Licutenant-Colonel eighty- 
three Years old, who had ſerved the King from his 
Childhood to the Age of ſeventy nine, and had loſt one 
Eye in the Wars; was of a gigantick Stature, and gothing 
but Skin and Bones ; had red Hair like a Fox, a ſhort 
Noſe, and firetched-out Noftrils like a Lion ; and withal, 
was gouty, conſumptive, and the worſt humouz'd Man 
in the World. 

It is eaſy to imagine, that a Perſon ſuch as this could 
infpire nothing but Averſion in the young and beautiful 
Mademoiſelle / Villert. Her Uncle did not expect ſhe 
ſhould love him ; but as he looked on Riches to be the 
ſole Attachment a Virgin ought to have, he thought 
thoſe of Spiron (for ſo this old Offices was called) would 
attone for all his Imperfeftions. He had thirteen thou- 
ſand Livres a Year, a fine Piece of Land fix Miles long, 
and was ſhortly to be in Poſſeſſion of a Government, 
which would afford him both Honour and Profit : All 
which would have render'd an Alliance with him, great- 
ly to be defired by a Maid leſs delicate than de Filbarr. 
She was ready to ſwoon, when her Uncle introduced 
him to her; and though ſhe had no more than a Ten- 

derneſs, 
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derneſs which went hand-in-hand with Reaſon for N:;/ton, 
yet now making the Compariſon between him and Spiron, 
very much augmented it. She had all the Difficulty in 
theWorld to conſtrain herſelf in his Preſence ; but as ſoon 
as he had quitted her, ſhe made no Scruple of diſcovering 
her Sentiments to Monſieur de YVilbarr, teſtifying to him 
all the Deteſtation ſhe had of Seitens Addreſſes, and tel- 
ling him that ſhe had an Offer at Marſeille: little lefs 
advantageous, and much more agreeeble. 

But the obſlinate old Gentleman, full of the Thoughts 
of aggrandizing his Family, would hear nothing of her 
Arguments ; and replied to her, That as he had the Good- 
neſs tommake her his Heir, ſhe muſt be obedient, or reſolve 
to loſe all that his Kindne's intended to endow her with. 
It would be impoſſible to expreſs the Grief with whuch ſhe 
was ſeized at hearing theſe Words ; and being then about 
to anſwer a Letter ſhe had received from Nifton, ſhe 
wrote to him a full Detail of the unhappy Circum 
ſtances of their Love, in a Manner extremely natural 
and touching. The Captain read this Account with 
ſuch Tranſports of Fury, as could only be equalled by 
thoſe of his Love : He preſently cried out, that he 
would go to the Caſtle of 4, Yilbarr, reproach the Vio- 
lence he offered his Neice's Inclinations, and challenge 
Spiten, without thinking on the Conſequences which 
would attend ſuch a Proceeding, or that the Condition 
of the old Lieutenant · Colonel ſcreened him from ſuch 
kind of Attacks ; and all the Prudence of Monſieur 
rr 
of preventing him from ſome Act of Deſperation, if 
three Days aſier that Letter he had not received another, 

which 
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which reſtored him to his firſt Hopes. The Contents of 
it were in theſe Terms 


To the moſt-deſcrving and faithful Ni rox. 


A*® I delayed wet to acquaint you with my Perplexities, 
I ought to be mo left exaF in communicating to you the 
Removal of them. — The Gout in the Stomach of the old 
Lieutenant Colonel has relieved all my Troubles, by ſending 
bim to bit Grave. — Believing that I had an irreparable 
Loft in him, he has left me, by Will, the Conſolation of fox 
rheuſand Livres a Year ; wobich Generofity demand: I ſhould 
remember lim: However, this Addition to my Fortune is 
[fi agreeable to me for itfelf, than that it makes me more 
worthy of you. — My Uncle baving no longer any Obje# 
in bir Head, begins to lifien to me with Patience ; though 
[ hawe not yet diſcovered to him aue you are, reſerving 
that till my Return to Marſeilles fall are me your 
Sentiment! are the ſame they wwere at my leaving it 3 but F 
have ſaid enough to make him believe I could not fix my 
Lowe on a more <verthy Man. I ſhall fet out from the 
Cafile To-morrew Morning, and foon have an Opportunity 
of telling you by Ward of Mouth all that regards 


D VIiLBART. 


If the Grief and Deſpair of Nifton had been exceſſive 
at the former Letter, his Joy was no leis fo at the Re- 
ceipt of this ; and from that Moment, till the Arrival 
of Madamoiſelle 4% Vilbart, he did nothing but count 
the Days, the Hours, and Moments of her Approach 
owards him. 


That 
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That amiable Lady, before her Departure, employed 
all her Wit and Eloquence to perſwade her Uncle to 
leave to herſelf the Choice of a Husband. Monficur 4. 
Villar: was not eaſy to be managed: He was a Gentle- 
man of but a moderate Genius, born in his own Caſtle, 
Which he had never quitted, but to viſit thoſe who de- 
pended on him; and as his hducation had been com- 
prized in making him know the Value of his Lands, 
he was a little opiniated, prejudiced, and vain of the 
Ancientneſs of his Family. His Neice, who was per- 
fealy acquainted with his Humour, would not beaſt 
too much of Ni/ton, fearing he ſhould take what ſhe 
ſaid as the Effet of her Prepoſſeſſicn, rather than the 
Juſtice due to his Merit ; and contented herſelf with 
aſſuring him that he was a Man of Condition, rich, and 
in an honourable Poſt ; and told him ſhe wiſhed nothing 
more, than that he would come to Mar/cilles, and be 
himſelf the Judge how far he merited the Character ſhe 
had given of him ; concluding her Diſcourſe with a 
Promiſe to do nothing without his Conſent. 

Monſieur de Vilbart a little ſoſtened by this Difference, 
would not refuſe her the Favour ſhe requeſicd ; and 
without asking any farther Queſtions concerning Ni/ton, 
aſſured her he would come to Mar/eilles, and if the 
Gentleman were ſuch as ſhe had deſcribed, he would 
willingly conſent he ſhould be her Husband. All the 
Affairs relating to the Eſtate of Madamoiſelle de Vilbart 
being now entirely ſettled, ſhe began her Journey to 
Marſeilles, believed that the ſooner ſhe arrived, the ſooner 
her Uncle would hafte to follow her, and doubting but 

his Vanity would be flattered in ſeeing the Magnifi- 
cence 
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cence of Niften, and the Eſteem with which he was 
treated by the whole City. 

In eſſect, ſhe returned to Marſeille: after ten Weeks 
Abſence, and immediately ſent Word of it to Madamoi- 
ſelle Darcy Where Nies, who never let a Day, or 
ſcarce an Hour, paſs without going to enquire, learn'd 
the pleaſing News almoſt as ſoon as that Lady. 

He flew to her Houſe, and demonſtrated his Love 
and Joy in a Manner, as could leave her no room to 
ſuſpect his Sentiments of her had received any Change, 
unleſs more violent than ever to her Advantage : And 
though he expreſſed himſelf not with all that Delicacy 
and Elegance which Lovers ordinarily ſtudy, and all 
his Tranſports were with a Freedom which had the Air 
of Bluntneſs, yet were they not leſs tender and endear- 
ing than the beſt· connected Phraſes. 

Madamoiſelle de Yi/bart received him with her ac- 
cuſtomed Gaiety and good Humour; and perſwaded of 
the Sincerity of his Affection for her, rendered him a 
faithful Account of all that had paſſed fince her De- 
parture : But wheo ſhe informed him that they muſt 
wait for the Coming of Monſieur e Filbart for the 
Celebration of their Marriage, he could not hinder him- 
ſelf from complaining of this Delay, as an Injuſtice to 
his Love: You ought not, ſaid he, to have engaged 
him to this Journey ; — an Uncle is not as a Father 
his Preſence is little neceſſary to us ; — and you will ſee 
that this old Man will be peeviſh enough to delay his 
Coming on purpoſe to make me outrageous, 

Madamoiſelle 4% Vilbart could not forbear laughing at 
this Diicourſe ; but as ſhe already knew the impatien, 
Humour 
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Humour of Niſten, was not ſurprired at it ; but adviſed 
him to write himſelf to her Uncle ; which ReſpeR, ſaid 


ſhe, I know will pleaſe him, and engage him to haſten 
his Departure. Nifton, who had the fame Idea in his 


Head, fat down immediately to her Eſcritore and wrote 


this Letter ; 
To Monſicur Dz VitBarxr. 


14 22 ſells de V ilbart, Monfieur, ha, informed you 

of the Impatience I have to became one of your 
e arofinh it was in ber Power to make 
you but weakly ſenſible of the Ardour with which I burn 
to be united to ber. — Were 1 Maſter of the Univerk, 1 
ſhould preſent it to ber with my Heart, as being worthy to 
poſſeſs every Thing. — But all that Fortune has befiowed 
wpon me day at ber Feet ; and conjure you to come and 
afſure my Felicity, in giving me, with the Title of ber Ha- 
band, that of your Nephew, 


NirToN, Captain of a 
Galley at Marſeille:. 


He had no ſooner ended his Epiſtle than Monſieur and 
Madam Darcy came in, who, as well as Madamoiſclle 47 
Vilbart extremely, approved of what he had wrote, the 
latter of whom thanked him in the moſt obliging Man- 
ner ; and Nifton, who imagined he ought not to truſt 
to any but himſelf, in a Thing which he expected would 
haſten his Felicity, would needs go and put it into the 
Poſt with his own Hands. After which they all went 
together to the Houſe of Monſieur Darcy, where they 


. 
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dined with that Satisfaction, which is always inſpired by 
the Preſence of thoſe we love. 

Fifteen Days paſſed in expeRting the Anſwer of Non 
fieur de Filbart ; for which Miu had ſo much Im- 
patience, that he never went out without giving a rift 
Charge to his People to bring any Letter that ſhould be 
left for him, wherever he was. About the End of that 
Time Madamoilelle de Vilbart gave an Entertainment 
to Monſieur Darcy, his Wife, and the amerous Ni/tes ; 
and as they were eating, a Servant of the latter preſented 
him with a Letter All the Company caſt their Eyes 
upon it at the ſame Time ; and ſceing Pirardy on the 
Poſt-Mark, entreated him to open it, and let them lar 
the Contents. Wies needed not any Intreaty ; n 
doubting but he ſhould find here the Accomplitmon 
of his Wiſhes, he therefore broke the Seal, and read 
with a loud Voice theſe Words : 


To Nrrrox. 


2 ts mr, ſhe gave m 

to underftand thou wwert an hon;1 Man, and in an 
bonn Employment ; but thy Letter tells me he A. 
ceived me in her Account — Know then, Monfiear Raſcal, 
that one of my Family ir wat for a Perſon ue it at the 
Head of a Pack of Villains, of auen gas muſt be the 
greateft, becauſe thou callefÞ thyſelf their Captain. — 
Rogue ! Thief ! obo oughtefl to have thy Noſe and Far: 
cut off ; bow du tes have the Impudence to think of 
alljing thyſelf with a Gentlewoman 7 — I will come 
inflantl to Marſeilles ; where, if thea haſt the In. 
* Ane 
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dence to appear, I vill make thee ſuffer all the Torture: of 
that Death due to the Robber; on Highways, — I am 
obliged to put thy infamous; Die, in my Letter, that 
then mayeft ſee 1 know thee before I reach thy abominable 


Perſon. 


De VILBART, the Uncle of an 
unhappy Maid, who has a curſed 
Galley-Slave for her Lover. 


Judge the Surprize of all the Company at this Letter, 
and of Nifton in particular: The Paper fell from his 
Hands as he ended the Reading of it; Monſieur and 
Madam Darcy was in the ut moſt Conſternation Ma- 
damoiſelle de Yilbart alone preſerved her ordinary Air, 
and ſeeing the Couſuſion of her Friends, fell into a vio- 
lent Fit of Laughtcr. As for Ni/ton, the Aﬀair ſeemed 
to him too grave to be made a Jeſt on ; but though he 
was naturally fiery, and little accuſtomed to endure, and 
now thought himſelf affronted in the moſt groſs Manner, 
he had ſo much Prudence as not to fay any Thing of 
the Uncle, which he thought might be diſobliging to 
the Neice. 

This amiable Lady, who ſaw into his Heart, and was 
willing to eaſe it of thoſe uncaſy Emotions, addreſſing 
herſelf to the Company in general, Indeed, ſaid ſhe, I 
am aſtoniſhed, after the Picture I have given you of my 
Uncle, that Perſons of your Underſtanding ſhould find 
any Thing in this Letter which ſhould deprive you 
of your accuſtomed good Humour. I aſſure you I 
painted him ſuch as he is, a Man of Honour and Probity, 


but one of a very limited Comprehenſion, entirely igno- 
rant 


rant of the great World, having never ſeen, nor much 
heard of any Thing beyond his own Territories ; but 
above all, a Stranger to Military Aﬀairs, eſpecially thoſe 
belonging to the Sea : I fee, therefore, no Room for 
any Thing but Laughter on the pleaſant Miſtake he has 
made on Ni/ten's Profeſſion. 

What ! cried Niften haſtily, is it poſſible he can be fo 
ignorant as to make no Difference between a Galley- 
Slave, and a Captain of a Galley ? If he is fo, nothing 
but the Regord I have for you ſhould kinder me from 
going this Moment to the Caſtle of Farr, and ma- 
ling him know ke ouglit to informa himſelf before he 
1adors. 

Monkeur and Madam De, u bo knew the Temper 
of ider, and fearing this Accident would break the 
Marriage, joined with Madamoiſelle 4 Villart to per- 
{wade her Lover there was nothing in this Adventure but 
what ought to excite Lavghter ; and tliat it being rather 
a Subject of Diverſion than Reſentment, they ſhould 
wait the Arrival of Monſieur de Villart, and make an 
Amuſement of his Simplicity, when he ſhould be 
thoroughly acquainted with the Poſt of a Captain of 
a Galley. 

his Propoſal carrying with it an Idea of Pleaſure 
conformable to the Humour of Nifter, calmed him im- 
mediately, and he began to be aſhamcd of having been 
angry at all: He demanded Pardon cf Madamoiſelle 4. 
Vilbart ; and every one having reſumed their wonted 
Chearfulneſs, they read the Letter a ſecond Time, and 
their Minds being in a different Compoſure, they all 

laughed as much at it, as they had been grave before. 
N 2 At 
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At laſt i was concluded, that in convincing de Vilharr 
of the Falſuy of his Opinion, they ſhould puniſh him 
n a Manner which Monſieur and Madamoiſclle Da- 
aikſted them to contrive, and at the Execution of which 
they were to be preſent. All that troubled the Captain 
was the Time they muſt attend the Arrival of Mankeur 
de Vilkart, his Love and his Impatience to divert him- 
ſelf with the Gentleman of Picardy not permitting him 
to reſt till he had accompliſhed both. But Madamoiiclic 
de Vilbart knew fo well how to baniſh all his Inquietudes 
by her Wit and Softneſs, and by aſſuring him that the 
Indignation of her Uncle would haſten his Journey, 
that he reſolved to be more patient in Complailance 
to her. 

To paſs the Time, however, with leſs Wearine%, he 
propoſed that they ſhould be every Day together: To 
which they all readily conſented ; and as Milan, Ma- 
damoiſclle de Vilkart, and Monſieur and Madam Darcy 
were all of them extremely reſpected among the People 
of the beſt Faſhion in Mer/eillcs, their Society was ien 
augmented with very agreeable Company. A whole 
Month was now elapſed without hearing any News of 
the Gentleman of Picard,; and Nies in ſpite of all he 
could do, began again to be impatient, when one Morn- 
ing, being with Madamoitelle de YVikbarr, to bring her 
to the Houle of Madam Darcy, and happening to ſland 
at a Window which looked into the Street, while ſhe 
was writing ſome Letters, he ſaw, at a little Diſtance, a 
Carriage made like a Buttery, drawn by two half-itarv'd 
Horſes, under the Government of a Coachman with 
one Eye, and a kind of a Dwarf behind it. This 


groteſque Equipage appeared ſo merry to him, that he 
called 


— 
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called haftily to Madamoiſclle 4% Vilbart to come and 
ſee it ; but ſhe had no ſooner caſt her Eyes upon it, than 
ſhe cried out, It is Monſicur de ilbart / it is my Uncle 

Then having concealed Nen, it being agreed be- 
tween them that he ſhould not appear till Monſieur and 
Madam Darcy were come, ſhe ſent to let them know 
it, and prepared to receive her Uncle. 

This Gentleman being arrived, made no leſs Noiſe at 
his Neice's Gate, than if he had come with a Coach 
and fix, and Madamoiſelle 4% YFihbart ran down to meet 
him ; and though he accoſted her with a very ſevere 
Air, ſhe ſeemed not to perceive it ; and having tenderly 
embraced him, conducted him to her Apartment And 
when ſhe had given Orders for his Equipage, At laſt, 
my dear Uncle, ſaid the, I ſee you in Marſeilles, and 
have the Pleaſure once in my Life to entertain you in 
the Place of my Birth. I know not, replicd he, what 
Pleaſure it may be to you to ſee me ; but I take little 
in being obliged to come this Journey, to reproach your 
unworthy Choice. He would have proceeded ; but 
Madamoiſelle 4% i/bart interrupted him, ſay ing, Dear 
Uncle, do me the Favour to mention it no more, I do 
not think I have done any Thing to offend you ; — 
Perhaps you have been deceived, or perhaps I have de- 
ceived mylelf ; but this I can aſſure you, that I ſhall 
do nothing without your Conſent ; and fince you are 
here, diſturb not the Joy I have to ſee you: I give a 
Dinner to- Day to fome Perſons of Conſideration, who 
will rejoice that you are come to add to the Number, 
provided you will be in good Humour. 


N 3 Monſieur 
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Monficur 4s Filbart loved Wine and good Cheer at 
his Heart, and his Anger greatly abated at this Diſcourſe ; 
and aſſuming a more ſmiling Countenance, Well, faid 
be, I am naturally complaiſant, and will do every Thing 
you defire, on Condition you will drive from your Mind 
that Rogue, that Galley-Slave, who wrote to me. As 
be ceaſed to ſpeak Nifton entered: The Magnificence of 
his Habit, his fFne Mein, and a certain Air of Freedom, 
which accompanied all his Motions, firack de Villar 
with the utmoſt Amazement ; who rifing reſpechſully 
from his Scat, asked his Neice, in a low Voice, if he 
was not ſome great Man of the Court ? Yes, anſwered 
ſue, in the fame Tone, he is a Count. Then the old 
Gentleman, ſaluting him with the moſt ſubmiſſive Air, 
thanked him for the Honour his Preſence did his Neice, 
and immediately demanded his Protection againſt a 
villanous Galley-Slave, that had attempted to ſeduce her 
to Marriage. 

Niften had the utmoſt Difficulty to refrain from 
laughing at theſe Words ; but conſtraining himſelf as 
well as he was able, he embraced % Vilthart, and pro 
miſed him all the Service in his Power : Monfieur and 
Madam Darcy appeared the fame Moment, and as they 
had reſolved to dazzle the Eyes of the old Gentleman as 
much as poſſible, they were dreſs'd extremely rich: New 
Reſpefts now paſs'd on the Side of the Monfieur of 
Picardy, and new Civilities on the Part of Darcy and 
his Wife, 8 a Neice of 
ſuch diſtinguiſhed Merit. 

I ſhould be very well fſatished with her, replied he, 
when they had all ſeated themſelves, if ſhe was not un- 

fortunately 
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fortunately infatuated with a vile Raſcal, a Captain of 
Thieves, who wants to marry her. Madamoiſclle & 
Jen, replied Madam Darcy, ſmiling in ſpite of all 
ſhe could do, is too prudent, and too delicate to have 
any Favour for ſuch a Man ; and fince we have known 
her, we have zever found in her any ſuch Sentiments. 
For my Part, faid Madamoiſcllc Vier, I cannot 
comprehend what ſhould give my Uncle f@ firange an 
Opinion of my Condud : Here is Monſieur the Count, 
continued the, looking on Mis, who frequently ho» 
nours me with his Company, I beheve can do me juſtice. 
I will do you fo much, Madam, anſwered be, that it 
ſhall be Monſieur de Yikbart's own Fault, if I do not 
become his Nephew by making you my Wife: It U 
a Happineſs I have long aſpired to, without daring to 
declare ut ; but fince I have this Opportunity, am glad 
to lay hold on it, and believe that will be ſufficient to 
prove, that a Man, ſuch as I am, would not eſpouſe a 
Woman who was weak enough to have taken a Fancy 
to a Galley-Slave. 

The Gentleman of Picardy was ſo much tranſported 
at this Diſcourſe, that he roſe haſtily from his Seat, and 
taking Nies in his Arms, Ah ! Monſieur the Count, 
cried he, how am I charmed with the Honour you do 
me and how happy is my Neice, to pleaſe ſuch a 
Lord as you are ! In ſpeaking this he almoſt flifled the 
Captain with his Embraces. This Prelude to the Di- 
verſion they had promiſed themſclves, put every one in 
ſo gay a Humour, that they ſet down to Table with 


ſuch a Diſpoſition to laugh, that on the leaſt Occaſion 
it burſt out: Monſicur and Madam Darcy had an ample 
Satis faction 
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Satisfaction in beholding the Ignorance of the Gentleman 
of Picardy ; and his amiable Neice had no leſs in ob- 
\-rving the pleaſant Manner in which Ni/ton carried on 
the Thing. 

As for Monficur de Vilbart, he laughed with all his 
Force, becauſe he ſaw the others do ſo ; and the Wine 
which Ni/ton took Care to ply him with, Glaſs after 
Glaſs, animated him in ſuch a Manner, that he ſcarce 


knew what he did. They fat at Table longer than 


People ordinarily do, to give Time to Niften's Men to 
execute the ſecret Orders which had been given them : 
And when they thought that all was ready, Let us give a 
Truce to the Pleaſures of the Bottle, ſaid Madamoiſelle 


de Vilbart ; and, as it is a fine Day, take a little Walk, 


and ſhew my Uncle the Port. The good old Man, 
who had no other Wil! then that of the Company, con- 


ſented to it: and Ni/t»» having told them that his 


Coach was below, they all went into it. Monſieur 4 
Vilbart delighted beyond meaſure to be in fo neat an 
Equipage, put his Head out of the Door every Mo- 
ment to ſhew himſelf to the Paſſengers, and bowed 
with an Air of Humility and Condeſcenfion to thoſe 
that looked upon him. 

When they arrived at the Port, Nin helped them to 
alight ; and Vilbart, ſurprined at the great Number of 
ſtately Galleys he beheld there, cried out, Ah, how 


- fine a Sight is this ! After he had uttered many ſuch- 


like Acclamations, Nifton made all the Company go 
into one of the Galley's, which was diſtinguiſſiad from 
the others by a particular Magnificence. They were 
received by an admirable Simphony of all Sorts of Mu- 

ſick, 
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ſick, and found a Collation ready for their Entertain- 
ment, with all manner of rich Wines. 

The Gentleman of Picardy was like a Man enchanted : 
He opened his Eyes, admired every Thing he ſaw and 
heard, and thought that this was living the Life of 
Angels : However, after having cat and drank, the Sight 
of the Oars reminded him of the Galley-Slave who had 
ran ſo much in his Head: But, faid he to Ni/ton, who is 
the Maſter of all theſe Veſſels? I am one, anſwered 
he coldly: But theſe are Galleys, and not Veſſels. 
Galleys ! repeated d& YVilbart, aſtoniſhed ; and do they 
belong to you No, reſumed Ni/tor, in the fame Tone 
he had ſpoken before, they belong to the King, and T 
am the Captain of one of them. O Heaven ! cried 
ds Vilbart, turning pale ; and your Name, if you 
pleaſe ? — Niften, replied he. O, I am undone, faid 
he ; who would have thought you had been the Galley- 
Slave ? Monfieur and Madam Darcy, who had (aid no- 
thing during this Diſcourſe, ſurrounded de YVikhart, who 
trembled like a Leaf, believing he was in the Mid of 
Thieves, and making a Sign to Niften to retire, told 
him all that was neceſlary to reaſſure him : and when 
they had brought him into a Condition of hearing what 
they (aid to him, they explained to him, in the cleareſt 
Terms they could, what was the Poſt of a Captain of 
a Galley ; and mingled fo artfully the Praiſes of Nita 
with the Advantages of his Employment, that they 
drew him inſenfibly to liflen to their Reaſons : Yet ſtill 
taken up with his former Idea, But why, cried he, is 
he not called the Captain of a Ship, rather than that of 


a Galley ? for I proteſt that Name ſhocks me. rel 
t 
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this Queſtion Darcy was obliged to employ all his 
Rhetorick, to prove the Diffcrence between the one and 
the other. 

Our Gentleman of Picardy, now become more know- 
ing on this Article, grew extremely confuſed at the Er- 
ror his Ignorance had made him guilty of. Madamoi- 
ſelle de Vilbart then made anſwer, That indeed he had 
committed a very great one ; but that NH was of io 
good a Nature, that there would be no Difficulty to 
prevail with him to receive his Excuſes ; and that fie 
would adviſe him to make them in a Manner as might 
perſwade him, that he had only ſinned through Ig- 
norance. | 

Monſieur de Filbart needed not a ſecond Admonition ; 
and, fearing the Reicntment of the Captain of the 
Galley, as much as he kad dreaded the Alliance of the 
Galley-Slave, he ran haſtily to meet him as be entered, 
and fell on his Knees before him, eptreating Pardon. 
Nifton received this Submiſſion with Civility ; and told 
him with a Smile, I hat he muſt alſo excuſe himſelf in 
his Turn, for having put him into fo great a Fright ; 
but he could do no les, to prove that he never wore 
any other Chains than thoſe of his beautiful Neice. 

This Adventure having all the Succeſs they could de- 
ſire, they all went to the Captain's Houſe, where a 
ſplendid Supper terminated the Day., Villart in taking 
Leave of him, made new | xcuſcs ; and requeſted him 
to come the next Day to viſit his Neice, and confirm 
the Pardon he had given him. | 

Niftan was too much a Lover to neglect the Invitation: 
and not willing to retard his Happineſs, the Hour, in + 

which 
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which it was proper to viſit Ladies, was no ſooner arrived, 
than he went to the Houſe of Madamoiſclle 4 Yikbarr. 
He found her with her Uncle, who had juſt preſented 
her with a Purſe of Lewis-D'ors, a Diamond Crofs, a 
Pearl Necklace, ny cock Feutzege for hoy Ban, /ogpic 
her Marriage. 

The Captain, highly pleaſed with this Generofity of 
the old Gentleman, thought he would no longer delay 
entreating his Neice's Acceptance of ſome Rarities he 
had before intended to give her ; and ſending a Servant 
Home, they ſaw him in a ſhort Time return with a 
Chagrin Coffer, in which was a ſtriking Gold Watch, 
the Caſe ſet round with Diamonds, and a Dial-Plate of 
the moſt curious Wor , with a magnificent Chain 
and three Seals 5 » Gold Seat ben, After the Faſhion 
of the famous Gobert, more long than ſquare, and open- 
ing on both Sides ; a Gold Tweezer Caſe finely chaſed, 
a Patch-Box, a Thimble, and a Bottle to hold Spirits, 
all of the ſame Metal and Workmanſhip. 

It was impoſſible to be more ſenſible of this Attention 
than was Madamciſelle de Filbart ; She teſtified her Satis- 
faction with all the Wit ſhe was Miſtreſs of, As for her 
Uncle, he was in an Extacy ; and wanting Terms where- 
with to expreſs himſelf, he did nothing but ſiammer. 
Nifton entreated both the one and the other to ceaſe 
their Compliments, and think of ſomething more eſ- 
ſential to his Happineſs. De Filbart underſtood very 
well his Meaning, and commanded his Niece, with a 
Tone which teſtified he was impatient to be obeyed, to 
ſend for a Notary. The Writings were ſoon drawn, 


with all the Formalities uſual in ſuch Caſes ; and in 
three 
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— 


NOVEL XL 


Is there is nothing more unjuſt than to en- 
deavour to perpetuate Enmity between Fa. 
milies, by entailing it with their Eſtates 
from Father to Son, ſo there is nothing 
which Divine Providence ſeems more to diſapprove, by 
the Care it generally takes cither to puniſh in an extra- 
ordinary Manner, or break the Meaſures of thoſe whe 
would render it eternal. 

Two Gentlemen of Dauphini, whoſe Filates were 
contiguous, happening to difagree about the Boundaries 
of ſome Land, took ſuch an irreconcilable Hatred to 
O each 
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each other, that each ſpent his whole Life in contriving 
Means to perſecute his Neighbour, ſometimes under the 
Pretext of Law, and fometimes by Arms : They car- 
ried their Animoſity ſo far as to ſwear it ſhould be un- 
mortal, and engaged in the Reſentment their Wives, 
their Children, their K inſmen, Friends, and Domeſticks, 
in ſuch ſort, that freſh Quarrels ſtill aroſe, and freſh Mat- 
ter for Revenge. At length the two Gentlemen died ; 
but left their Hatred with their Riches to their Heirs, 
and an inexhauſtible Fund of Troubles in a Law-Suit, 
which; — dra. 
or the other. 

Hun of thoſe- crudl Enemies, whoſe Cauſe appeared 
the moſt juſt, left behind him an only Son, brought up at 
Court from his moſt tender Infancy, and by his particular 
Merit had made himſelf diſtinguiſhed in a Manner no 
leſs ad vantagepus, than honourable, in following the 
Army, where he had an Employment worthy of his 
Birth and Valour. But though Ter/arder, for that was 
the Name of this Cavalier, had not been much in his 
Province, and knew nothing of his Enemy but the 
Name, he was not leſs animated againſt him ; and 
his Intereſt joined to the Prejudice of Education, and 
what People ordinarily have for every 'Thing that re- 
gards a Father, made him purſue the Proceſs with the 
ſame Ardour: But having a very imperſect Knowledge 
in Law Affairs, he committed the Management entirely 
to his Advocates and Solicitors, who, glad of this Truſt, 
prolonged the Suit as much as poſſible. 

It was yet undecided when Ter/ander was asked by 


one of his Friends to accompany him to ſce ſome Pictures 
| at 
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at a Painter's whoſe Name began to be very famous, 
As this Cavalicr had a little Skill in Painting, and it 
was one of the Arts he moſt eſler med, he readily ac» 
cepted the Propoſal ; and the Painter being told that 
Fredi had a Genius, that Way, he fet forth thoſe 
Pieces of his Workmanſhip which he thought would 
moſt magnify his Art. The Cavalier ſoon diſcovered 
his good Judgment in the Praiſes. he gave to thoſe 
which excelled, and the Criticiſms he made on thoſe 
which were leſs july drawn : As his Eyes were every 
where, he took Notice of a Picture that was turned 10. 
ward the Wall, and asked what that was ? and why 
he did not ſhew it as the others? In ſpeaking theſes 
Words he took it up himſelf, without waiting for any 
Anſwer, and ſaw a young Lady painted like -a Diana, 
with her Bow, her Arrows, her Creſſent, and all the 
Attributes of that Goddeſs ; but of a Beauty ſo perfect 
and ſurprizing, that he was no lefs charmed with it than 
he would have been at the Sight of the Original. 

But believing it was a Beauty formed only by the Idea 
of the Artiſt, he raillied himſelf on his firſt Emotions 3 
and having declared them to the Company, demanded, 
the Price of this Picture, with an Intention to purchaſe 
it. To which the Painter replied, That he deceived 
himſelf, if he believed it his Invention ; for this Dian, 
was the Picture of a real Cbject, and therefore not per- 
mitud him to make Sale of. 1; it poſſible ! (laid Ter- 
Sander, examining more curicuſly all the Features of 
this admirable Maid,) that there can be a Perſon in the 
World poſleſs'd of ſo much Beauty? I dare flatter. my- 
ſelf, reſumed the Painter, with having made it very; 

O 2 like 3 
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each other, that each ſpent his whole Life in contriving 
Means to perſecute his Neighbour, ſometi mes under the 
Pretext of Law, and ſometimes by Arms They car- 
ried their Animoſity io far as to ſwear it ſhould be im- 
mortal, and engaged in the Reſentment their Wives, 
their Children, their Kinſmen, Friends, and Domeſticks, 
in ſuch ſort, that freſh Quarrels fill aroſe, and freſh Mat- 
ter for Revenge. At lengtu the two Gentlemen died; 
but left their Hatred with their Riches to their Heirs, 
and an inexhauſtible Fund of Troubles in a Law-Suit, 
which, however terminated, muſt be the total Ruin of one, 
or the other. 
- Him of thoſe cruel Enemies, whoſe Cauſe appeared 
the moſt juſt, left behind him an only Son, brought up at 
Court from his moſt tender Infancy, and by his particular 
Merit had made himſelf diſtinguiſhed in a Manner no 
leſs ad vantagecus, than honourable, in following the 
Army, where he had an Employment worthy of his 
Birth and Valour. But though Ter/ander, for that was 
the Name of this Cavalier, had not been much in his 
Province, and knew nothing of his Enemy but the 
Name, he was not leſs animated againſt him; and 
his Intereſt joined to the Prejudice of Education, and 
what People ordinarily have for every Thing that re- 
gards a Father, made him purſue the Proceſs with the 
ſame Ardour: But having a very imperſect Knowledge 
in Law Affairs, he committed the Management entirely 
to his Advocates and Solicitors, Who, glad of this Trult, 
prolonged the Suit as much as poſſible. 

It was yet undecided when Ter/ander was asked by 


one of his Friends to accompany him to ſce ſome Pictures 
at 
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at a Painter whoſe Name began to be very famous, 
As this Cavalicr had a little Skill in Painting, and it 
was one of the Arts he moſt eſteemed, he readily ac- 
cepted the Propoſal ; and the Painter being told that 
er ander had a Genius, that Way, he fet forth thoſe 
Pieces of his Workmanſhip which he thought would 
moſt magnify his Art. The Cavalier ſoon diſcovered 
his good Judgment in the Praiſes he gave to thoſe 
which excelled, and the Criticiſms he made on thoſe 
which were leſs jufily Crawn : As his Eyes were every 
where, he took Notice of a Picture that was turned to- 
ward the Wall, and asked what that was ? and why 
„e dd not ſhew it as the others? In ſpeaking theſe 
\ords he took it up himfelf, without waiting for any 
Anſwer, and ſaw a young Lady painted like à Diana, 
with her Bow, her Arrows, her Creſſent, and all the 
Attributes of that Goddeſs ; but of a Beauty fo perſect 
and ſurprizing, that he was no leſs charmed with it than 
he would have been at the Sight of the Original. 

But believing it was a Beauty formed only by the Idea 
of the Artiſt, he raillicd himſelf on his firſt Emotions 
and having declared them to the Company, demanded 
the Price of this Picture, with an Intention to purchaſe 
it. To which the Painter replied, That he deceived 
himſelt, if he believed it his Invention : for this Diana, 
was the Picture of a real Cbject, and therefore not per- 
mitud lum to make Sale of. 1; it poſſible ! (laid Ter- 
Sander, examining more curicuſly all the Features of 
this admirable Maid,) that there can be a Perſon in the 
World poſleſs'd of fo much Beauty? I dare flatter. my- 
ſelf, reſumed the Painter, with having made it very 

O 2 like 3 
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like ; but will not beaſt fe far as to ſay I have expreſſed 
all the Graces with which the Original is adorned, that 
being impoſſible for any Pencil to copy out, ſhe having 
peculiar Charms in all her Air, that neither Art can 
imitate, nor Words deſcribe. 

This Difcourſe, joined with the Sight of the Picture, 
ſerved to involve the Mind of Ter/ander in a kind of 
Hurry, which he had never felt b-fore on any Occaſion : 
He preſently demanded the Name of this incomparable 
Perſon ; and the Painter replied in this Manner, It 
was not, faid he, recommended to me to make a Secret 
of it ; I ſhall not therefore ſcruple to inform you, ſhe 
is called Leonora, the Name of her Family is Duremond : 
They are of Provence ; and her Mother and ſhe are here 
only to attend the Iſſue of a great Law-Suit they have 
had a long Time depending. 

While the Painter ſpoke Terſander felt his Heart fink 
in him: Ihe Name of Duremond was that of his Adver- 
ſary ; and the Face whoſe Charms had made ſuch an 
Impreſſion on him, was that of the Daughter of his 
greateſt Enemy. He defired to inform himſelf no far- 
ther, he had already heard too much for his Repoſe ; and 
having bought ſome Pictures, he returned Home in a 
Situation cf Mind very different from that in which he 
went out. 

He made many unavailinz Efforts to baniſh from his 
Thoughts this fatally lovely Object: His Heart rebelled 
againſt him ; and not all his Father's Hatred, the Pre- 
judice he had imbibed in Infancy, and which hitherto 
had made him declare himſelf an irreconcilable Enemy 
to Duremmd and all his Poſterity, could ſerve him as a 

| | Defence 
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Neſence from the Attacks of Beauty ; A Love, the moſt 
violent that ever was, took, the Place of Enmity, and 
turned againit hamſelt all the Reaſons which formerly 
had animated him to Vengeance. Ile now found it 
unjuſt and criminal to perſiſt in Hatred from Generation 
to Gencration : His Generofity repreſented to him that 
it was cruel to perſecute the Widow and Daughter of 4 
Gentleman who ought no longer to be conſidered as an 
Enemy, fince he was dead ; and however juſtifiable his 
Cauſe might be, it did not become a gallant Man to 
tyrannize over Women, In a Word, his Paſſhon had 
the whole Empire of his Soul ; and he wanted but little 
of hating himſelf, for having been ever capable of lating 
thoſe to whom the charming Leonora owed her Being. 

Being conbrmed in theſe Sentiment; by the Impatience 
he had to fee her; he run to his Solicitor, and ordered 
him to delay petitioning for a Trial till he ſhould hear 
frum him again ; and then thought on nothing byghow. 
he ſhould prejudice the Family of Daremend-In his Fa- 
vour, without knowing who he was. While he was ia 
ſcarch of ſome Exped.cnt to obtain his Aim, he rambled 
Night and Day about the Houſe of Madam Dauremond ; 
aud Chance frequently ſhewing him the beautiful Leonora, 
either going out or coming in, or at ſome of the Win- 
dows, he found her in Reality ſo infinitely ſurpaſing 

«her Picture, that he was convinced of the Faint Sin 
ceruy, and became every Hour more enamoured, and. 
more attentive on the Deſign he had formed. In, bac, 


to put it in Execution be made a diligent Enquiry on the 1 
Amulcments of theſe Ladies, their Viſits, and the Com- 
pany they kept ; and found, to his unſpeakable Satire 
O 3 ſaclion, 
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faction, that he had no Rival, at leaſt none who pub- 
lickly declared his Paſſion ; that they were not much 
known at Paris ; and that the chief Recreation they al- 
lowed themſelves was bathing ; for which Purpoſe they 
went almoſt every Evening with ſome Ladies in the 
Neighbourhood to S. Barnard”; Gate. 

On this Information, Love, ingenious in Invention, 
inſpired him with a Contrivance which he fancied would 
eſſectually anſwer his End, and therefore delayed not to 
put it in Praftice : He went to Sr. Barnard Gate ; and 
by a Liberality proportioned to his Love, he engaged the 
Maſter of the Watermen to let him take one of their 
Habits, and to permit him the Management of a Boat : 
He procured alſo another, in which he placed a Concert 
of Muſick, and an clegant Collation ; and when every 
Thing was ready, he waited with his Oar in his Hand 
the Coming of the Ladies. They appeared in a ſhort 
Times ard the amorous Ter/ander having taken them 
into his Boat, conducted them to the Bath, where alſo his 
Diſguiſe and Money had made him Maſter. 

During this little Voyage the Converſation Which 
paſſed among the Ladies made the Wit and Spirit of 
Leonora appear ſo conſpicuous, that the pretended Water- 
man had all the Difficulty in the World to conceal the 
Tranſports with which he was agitated ; however, be- 
ing landed, he then made the Muſicians, who had been 
all this Time concealed, begin a Symphony, which con- 
tinued all the Time of their being in that Place. 

The Mother and Friends of Leonora were extremely 
ſurprized at this unexpected Gallantry : They looked on 
each other, and mutually demanded how this Adventure 
kappencd, 
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happened : But all were equally ignorant an aſtoniſhed. 
While they bathed themſelves, and vainly endeavoured 
to penetrate into this Myſtery, Terſander changed his 
Boat ; and on their coming out, received them in that 
where the Collation was prepared. Here was a new 
Subject of Wonder for them: Every Thing was in that 
nice Order, and fo excellently well adapted to the Sea- 
ſon, and the Perſons for whom it was made, as con- 
vinced them the Author was not of the common Rank 
of Men. 

Madam Duremond, however, was now no longer igno- 
rant for whom this Entertainment was chiefly deſigned : 
The various Flowers which garniſhed the Diſhes were 
laid in ſuch a Manner as to compoſe the Name of 
Leomora ; and this aſſured her that it was made in Favour 
of her Daughter ; which more increaſing her Surprize, 
ſhe approached the counterfeit Waterman, and earneſtly 
requelied him to acquaint her to whom they were in- 
debted for this magnificent Regale ? The beautiful Leonora 
Joined with her, and expreſſed a kind of Inquietude for 
this Satisfaction of her Curioſity : It is caſy to judge of 
Terſander's Perplexity, finding himſelf thus preſſed ; but 
ſurmounting the Deſire he had to make known his Love, 
he aſſumed the moſt clowniſh Air he could, and pulling 
his Hat over half his Face, told them he knew nothing 
of the Matter, but that a Gentleman had put thoſe 
Things aboard which they found there, and ſaid they 
were for the firſt Comer. This Anſwer ſeemed a little 
improbable to Madam Duremond and her amiable Daugh- 
ter ; and examining the Waterman all the Time he was 


f king, they i | they dif T: hi in him, 
in 


152 The Happy Reconciliation. 

in ſpite of the Care he took to conceal himſelf, that ſeemed 
not of a Piece with his Profeſſion, nor the Bluntneſs he 
affected ; and looking on each other as much as to ask 
whether they were in the ſame Mind ; but imitating the 
Diſcretion of the Waterman, they ceaſed to preſs. him 
any farther, and quitted the Boat equally curious and 
unquiet for the Diſcovery of this Secret. 

They went again into their Coach, and all the Way 
- they went Home, and when they came there, the 
whole Diſcourſe was on this Adventure : The Friends 
of Leanera found it ſo much to their Taſte, that they 
congratulated ker on having a Lover no leis generous 
than gallant. This beaut.lul Maid was agitated with 
different Thoughts : She knew not whither the ouglit to 
take the Thing in earneſt, or in jeſt; and Madam 
Duremond, who till now had nothing in her Head but 
her Law Suit, and had ſcarce ſcen any Body but ker 
Adyocates and Solicitors, could not comprekend by what 
Means her Daughter had made this Conqueſt. 

It was no more than two Months fince this Lady 
came to Paris, to proſecute her Proceſs againſt Ter ſander, 
who ſhe knew not but by Name. Leonora was the only 
Fruit of her Marriage, and by Conlequence the only 
Perſon interefied in the Succeſs of this Suit ; and 
her whole Fortune depending entirely on it, Madam 
Duremind had brought her to Paris, in the TTope her 
Beauty might prejudice the. Judges in her Favour, well 
knowing that Pity works ſtrongly on the Heart, when 
it is excited by an Object worthy of being happy: But 
finding the Trial was not likely to come on. ο ſoon” as 


ſhe had expeRted, ſhe had feca very ſe% People, nor 


had 
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had any Society but with ſome Ladies of the Neighbour- 
hood, whoſe Humours were agrecable to her own ; but 
no Man ever mingled in their Converſations, except an 
old Friend of tlie late Monſieur Duremead, of the ſame 
Province with herſelf ; but being married at Parir, had 
{ertled there, and who had alſo the chief Care of their 
Afﬀairs, and caſed them of thoſe Attendancies which Law 
requires, and which Women cannot go through without 
too much Fatigue. 

She therefore might well be ſurprized at this Gallantry 
to cne ſo much a Stranger as her Daughter, and know- 
ing not whem to ſuſpect, her Imagination ran ſtrongly 
on the Waterman himfeif ; and having conſulted with 
Leomra, found her of the ſame Sentiment, that there 
was ſomething more noble in that Perſon, than he af- 
ſected to make appear ; and that alſo neither his Voice, 
nor the Faſhion in which he delivered himſelf were his 
own, but counterfeited for his better Concealment. 

All theſe Remarks made them reſolve to go again to 
the Bath the next Evening, not doubting but he who 
had began to entertain them with that Magnificence, 
would not ſtop here, and that then they ſhould be pre- 
pared to obſerve all the Actions of the Waterman. 

It was not ſurprizing that they ſhould have theſe Con. 
jeQures ; few Men had an Air and Shape in ſuch Per- 
ſection as Terſand:r ; and though he took the utmoſt 
Care to diſguiſe himſelf, it was too difficult a Task for 
a Man bred in all the Delicacies of the fineſt Court of 
the World, a Warrior by Profeſſion, young, gallant, 
amiable, and endowed with all the Graces of Nature 


and Education, to aſſume in a Moment Manners ſuitable 
to 
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to the Character he took on him ; and Perſons much 
leſs penetrating than Lara and her Mother might 
have diſcovered an Inconſiſtency in his Behavicur, faf- 
ficient to have made them ſuſpect he was not what he 
ſcemed. 

While they were making this Reſolution cf ſeeing the 
pretended Waterman next Day, he was preparing to 
exceed in the next Entertainment the Elegance of the 
former : Their Queſtions, and the Earneſineſs with 
which they repeated them, gave him no room to doubt 
if they were extremely deſirous of knowing the Perſon 
who treated them in that Manner ; but he wanted to be 
loved before he was diſcovered, and to find out ſome 
Way to extinguiſh the Hatred between thei: Families ; 
and the Meditation how he ſhon!d bring this withed-for- 
Aim about took him up the whole Night. 

He went carly the ext Morning to &. Barxard"s 
Gate to prepare every I hing neceſſary for his Delign : He. 
reſumed the Habit of a Waterman; he furniſhed the 
ſame Boats; he placed the Muſicians in one, and a' 
Collation in the other, quite different from the former, 
and more magnifhcent ; and as he believed Madam 
Duremond and her Daughter would bring the fame 
Company, he laid upon every Plate ſome pretty Preſent 
proper for a Lady: On the one was a fins Snufi-Box ; 
on another a Patch-Box ; on a third a Pocket Looking- 
Glaſs; on a fourth a Smelling-Bottle ; all made of 
Gold, and adorned with curious Workmanſhip ; to the 
End they might ſce he was no leſs rich than gallant ; 
and at the ſame Time, to prove the Purity of his In- 
tentions, and make them accept theſe Toys without any 

Scruple 
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&cruple, he made no Difference between his Preſents, 
that for Leser being no more conftiderable than the 
others. 

The Hour of bathing was no ſooner arrived, than he 
ſaw the Coa i with the expected Company They alighted, 
and looked round for him who waited for them with 
I mpatience ; and having ſeen him, entered into his Boat, 
without appearing to have any other Delign than that 
of bathing according to their Cuſtom, 

They examined him, however, with an extreme 
Care all the Time they were in the Boat ; and the more 
they looked, the more they were ccnfirmed in the Truth 
of their Conjectures. The Muſick played, as before, 
while they were bathing ; and when they came out of 
the Water, Terſander made them enter into the other Boat, 
and ſeeing the Regale ſpread in the moſt exquiſite Faſhion, 
\{zdam Duremord, to do Honour to the Gaver, was the 
firſt that fat down, inviting the others to do the ſame : 
But how great was their Aftoniſhment, when taking the 
Napkins off their Plates, thev found under cach of them 
the before-mentioned Gold Toys. 

Madam Duremond (et up a great Cry, which was 
echo d by Lrarsra and the other Ladies: They all fat 
for ſome Time as in a Conſternation, eſpecially the young 
Beauty, for whoſe fake all this was done, not knowing 
whether ſhe ought to take that which fell to her Share, 
cr not. Her Mother perceiving the Perplexity ſhe was 
in, commanded her to accept it ; the other Ladies did 
the ſame : All this, faid Madam Darcmond, is not done 
without Deſign : Whoever the Perſon is, he is willing 
to let us ſee his Generoſity and Callantry before he de- 

clares 
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clares the Motive of it ; but as it is impoſſible he ſhould 
continue long unknown, we ſhall then be able to judge 
in what Manner we ought to thank him : Then making 
a Sign to Leonora, they both approached Ter/ander ; 
Honett Friend, ſaid the old Lady to him, we have ac- 
cepted the Entertainments and Preſents we found here ; 
but look on this Treatment as a Thing of Conſequence, 
and ſhall come no more into your Boat, if you do not 
acquaint us who it is that has employed you to give us 
Welcomes fo little expected. The Counterfeit Water- 
man, who imagined they would ſpeak to him in this 
Manner, replicd, I hat the Perſon who had acted thus, 
deſired no more than that it might be made known if 
they would permit him to pay his Reſpetts. 

In ſpeaking theſe Words Ter ſander, who had forgot 
to pluck off a fine Diamond. ing from his Finger, made 
a Motion with his Hand, which made the Luſtre of the 
Jewel flaſh full on the Eyes of Leonora: She preſently 
made Madam Duremond obſerve it, who not doubting 
but ſhe ſpoke to the Unknown himſelf, Well, ſaid ſhe, 


-with a Smile, pray let this magnificent Inviſible know 


that I ſhall expect him at my Houſe to-Morrow. She 
had no ſooner ſpoke this than ſhe turned haſtily away ; 
and all of them getting into the Coach returned Home. 

This Lady was extremely pleaſed to find ſhe had not 
been deceived in her Suppoſitions : Leomera was no leſs 
ſo, her diſcerning Eyes had pierced through the Veil of 
Terſander's Diſguiſe, and ſeen enough in him to make 
her young Heart exult at being beloved by a Man who 
appeared fo worthy of Eſteem. 


When 
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When the Company that went with them to Bath had 
taken Leave, and Madam Dwremond was alone with her 
Daughter, Leonora, ſaid the, I flatter myſelt that Hea- 
ven has ſent us an unhoped-for Means of ſhelter ng you 
from the Storm that threatens you. All my Fricads 
begin now to aſſure me that the Loſs of our Proceſs is 
inevitable : Your Father, whoſe implacable Hatred to 
Ter ſander made me engage in it, imagined he ſhould carry 
his Cauſe through the great Number of Friends he had 
in the Parliament of Grenob/e + But he is dead, and the 
young Ter/ander having brought the Affair to that of 
Paris, we have no longer any Hope but in the Pity 
your Youth and Innccence may inipire in the Judges : 
But if that ſhould fail, and Sentence ſhould be paſſed 
againſt us, you are ruined ; I ſhould therefore rejoice to 
have the Power to give you a Husbund before that fatal 
Judgment. Our pretended Waterman appears a Man 
of Conſequence None could behave in the generous 
Manner he has done, without being poſleis d of a great 
Fortune, as well as Pafſſon ; and if his Deſigns are 
honourable, as I do not in the lealt doubt, fince he 
knows who we are, | would engage you not to refuſe 
ſuch a Match; for if it is fuch as I verily perſwade my- 
telt, it will either Way be advantageous : We ſhall be 
ſure of a Protector and Ailiitant, if there be a Polbbility 
of gaining our Cauſe ; and if we loſe it, your Mufor- 
tune will be repaired in a handſome Ettabliſhment, 

This Reaſoning was too juſt not to be approved by 
a Perſon of Leonera's Wit and Prudence ; and the ſecr- 
Inchination ſhe had for the Unknown giving all the 

Vo. II. P Argument: 
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Arguments a double Force, ſhe readily aſſured her Mo 
ther of an entire Obedience to her Will, 

The paſſionate Ter/ſander, who could not know the 
favourable Sentiments they had of him, and not daring 
to flatter himſelf with ſuch a Happineſs, paſſed the 
Night in continual Agitations : He feared that when they 
ſhould know him, he ſhould be treated as an Enemy. 
Love, ſaid he to himſelf, the moſt violent Love that 
ever was, has indeed baniſhed all Reſentment from my 
Heart ; but there requires no leſs than the ſame power- 
ful Paſſion to work a like Eſſect on that of the adorable 
Leonora ; and how can I hope ever to be able to inſpire 
her with that Tenderneſs, which nothing but ſuch 
tranſcendent Beauty as hers could have excited in me ? 
Nay, continued he, with a deep Sigh, if ſhe even ſhould 
be ſenſible of my Flame ; were ſhe inclined to pity, to 
love me, how can I expect her Mother will diſpoſſeſ, 
herſelf in my Favour of all that deep-rooted Enmity, 
Which for ſuch a Length of Time has been between our 
Families ? 

Theſe Reflexions overwhelmed his Soul with Diſcon- 
tent, and deſtroyed all the Pleaſure which Love in his 
firſt Approaches always promiſes to his Votaries lie 
was reſolved, however, to introduce himſelf to Madam 
Duremond, fince ſhe had given Permiſſion : But not be- 
ing able to perſwade himſelf he ſhould be received un- 
der his own Name, he concluded to take upon him that 
of a Friend, and leave the Conſequence to Love and 
Fortune ; rightly judging, that if he could make him- 
ſelf beloved as Orozte:s, (for that was the Name he 


choſe, ) 
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choſe, ) it would be difficult for Lavwre to bring her- 
{elf to hate him, when ſhe ſhould diſcover he was 
Ter ſander. 

The Hour of viſiting Ladies being arrived, he put on 
2 magnificent Habit, and forgetting nothing which 
heighten the Charms he had received from Nature, went 
to Madam Duremond, who expected him with an Im- 
patience equal to his own. She had imagined every 
Coach that paſſed was that of the Unknown ; and when 
the Equipage of Terſander indeed came to the Gate, 
her Joy was eaüly made Known to Lrowora by the ex- 
treme Order ſhe put herfelf in to receive him. As for 
this amiable Maid, ker Heart fluttered, and all ker Spints 
were in ſuch a Confuſion as made ler change Colour 
ſeveral Times. Fer ander ſent word that Orontes en- 
treated to kiss their Hands. Madam Dauremond com 
manded he ſhould be admitted; and when he entered, 
he was immediately known for the Waterman, both 
Mother and Daughter having too well examined him to 
be deceived by the Difference of Habs. 

But if he appeared worthy of their Attention undet 
that mean Diſguiſe, what mult he now do in his ac 
cuſtomed State ; when all that can render a Man agree- 
able, was to be found in lis Perſon to the utmoſt Per- 
feftion ! Madam Duremond was enchanted by the Gran- 
deur of his Air, and the Politeneſs of bis Addreſs ; and 
her beautiful Daughter that Moment felt all her Curioſi- 
ty, and the Pride of Conqueſt, convert to 'Tendernefs. 
The firſt Converſation between theſe three Perſons was 
lively, gay, and delicate, Madam Duremond praiſed 
tus Gallantries, and the Methods he had taken to recom- 

P 2 mend 
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mend himſelf to tir Acquaintance, with an Fmptaſis 
which teſtißed her Gratitude, and the Pleaſure the took 
in accepting them. Ter/ander replied to her Acknow- 
ledgments as a Man that put among the Rank of rifle; 
ſuch fort of Generoſities ; and told her ſhe too much 
recompenced them by vouchſafing to receive them. 

His Wit was fo cngaging, his Manners ſo noble and 
unaſſected, and ſuch a Mixture of the Soft and the 
Majeft:ck in all he ſaid and did, that oth the Mother 
and the Daughter regarded him with Admiration. But 
this Vit being only to prepare the Way for others, they 
entered into no Dilcourſe concerning the Motive of it, 
Terſander thinking it enough for once to ſhew himſelf, 
and to diſcover by his Eyes ſome Part of the Sentiments 
of his Heart. Madam Duremond only asked him by 
what Chance he had known any Thing of them. As he 
expected this Quelition, lie was not perplexed how to 
; anſwer it ; and concealing one Truth by revealing ano- 
ther, he told her, That happening to go with one of his 
Friends to ſce forme Pictures at a celebrated Painter's, he 
had there beheld the Reſemblance of the charming 
Leomora ; that this incomparable Beauty had made the 
fame Impreſſion on his Scul it ought to do on all thoſe 
who had tte Happineſs of knowing her ; and that 
having informed himfelf of their Dwelling, and Amule- 
ment at the Bath, he thought he could not find a better 
Way of introducing himſelf, than that which had fo 
fortunately ſucceeded. | 

This obliging Diſcourſe was not unanſuered: Madam 
Duremond replicd to it with Politeneſs ; Leonora with Mo- 


deſty and Sweetnefs ; and they parted ſo highly fatisbed 
with 
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with each other, that Ter/ander entreated, and received - 
Permiſſion, to viſit them every Day. He retired more | 
enamoured than ever ; and applauded within himſelf 
the innocent Artifice he had put in Practice ; which he 
could cafily carry on as long as he found it for his Pur- 
poſe, Orentes being really the Friend with whom he 
went to the Painter ; who not knowing Ter/ander, could 
ſpeak only of Orontes, in caſe Madam Duremond or her 
Daughter ſhould ask him any Queſtions. 

But theſe Ladies, who had no Deſign to publiſh their 
Intentions, took not this Way of informing themſelves : 
The Perſon and Behaviour of the ſuppoſed Oreates had 
enchanted them; and the beautiful L-owera could not 
ſo well conceal the Tenderneſs ſhe had for him, but that 
her Mother perceived it, and reſolved to neglect nothing 
which might make her happy in ſach a Husband : 
However, to be thoroughly convinced of what ſhe not 
doubted, ſhe defired Argantes, that Gentleman of ber 
Province, of whom I have already ſpoke, to make an 
Enquiry into the Fortune and Character of Orontes,” 
without giving him any Reaſon for this Curioſity. 

Argantes, who was acquainted with almoſt every Body 
of Conſideration, immediately told her that he had no 
Occafion for the Enquiry ſhe deſired, fince he knew 
Oronte; perſonally, and was ignorant of nothing con- 
cerning his Family or Fortune. He is a Man of Con- 
dition, added he, very rich, a Batchelor, and entirely 
' Matter of himſelf ; is one of the moſt agreeable Men in 
all Paris, las had a refined Education, and is famous: 
for his Politeneſs and Manner of Addreſs. This De- 
ſcription agreed ſo well with the Counterfeit Orontes, 
that Madam Duremond wanted no more to aſſure her 

P 3 they 
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they were the ſame, and that he was a Man ſuch as the 
wiſhed and had believed him to be : And that which is 
pleaſant enough in this Adventure, is, that while Ter ſander 
was endeavouring to make himſelf fo well beloved un- 
der the Name of Orente;, that they ſhould not be able 
to hate him when known to Terſander, Madam Dure- 
mond, on her Side, laboured to engage him in fo ſtrong 
a Paſſion for her Daughter, before he ſhould hear of the 
Danger that threatened them by the Proceſs, that it 
ſhould not be in his Power to withdraw his Heart, if ſhe 
ſhould be deprived of her Eſtate. Theſe different Senti- 
ments, which led to the ſame Aim, made both reſolve 
to delay the Execution of their Deſigns as little as 
pollble. The pretended Oraxtes went every Day to fee 
them ; each Viin rendered him more dear, both to the 
one and the other ; and when he had Reaſon to believe 
his Paſſion would be favourably received, he declared it 
in Terms the moſt paſhonate and perſwaſive that ever 
were infpired by Love and Wa. This Confeflion was 
made in the Preſence of Madam Duremond, to caſe the 
beautiful Leonere of the Perplexity of a firik Reply 
and when he had concluded what he had to fay, he re- 
garded the old Lady with an Air, which made her know 
he expected his Happmeſs from what ſhe ſhould utter 
She, who perceived his Intention, looking ſeriouſly 
on him, I will not, ſaid ſhe, conceal from you, that in 


expecting from you a Declaration of this Nature, I have 
felt a Pleaſure equal to the Honour you do us ; and that 
I think it a very great Happineſs that my Daughter has 
any Thing in her worthy of attracting the Heart of fo 
accompliſhed a Cavalier: You may judge alſo that as 
| theſe 
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theſe are my Sentiments, Lee has none that will op- 
poſe them : But I will go farther, and inform you for 
her, that your Merits have made no lefs Imprefſion on 
her Mind, than ſhe has done on yours. But, at the 
fame Time, continued the, I maſt acquaint you with 
my Inquietudes : You arc in Pofleflion of a great Eftate, 
and may perhaps expect to find Lanta endowed with a 
Fortune proportionable to yours: I know not yet if 
ſhe will be fo, or not. —— But I have too much Cauſe 
to fear the worſt. —— A fatal Proceſs, on which her All 
depends, gives me this Apprehenſion: If I obtain a fa- 
vourable Decree from the Judges of the Cauſe, ſhe will 
be an equal Match for you ; if 1 loſe it, ſue has nothing 
to hope. 

Ter/ander, who gueſſed what ſhe was preparing to ſay, 
prevemed ber continuing, by interrupting her in theſe 
Terms : Your Goodneſs to me, Madam, faid he, would 
be very ill placed, if I were capable of thinking on the 
adorable Leun in a Manner fo unworthy of her. —— 
Of little Value indeed would be my Love, if Intereſt 
were the Motive —— You know me not, Madam; and 
in a Matter in which I thought myſelf beſt known : —-- 
But to prove how little Reaſon you have for this Diftruſt, 
permit me to ſwear by all that we hold ſacred, that what- 
ever the Fortune of Lr may be, it will be my whole 
Felicity to render her Miſtreſs of mine. —— It is ever 
a Detail into which I will not enter. — My Patten 
is too pure, too ſincere to ſuffer the Intermixture of any 
other Ideas. —— And if I endeavour to look into this 
Affair, which gives you io much Pain, it thall only be 
that I may render you all the Services in my Power, 

without 
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without any View of Self-Intereſt ; and again repeat 
my Vow, that I defire nothing but Lr of all your 
"Treaſures preſent, or to come. 

It was fo caſy to fee he ſpoke this from the Bottom 
of his Heart, that Madam Duremond, ſtruck with the 
moſt lively Gratitude, embraced him with the Tender. 
neſs of a Mother : Well then, ſaid ſhe, moit generous 
Orontes, be the Husband of the happy Leonora And 
you, my Daughter, continued ſhe, addreſſing herſelf to 
that beautiful Lady, love Orontes as you are beloved ; you 
cannot too much over-rate what he does for you. The 
paſſionate Ter/ander, taking Advantage of her Tranſport, 
to make known his own, fell at the Feet of Leonora, to 

receive from her Mcuth the Confirmation of his Fe- 
licity, ' 

This charming Maid, authorized by the Commands 
of her Mother, and preſ d by her own Sentiments, diſ- 
covered them to her Mother in Terms fo tender, ſo 
agreeable, and engaging, that he even forgot in that Mo- 
ment he was Ter/jander ; and that while they almoſt ado- 
red him under the Name of Orontes, they cruelly dread- 
ed him under his own : But Madam Daremond ſoon re- 
minded him, by reſuming the Thread of her former 
Diſcourſe, and recounting to him what he knew as well 
as ſhe, the long Diſſentions between her Spouſe and the 
Father of Ter/ander, and the unhappy Proceſs which the 
Son carried on againſt her with the ſame Vigour and im- 
placable Enmity. The feigned Oronres liſten'd to her 
with an extreme Attention ; and when he found ſhe had. 
done ſpeaking, I cannot comprehend, ſaid he, how any 
Perſon can carry his Hatred beyond the Grave. —— 

I know 
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| know Terfander; he is intimate with me ; and if you 
had commanded me to have fpoke to him, perhaps this 
Aﬀair might have been already finiſhed, nm I dare 
believe he will be ready to accommodate all Things with 
ou, and put an End to this unlucky Proceis ; unleſs 
vou have inherited the Averſion of the late Monkeur 
Daremond, and will rather ſuſſer Loſs of Fortune, than 
the Gratification of that Paſlon. To obtain the Succeſs 
| wiſh, and have mentioned to you, you mult ſee and 
ſpeak to him; and I ſhould be ſorry that your Hatred 
ts kim ſhould carry you ſo far as to receive him in a 
Manner to create new Diſguits. 

do not in the lealt know Tor/ander, reply'd Madam 
Duremonds But if his Enmity is no ſtronger than ours, 
we ſhall not be long in coming to Terms of Accommo- 
dation. I cannct lay that ever my Sentunents, or thoſe 
of my Daughter, truly correſponded with my H wband's 
Behaviour : Intereſt alone obliged us to detend ourielves 
ag untt the Son of our Enemy. But, inderd, continued 
ſhe, I deſpair of ever making a Friend of this Ter/ander 3 
his Inveteracy to us has been 100 apparent for us to ex- 
p*& a Change: However, in Conſideration to you, as he 
is one of your Friends, I promiſe to do every Thing 
which you ſhall think neceſiary to terminate this Aﬀair 
amicably, 

Alas ' ſaid the beautiful Leonora, what Accommoda- 
tion can be hoped from a Man who thinks himſelf cer- 
rain of carrying his Point? Ter/ander is an honeſt Man, 
reply'd the Counterfeit Orontes, has a generous Soul ; and 
| ſhall ſpeak to him in ſuch a Manner, as I am poſitive 
will determine him in your Favour. On this Promiſe, 
Madam 
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Madam Duremond entreated he would exert his Intereit ; 
and he quitted her not, till he had aſſured her he would 
do it eſſectually. 

This tender Lover ſeeing his Stratagem ſucceed fo 
well, was willing to enjoy ſome Days of his preſent 
Happineſs, having ſtill the Timidity to fear he ſhould be 
leſs dear when once he was known to be Terſander ; and 
therefore pretended that Cavalier was gone on a Party 
of Pleaſure into the Country, and that he muſt wait his 
Return to ſpeak to him. In this Interval, Madam Dare. 
mond giving him free Liberiy to entertain her Daughter, 
he employ'd all the Moments in cementing the Tender- 
neſs ſhe had for him: And the innocent Loomra looking 
on him as the Perſon who was ſhortly to = her Husband, 
behav'd to him in a Faſhion, which, m ite of thoſe 
Fears with which Love is generally accompany'd, left 
him no Room to doubt of the Reality of his Hap- 
pineſs. 

He then preſs'd Madam Duremond not to retard a 
Hymen, for which both ſighed with equal Ardour : Put 
this Lady, who had the moſt perfect Love and Eftecm 
for him, conjured him to attend the Anſwer of Ter/ander. 
For, in fine, faid ſhe, it will be always Time enough 
to give Leomora to you without a Fortune; but I confets 
that I ſhould be charmed, if her Hand was accompany'd 
with a Preſent worthy of you. Ter ſander vigorouſly op- 
poſed this Sentiment ; but the more diſintereſted he ap- 
peared, the more generous ſhe would be; and he was 
cbliged to ſubmit to her Reaſons: And as he now faid 
Terſander would be in "Town next Day, the entreated he 
would urge the Affair to him, and promiſed that as 

ſoon 
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ſoon as he had obtained his Reply, the Contract of Mar- 
rage ſhoald be drawn up. 
The feigned Orontes, ſeeing his Plot now arrived to 


the Cataſtrophe, let all the next Day, and the two fol- 


lowing ones, paſs over without fecing Leenera ; depriving 
himſelf of all that Satisfachon for the preſent, in order 
to render it more perſect in the End. 

The firit Day Madam Daremond and her amiable 
Daughter imagined that ſome other Aſſair, joined to 
theirs, might have taken him up till it was too late to 
viſit them ; but the ſecond being paſſed without ſeeing 
him, they began to be extremely diſquieted ; a thouſand 
different Ap; rehenſions tormented the Heart of the ten- 
der Leonora ; and her Mother being in a little better Si- 
tuation of Miad, had not the Power of conſoling her. 
Both of them languiſhed in one of the worſt Diſeaſes of 
the Soul, that of Suirence, waiting all Night impatient- 
ly for the Day; and all the Day, expecting Night would 
bring ſome Eaſe to their Agitations, 

In vain they wiſhed, in vain expected, till toward the 
Cloſe of the third Day, at which Time Oronte; entered. 
But if his Abſence had extremely perplexed them, his 
Return did o much more, in ob erving the exceſſive 
Sadneſs that fat ugon his Brow. Madam Daremond de 
manded hay it any ill Accident had happened to him? 
Loonoara conjured him in the ſofteſt Terms to caſe her of 
the Grief his Melancholy occaſioned in her. To all 
which Sollicitations he anſwered only by Sighs, and ſuch 
Looks as made them know his Heart was ſtill the ſame 
in regard of his Paſſion, but overwheimed with the ex- 
tremeſt Anguiſh. 


Madam 
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Madam Duremend, willing to oblige him to explain 
himſelf, if poſſible, took him tenderly by the Hand, 
and prefimg it, Perhaps, Ortes, faid ſhe, you have 
been labouring for us with Ter/ander,- and been able to 
obtain nothing from that implacable Enemy. 

Ah, Madam then, cried he, I have been but too 
ſucceſsful in my unhappy Negotiation, and am the moſt 
unfortunate of all Mankind Here he ceaſed to ſpeak ; 
and Leonora and her Mother knew not how to reconcile 
two Things which ſeemed ſo contrary one to the other 
They both at once begged with the utmoit Farneſtne\: 
that he would unfold this Riddle. A while he again 
kept Silence ; but at laſt, as if enforced by their Im- 
portunities, I have ſeen Ter/ander, ſaid he, he conſents 
to an Accommodation ; but it is on Conditions ſo fatal 
for me, that if you accept them I muſt ceaſe to be 
Orontes. 

Let us ſpeak no more of it then, interrupted Leowora, 
with a more than ordinary Vivacity : Let Terſander te 
main as he is, and let us loſe a thouſand Proceſſes, rather 
than be deprived of Orot. But yet, ſaid Madam Du- 
remond, who was more curious than her Daughter, let 
us know what he has done, and what can have happen'd 
in this Aﬀair of fo much Moment to Oronrer. 

Terſander, reply'd he, will relinquiſh all his Preten- 
ſons, leave you abſolute Miſtreſs of the Eſtate you ate 
in Poſſethon of, and engage never to diſpute it with you, 
on Condition you will influence the charming Leorore to 
accept him for her Husband. Judge, Madam, continued 
he, counterfeiting all the Actions of a Man in the ut- 

molt 
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moſt Deſpair ; judge of the State to which this Propoſal 
has reduced me ! The Advantages offered to you by it, 
are too great for me to pretend to diſſwade you from 
accepting it: Tor/ander is not only more wealthy than 
Oronte: ; but alſo by this Marriage you will put an End 
to an Aﬀair, the Continuance of which muſt infallibly 
ruin you; you will remain in quiet Poſſeſſion of the 
Fitate you now have, and that you are difputing ; and 
Leanora will be eſtabliſhed in as much Grandeur, as if 
this Proceſs never had been commenced againſt you. 

Ceaſe, ceaſe, Orontes, faid that beautiful Lady, 
burſting into Tears, to ſet before our Eyes the Advan- 
tages of ſuch a Marriage, unleſs you would prove your- 
ſelf a better Friend, than you are a faithful Lover. — 
But, perhaps, continued the, bluſhing with a little Indig- 
nation, you merit not the Sentiments I have of you ; — 
Though whether you do, or not, I cannot vary from 
them ; and am reſolved never to give myſelf to any 
Man, if I do not to Orontes. 

With what Tranſports did theſe Words fill the Soul 
of the amorous Terfander # But he concealed them, per- 
cciving Madam Duremond was filent, being willing the 
ould explain herſelf before he diſcovered the Myſtery. - 

This Lady could not keep herſelf from being dazzled 
at the illuſtrious Fortune that offered itſelf to her 
ter ; and on the other Hand, having the moſt render 
Regard for the pretended Oronter, knew not what to 
determine : She was unwilling to break her Promiſe 
with the one ; yet the other was a Match ſhe knew not 
how to refuſe. In this Perplexity, believing ſhe had 
perceived ſomething in the Diſcourſe of Orvares, as if 
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he expected not they ſhould neglect this Opportunity, 
ThisAfair, ſaid ſhe, is no leſs ſerious than it is ſurprizing, 
and requires that we ſhould make all neceiſary Reflexions 
on it ; but that which at preſent offers to my T'houghts 
is, That if the generous Orontes could vanquiſh his 
Paſſion, I would adviſe Leonora to have no leſs Power 


over herſelf. 


What, Madam ! cried Orontes, do you then conſent to 
my Death ? What, Madam ! added Leonora, do you 
command me to eſpouſe Ter/ander, after having ordered 
me to love Orontes: ? At theſe Words this Rival of him- 
ſelf fell at the Feet of Madam Duremond, conjuring her, 
by every Thing ſhe held dear or ſacred, not to determine 
ſo haſtily in Favour of Ter/ander ; that perhaps his Per- 
ſon might not be pleaſing to Leonora ; and that it would 
be unjuſt and cruel to force her Inclinations. As for me, 
continued he, I am ready to ſacrifice all my Repoſe, and 
Life itſelf, to the Happineſs of that adorable Maid ; but 
cannot reſign all the ſweet Hopes with which I have been 
flattered, to ſee her in the Arms of a Man whom ſhe has 
always hated, and whom ſhe knows not. They tell me, 
replied Madam Duremond, without conſidering what ſhe 
faid, that Ter/ander is one of the moſt amiable Cavaliers 
in Paris. | 

She had ſcarce ended theſe Words when Argante: came 
into the Room ; who ſeeing Terſander at the Feet of 
Madam Daremond, Indeed, ſaid he, as he was advancing, 
when Enemies demand Quarter in that Manner, they 
ought not to be refuſed. Courage, continued he, gene- 
rous Terſander ; if Madam Duremond is ſtill averſe to 
you, I will put myſelf on your Side. THING 
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old Gentleman, which were occaſioned by his believing 
Terſander was come to make ſome Propoſals of Accomo- 
dation, threw both the Mother and Daughter into ſuch 
a Conſternation that they were not able to pronounce 
one Word. Ter/ander, riſing from the Poſture he was 
in, at hearing the Voice of Arganer, and knowing him 
perfectly well, ran to him, and embracing him, I ſhould 
not doubt, ſaid he, of Victory in any other Occaſion, 
having Argantes on my Side: But here, my Friend, I 
tave dangerous Enemies 

Madam Duremond and her Dae having a little 
recovered themſelves during this Diſcourſe, cried out 
botl, at the fame Time, What ! are you, Terfander ? 
How is this ! (replied Arganter quite amazed ; ) You have 
Terſander with you ; he is at your Feet, and yet you 
know him not ! My dear ante, ſaid Terſander, this 
„ a Myſtery which ſha!l pic{:nily be unravelled to you. 
Madam, continued he, again putting himſelf on his 
Knees befare Madam Duremend, you fee Terſander him- 
ſ-if, under the Name of Orontes ; The Fear of being 
treated as an Enemy, cbliged me to make uſe of this 
Stratagem, to declare to you my Paſſion for the admirable 
Leonora — I would be loved as Ter/ander, before I 
ceaſe to be Orontes ; and I will no longer be Orontes 
when you render Ter/ander happy. — My Artifice has 
hitherto ſucceeded : You have honoured with your 
Friendſhip the amorous Orentes ; the charming Leonora 
has flattered him with her T'enderneſs ; but I have done 
nothing yet which can aſſure Ter/ander of that Bleſſing 
you intended for another. 
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He had ſcarce ended theſe Words when Madam Dure- 
mond threw her Arms about his Neck, and with a Voice 
which denoted the utmoſt Satrsfaftion, Yes, without 
doubt, faid ſhe, I gladly beſtow on Tor/ander both my 
Daughter and my Friendſhip : He has well merited the 
one and the other; and I fee! too much Contentment in 
being relieved from my late Perplexity, not to celebrate 
the happy Moment by all that can be expected from the 
ligheſt Gratitude and Eſteem. 

Then making Leonora approach, from whoſe Braut! 
ful Eyes Love and Joy darted their brighteſt Rays, ſtic 
' commanded her to give a Looſe to both; which cbliging 
Order flie executed with ſuch a Readineſs, as entirely 
baniſhed all the Fears of the tranſported Terſander. 

Argantes, to whom they related all the Circumſtances 
of this avrecable Adventure, took a ſenſible Pleaſure in 
te Patiilattcn of his Friends; which was confiderably 
augmented a few Days after by the Celcbration of this 
wiſhed-for Marriage. Thus ended the Enmity between 
theſe two Families ; and thus began the Felicity of a Pair 
of Lovers, who could not but be eternally happy, ſince 
the Bouds in which they were linked, were thoſe of 
the moſt perfect Friendſhip, Tenderneſs, and Efleen. 


HEROICK 


of the Armies of > — had — 
the Empire of the Goth: in 1taly, killed with 

| his own Hand their King To/i/a, in the ſame 
Place where Camillus had vanquiſhed the Gaul named 
Buflo Gallorum, and where he had defeated in two 
Battles Leuthari: and Bucelin, who came into /taly with 
a formidable Army: This great Man, when he wrote an 
Account to the Emperor Juftinian of what he had done, 
diſcovered no leſs Modeſty than he had ſhewn Valour, 
giving all the Praiſe of that Victory to his Generals, with- 
out mentioning himſelf ; but among thoſe whoſe Bravery 
Q3 he 
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he moſt commended, the young Pa/merius had the f rf 
Rank. This Hero was born at Raten, the Son of 
an illaRtnous Father, who came into ach at the Time 
that Bek/ariu: commanded the Armies of Tufinian, and 
was killed at the Stege of Rome when his Son Pa 
was in a very tender Age. 

" But Narſet having taken the Place of Brin in 
the Heart and Empire of Juffinian, and informed of 
the great Actions of that illuſtrious Deceaſed, reſolved to 
recompence them in his Cares of his Son Palmeriu;; who, 
adding to the Charms of the moſt lovely Perſon in the 
World, thoſe of a peculiar Greatneſs of the Soul, gave 
very early Proofs how worthy he was of the Blood from 
whence he was deſcended: So great was his Properſity 
to War, that , could nat retule expoling tris your, 
Codrage to the greatelt Dangers of ut, even before he 
was arrived at choſe Years in which others are thought 
capable of bearing Arms. The Progreſs he made wr: 
ſo exceeding ſwift, that he ſoon eclipſed the Glory of 
the moſt experienced Commanders; and fo well anſwered 
the Expectations Nar/er kad conceived of him, that he 
was raiſed to the Dignity of a General before he was of 

the Age of Two and twenty. 

This famous Warrior, who furniſhed him every Day 
with fome new Occafion of ſignalizing himſelf, had the 
SatisfaEQtion to ſee his young Pupil do ſuch Actions in 
the War of Traly as juſtly merited Admiration, and at- 
traced the Eftrem even of thoſe who before were 
moſt indifferent to him: The Account given of him to 
Fuſtinian drew Encomiums from that Emperor as might 
e gratificd a more ambitious Mind than was his ; nor 
, was 
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was Nar/e leſs pleaſed at the Juſtice done to his Merit, | 


than to find that Merit in one be fo perſecily loved. 

Palmerius, however, in the Midit of all theie Honours, 
had a Heart of unquiet and dilturbed Emotions : He had 
devoted himfelf to Love as ſoon as he did to Glory ; his 
Mind was vanquiſh'd before his Arm had either the Skill 
or Strength to vanquiſh others ; and the Deſue of ten- 
derung himſelf worthy of her he loved, heightening his 
natural Courage, had often contributed to carry him 
into thoſe Dangers where he had acquired fo much 
Fame. 

Claudia, a young Beauty of an illuſtrious Birth, con- 
ſummate Beauty, and high Virtue, was the only Object 
of the Vows of the valiant Paimeriz: Boch born at 
Rawvamna; they had loved each other from their Infancy ; 
and as their Years and Underſtanding increaſed, their 
mutual Tenderneſs became more ſolid. 

The beautiful Claudia had loſt the Aathors of her 
Being much about the ſame Time Palmeriz: was de- 
prived of his Father, and lived under the Care of a Bro- 
ther, who was of the fuſt Rank in Ravenna, and whoſe 
Merit made him generally eſteemed. He loved Palme- 
mus and had ſeen with Pleaſure the Beginnings and Pro- 
greſs of their Love ; which now waited but for the End 
of the War, to enjoy its Recompence in a happy Mar- 
riage. 

The Report of the great Actions of this young Hero, 
the Honours paid him, and the Lawrels he had obtain d. 
augmenting the Tenderneſs of Claudia, augmented alſo 
the Defire which Maria, her Brother had to fee them 


united ; and it was the Abſence of this illuſtrious Friend, 


and 
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and his incomparable Siſter, that made Palmerixs figh 


amidſt the greateſt Affluence of Proſperity that Man 
could have without Love. However, in the Hope of re- 
joining them, when once the glorious Expeditions of 
Narſe: were over, he ſoſtned his Trouble by often wri- 
ting to them, and receiving Letters from them. And 
indeed there is ſomething extremely pleaſing in theſe kind 
of Converſations to a delicate Soul, eſpecially when the 
Satifaction is heighten'd by the Expectation that they will 
ſhortly be ſucceed by a more ſolid Happineſs. 

But by a Misfortune, which it was impoſſible to fore- 
ſee, he found himſelf as far from the Felicity he had 
hoped, as he had imagined himſelf near. The Empreſ- 
Eudexia Sophia, who maintained an abſolute Sway over 


' Tuftinian, pretended ſome Occaſion of Complaint againſt 
'Narſes ; though, in effeft, ſhe was only jealous and dif. 


guſted on the high Reputation he had fo juſtly acquired; 
and by her Power and Artif.ces won fo far on the Em- 
peror, as to oblige him to recal this great Captain; and 
having the utmoſt Spleen to him, teſtified it by joining 
the ſevereſt Afront to the Loſs of his Honours ; and ſent 
him Word, that he muſt quit his Goverument of Jah, 
and come to Conſtantinople to ſpin amongſt her Women. 
Narſes, more touch'd with this Raillery than with his 
Diſgrace, made Anſwer, That he would weave a Web 
ſhould coſt the Empire its beſt Blood to unravel. Nor 
did he ſay more than he immediately performed : He cal. 
led the Lombard: into Jraly, took the principal Places, 
defeated the Armies of the Imperialiſts, and ſeized Ra- 
venna, in ſpite of the Oppoſition of Marius, who com- 


manded 
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manded there ; and conſtrained thoſe that remained of 
the Emperor's Troops to retire to Neue, or to forme 
other of thoſe Places which were not yet ſubdued by 
their new Congqrerors. 

Paimerizi, who commanded a Body of Troops by 
much too weak to continue the Campaign, retired alſo 
to Nome, full of the moſt diſtracting Perturbations, to 
think that Claudia was in the Midſt of Barbarian, ex- 
poled to all the Horrors of a bloody War, and without 
any other Succour than that of her Virtue. 

Narſc; was not ignorant of the Pathon of Paimeriss ; 
and as he carneſily defired to have him a Partener in his 
Kevenge and Rebellion, he wrote to him ſeveral Times, 
and (pared neaker Entreaties nor Promiſes te gain him. 
He rem.aded him of the many Proofs he had given 
lum of his Friendihip, and forgot nothing which he 
thought might excite his Gratitude ; but that which moſt 


| flattered him with Hopes of Succeſs, was the Aſſurance 


he gave him of being rendered the Poſſeſſor of the 
beautiful Claudia, if he would become of their Party, 
and that ſhe ſhould have nothing to fear from the Hor- 
rors of the War. He told him alſo, That he would ob- 
tain from the King of the Lombard: the Government of 
Ravouna ; and that being Maſter of the Town, and of 
h1s iluftrious Miſtreſs, he would guard both the one and 
the other from the Fury of the Conquerors. But the 
valiant Palmerius, faithful to his Emperor, was not to 


be ſhaken by theſe Advantages ; and replied generouſly 
to War, That he had learned under him the Art of 


Mar; but had never been inſtructed to fail in his Duty 


to his Sovereign : That he had never taken Arms but 
for 
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for the Service of the Emperor ; and that he ought not, 
nor ever would make any other Uſe of them: That he 
knew how to be grateful ; but not to ſuffer his Gratitude 
to triumph over his Faith: That as for Claudia, he knew 
too well her Soul not to aſſure himſelf ſhe would think 
him upworthy of her Goodneſs, if he were capable of 
betraying his Prince: And added, That the invincible 
Nar ſes himſelf, all animated as he was againſt 77. 
nian, would be the firſt to withdraw his Eſteem, if he 
ſhould accept Propoſals in wiiich his own Heart had les 
Share, than his Senſibility cf the Afront put upen him. 
This magnanimous Ecfuſal making known ta Nar/ 
the Virtue of Palmeriaus, gave him the utmoſt Admira- 
tion, and, at the ſame I ;me, a lively Regret that there 
was no Pollibility of gaining him: But not able to 
blame his preferring his Duty to all other Conſidera- 
tions, he ſent him Word, That he had, indeed, dil 
covered the Bottom of his Heart; for it was truce, that 
| he ſhould never have turned his Arms againſt the Em- 
Feror out of a Spirit of Rebellion, but an carncit Deſire 
of revenging a Blot upon his Honour, which was of 
that Nature as nothing but Blood and Slaughter could 
waſh off: But as for him, not having the like Com- 
plaints nor ill Treatment, he was not ſurprized to fnd 
him thus immovable : That he eſteemed him the more, 
and knew ſo well what was in his Power to do, that 
for the Succeſs of the Lombard: he wiſhed Juftinian 
might not have many Subjects who reſembled Pa/merius. 
Theſe two great Men thus gave reciprocal. Marks of 
Amity for cach other ; but endeavoured only to ſhew 
| themſclycs 
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themſelves Praiſe-worthy in the different Parties which 


they embraced. 

Palmerias being retired to Reme, aſſembled the Re- 
mains of the Imperial Troops ; and exciting them by 
his Example to continue faithful to the Emperor, made 
them unanimouſly reſolve to undertake any Thing under 
his Conduct, to free their Country from the Yoke of the 
Lombardi, and to chaſe thoſe Barbarians from Ravenna. 

While Love and Honour contributed to arm him 
againſt the Enemics of his Country, Claudia made 
known no leſs Courage within the Walls of Ravenna, 
by the virtuous Reſiſtance with which ſhe oppoſed the 
Defires of a Conqueror no leſs formidable by his Cruelty, 
than by his abſolute Power . 

Rutella, one of the moſt renowned Captains of the 
King of the Lombards, after having taken this City, was 
recompenced by the Government of it ; and the firit 
Uſe he made of his Authority was to impriſon Marius, 
and the principal of thoſe whoſe Valour had retarded his 
Conqueſt. Fear of the ſame Treatment made all the 
others ſubmit ; and for the Preſervation of their Lives, 
their Fortunes, and their Liberties, haſted to pay their 
Homage to the Governor: Claudia alone ſhut herſelf up 
in her Palace, with ſome of the moſt conſiderable Ladies 
in the City, who had taken Refuge with her; and reſo- 
lute not to ſooth the imperious Lombard, and ready, like 
her Lover and her Brother, to ſacrifice her Life for her 
Country, waited without Aſtoniſhment, or attempting to 
quit her Retreat, what Fate Heaven ſbould be pleaſed 
to ordain for her. 


Nutella, 
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Nutella, now acknowledged, courted, and addrefied 
by all the States of Ravenna, was ſurprized that Claudia, 
the moſt conſiderable among the Women, had not been 
to offer her Reſpects, to pay him Homage, and to im- 
plore his Clemency in Favour of Marias ; and one Day 
demanded the Cauſe of it of thoſe whom either Fear 
or Treachery had engaged to fill the Number of his 
Court. 

Among thoſe was a Gentleman named Ga/lerio, who 
for a long Time had ſecretly languiſhed for the incom- 
parable Siſter of Mari: ; and believing he ſhould 40 
her a ſignal Service, and at the ſame Time oblige the 
Governor to befriend his Paſſion, deſcribed this illuftrious 
Maid in ſuch a Manner, and with ſuch Vivacity, that 
he diſcovered to Rutella great Part of what he felt for 
her, and at the fame Time gave 3 Cu- 
rioſity to fee her. 

Galleries, who little imagined he ſhould find a Rival 
in Nutella, added, That Claudia was no lefs fierce than 
beautiful ; that ſhe regarded with Contempt all thoſe 
whom Love had made her Slaves, cxcept one of the 
Generals of TJaftinian, called Palmerius, who alone 
had rendered her ſenſible of the tender Paffion ; but 
faid, he did not doubt but Abſence and the Change of 
Affairs had now broke off all Engagements berween 
them. 

Rutella grew the more animated by this Diſcourſe ; 
and imagined it no lefs Honour to vanquiſh the Heart 
of Claudia, than it was to have taken the City of R. 
venna. He alſo perſwaded himſelf, that her Example 
would influence her Brother and many others to ſub- 
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mit patiently to the Yoke of the Lombard: and there- 
fore reſolved to go himſelf to her Palace, not | 
but this Reſpect paid her, would more than Force pre- 
vail upon ſo haughty a Soul to acknowledge his Au- 
thority. Between this Determination and the Execution 
of it there paſſed not a Minute, and Calleris was the 
Perſon ſent to apprize her of his Viki, 

The beautiful Claudia was a little perplexed at this 
News ; but ſummoning all her Courage and her Prudence 
to her Aid in this Exigence, ſhe prepared to receive the 
Governor in a Manner which ſhould neither teſtify 
Dejection, nor too great a Pride ; and being ſeated in 
the Midft of thoſe Ladies who had taken Sanctuary in 
her Palace, attended him with an Air more capable of 
ſubduing than irritating him. 

He followed his Mefſenger immediately, accompanied 
with the Principal of his Officers, and thoſe Lords who 
had acknowledged the Lombards, and went to the Apart- 
went of Claudia ; who contented herſelf with having 
the Doors ſet open to him without going to meet him, 
and received him in a magnificent Hall at the Head of 
her i1/aſftrions Companions, and with a Countenance no 
les tranquil than modeſt. 

Nutella no ſooner entered the Room than his Eyes 
were dazzled with the Luſtre of this incomparable Beauty; 
and he felt ſomething within bim, which all at once con- 
vented his natural Barbarity into Softneſs, and compelled 
him to pay thoſe Reſpects he had hitherto been vain 
enough to imagine were due only to himſelf. I come, 
Madam, ſaid he, to preſent you with my Homage, ſince 
vou refuſe me yours ; and though it is in my Power to 
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exact them, I rather chooſe to fail in my Duty to m 
King, than conſtrain you to render theſe Honours to 
me, which you ſeem born to receive from all Mankind. 

My Lord, replied Claudia, I am not fo ignorant of 
the Laws of War, as not to know there is nothing owing 
to me from my Conqueror but Pity, and that Decorum 
which Perſons of my Sex and Condition are ſure to find 
from all the Generous and Brave : It is true, I have 
not asked it ; nor do I think ſuch a Petition were con- 
ſiſtent with the Duty I owe to my Emperor, to whom 
alone I ought to kneel : 1 cannot fight for him ; my 
Prayers, my Vows, my Homages, are all that I can pay 
him ; and thoſe, nor Hope, nor Fear, ſhould ever pre- 
vail on me to proſtitute to another. 

However, reſumed Nutella, charmed to hear her 
ſpeak, if you know the Laws of War, you need na 
be informed that every Thing ought to be ſubmitted to 
the Conqueror ; and that it is dangerous to provoke a 
Man, who has your Brother in his Power, and from 
whoſe Authority there is no Repeal. My Lord, faid ſhe, 
my Brother and myſelf are born to live and die for the 
ſake of our Country; you are the Maſter of our Lives 
and Libertics, but not of our Minds. 

If Palmerius, interrupted he, with a little Fierceneſ,, 
were in the Place of Marius, perhaps, you would ſpeak 
in another Language. | 

Palmerius, replied Claudia, bluſhing, ſerves his Prince 
as you do yours ; and if you knew him, you would be 
aſſured he never would inſpire me with any other Sen- 
timents. 
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Rutcila, whom Love had entirely ſubjugated, fearing 
is Converſation would grow too warm, put an End to 
it, by telling her ſhe would very ſoon have an Opportu- , 
nity of proving that the Lombards were Enemies no leſs 
generous than formidable. Notwithſtanding the Hatred 
herween the two Nations, Madam, continued he, you 
are at full Liberty in Ravenna ; and neither yourſelf, 
your Friends, nor Companions, have any Thing to ap- 
prekend, where Ratel/a commands, In ſpeaking theſe 
Words he took his Leave full of Love for her, and 
Hatred for Palmerius : But not willing to make known 
any Part of his Sentiments, till after he had tried all 
the Ways he thought might be capable of ſoftening this 
heroick Heart, he concealed his real Views under Rea- 
{ns of State ; propoling it to his Council as the beſt 
Policy to fet M, and thoſe who were impriſoned 
with him, at Liberty, to the End he might draw them 
into his Intereſts by this Appearance of Lenity and 
Generolity ; and remonitrated that it would be of great 
Conſequence to the Proſecution of their Conqueſts in 
Lash, to have in their Party Men fo conſiderable by 
their Births, Employments, and Credit, with the People. 

His Speech had all the Effet it was intended for ; and 
i: was unanimouſly agreed that they ſhould be ſet at 
Liberty the ſame Moment ; which Order was executed 
without any Delay ; but with this Difference, that 
Marias was the only Perſon to whom the Governor gave 
Marks of a particular Efteem and Good-will. 

Marias having been informed that he had ſeen 
Claudia, was not at a Loſs to gueſs from what Source 
all theſe Favours were derived ; but not being in a Con- 

R 2 dition 


184 Heroick Love. 


dition to ſpeak in the Manner he wiſhed to do, he was 
ob'iged to diſſemble his Sentiments, and wait till Time, 
or ſome new Accident ſhould preſent him with an Oc- 
caſion of ſhewing he never could be but faithful to his 
Prince. 

For this Purpoſe he received the Civilities of Rute/!z 
with Gratitude and Submiffion ; and in all his Words 
and Attions ſo well deceived the haoghty Lombard, that 


| he doubted not if he were entirely in his Intereſt, and 


began to flatter himſelf that he ſhould gain the Sifter 
with the fame Facility he had done the Brother. 
(naa, who had taken tlie laſt Words of Rutel/a but 
as an ordinary Piece of Gallantry, and little expected 
to ſee her Brother out of his Confinement, was extremely 
iurprized when ſhe beheld him enter Ler Apartment 
Ine brit Emotions of her Heart were all Joy and Ten- 
derneſo, which ſhe tellifcd by a thouſand Careſſes : Put 
ſume Moments after, refleQting on the Diſcourſe of the 
Governor, and on the ſudden Deliverance of Maria, 
ſhe feared thoſe Effects of her Beauty, which other 
Women are ambitious of, and trembling at the Thoughts 
ef ſuch a Lover, could not reſtrain her Sighs. 

The wiſe Marius, who penetrated into the Cauſe of 
her Inquietudes, endeavoured to conſole her as much 
as poſſible ; and having informed her of his Sufpicions 
concerning the Love of Rue for her, conjured her to 
make uſe of her utmoſt Artifice to keep kim in Suſpence 
of her Reſolves, and behave in ſuch a Manner as ſhould 
neither embolden him, or, by avowirg her Averſion, 


„ irritate this Barbarian ; but by a prudent Medium give 


tim Time to aſſemble his Friends, examine tbe Number 
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of thoſe whoſe Hearts were ſtill faithful to the Em- 
peror, and find ſome Way either to join Pa/merixs, or 
at leaſt to inform him of all that paſſed ; proteſting to 
her, that if Ratel/a ſhould ever attempt to make uſe of 
the Power he had over her, he would ſooner give her 
Death with his own Hands, than ſuffer her to become 
the Victim of his Paſſion. This Promiſe a little re- 
ſtored the virtuous Soul of C. nia to its accuſtomed Se 
renity ; but while they were thus employing themſelves 
in contriving the Means of deceiving Rutel/a, he was 
taken up Night and Day with thinking how he ſhould 
obtain the Satisfaction of his amourous Deſires on 
Claudia, and that of his Hatred on his Rival Pa/- 
eiu, 

This young Warrior, whoſe whole Thoughts and 
Wiſhes were ſhut up in Ravenna, made ſeveral Excur- 
bons with his Troops, even to the Gates of the City, 
which occaſioned conſiderable Loſſes to Rute/la, ſometimes 
by taking Priſoners thoſe ſent from the Town, fome- 
times by hindering any Reinforcements or Proviſions 
from entering, and ſometimes by challenging the boldeſt 
of his Officers to Combat, who ſeldom failed to meet 
the Puniſhment of their Audacity either in the Loſs of 
their Life or Liberty. 

Rutella, exaſperated beyond Meaſure at being thus 
daily harraſſed, laid many Snares to furprize this dan- 
gerous Enemy ; but he always had the Happineſs to 
avoid them : However, theſe little Advantages not con- 
tenting him, as being of ſcarce any other Service to 
his Prince, or Miſtreſs, than to teſtify his Zeal ; and 
burning with the utmoſt Impatience to puniſh the In- 
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vaders of the Rights of the one, and give Liberty to- 
the other, he reſolved to venture every Thing to enter 
the Town, fee Claudia, and conſult with Marius on 
ſome Enterprize to recover the City, and deſtroy Rutella 
and his Adherents. 

Though he knew not yet the Reaſons he had to hate 
this Governor, what he had heard of his Violence and 
Cruelty by the Priſoners he had taken, gave him room to 
fear for all thoſe whoſe Honour would not ſuffer them 
to ſubmit to a laviſh Dependance on him; and on the 
other hand, encouraged him to hope, that where an Oc- 
caſion offered they would gladly join in any Meaſures 
to throw off a Yoke ſo dreadful to be born. This In- 
telligence deceived him not: Nutella was no leſs artful 
than cruel ; and put on the Air of a generous Conqueror, 
only to prove himſelf in the End a more implacable 
Enemy. He no ſooner ſaw himſelf abſolute Maſter in 
Ravenna, than he ceaſed to conſtrain his natural Bar- 
barity ; but ſhewed himſelf, as he was, all violent, de- 
ceitful, bloody, vicious ; acknowledging no Law but 
that of his Paſſions ; forcing Daughters from the Arms 
of their Parents, Wives from their Husbands, and 
puniſhing with the moiſt inhuman Tortures thoſe who 
refuſed to be aſſiſting to his Crimes, or who adviſed him 
not to perſiſt in them; and by this horrible Conduct 
rendered Ravenna in a ſhort Time the Theatre cf. 
Tears, Exclamations, Blood, and Slaughter. 

While the whole City groancd and trembled at the 
bare Mention of this Tyrant's Name, Marius and 
Claudia were the only Perſons who had not yet ex- 
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clared his Leve ; but by what may be juſtly called a 
Miracle, fince it could be imputed to nothing but that 
Omnipotent Being who never fails to protect Innocence 
He had yet employed no other Means than Reſpects and 
Aſiduities to make himſelf be heard ; and in ſpite of 
the herce Refuſal of the generous Claudia, had attempted 
nething which might alarm her Virtue. 
Notwithſtanding the Blow was not already given, 
her Brother and herſclf were not leſs agitated : They 
every Day beheld the Miſeries of their unhappy Coun- 
try and by what was executed on others, might eafily 
judge they were only ſo far favoured, as to be the laſt 
who ſhould ſuffer by the Inſolence and unparalleled Bar- 
barity of this Tyrant. They were in this dreadful 
Situation of. Mind when the brave Palmerius had re- 
ſolved to hazard every Thing to ſee them: To ac- 
compliſh his Intent, however, with as little Danger as 
poſſible, either to himſelf, or thoſe he loved, he put on 
the Habit of a Peaſant, who brought Proviſions to the 
City ; and having changed the Colour of his Face and 
Hands, ſo well conformed himſelf to his Diſguiſe, that 
they permitted him to paſs without the leaſt Suſpicion. 
He went directly to the Palace of Marius, and de- | 
manded a private Audience on Matters of Importance. 
This Nobleman, to whom they diſcribed the pretended 
Peaſant, and who in the preſent Junfture of his Affairs, 
thought he ought to neglect nothing, made him be con- 
ducted to his Cloſet ; where being ſhut up with him, 
he told him he might ſpeak freely what he had to fay : 
But Palmeriu;, throwing himſelf upon his Neck, Ah, 
my dear Marias ſaid he, —_— —— 
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the faithful Pa/merizs, and I will afterwards inform you 
all I can of the State of our Aﬀairs. 

Never was Surprize equal to that of Marius, at hear. 
ing the Voice, and receiving the Careſſes of fo unex. 
pected and fo dear a Friend. Pa/merizs, my Brother, 
ſaid he, by what Miracle then do I fee you ! Heaven 
now I find has not entirely abandoned us ! Theſe few 
Words having proved to the illuſtrious Lover of 
Claudia, that their Hearts were not changed towards 
him, he informed Marius by what Means he had en- 
tered the City ; and prayed him not to delay preſenting 
him to his Siſter, ſince it was neceſſary ſhe ſhould 
ſhare with him in the Motive of ſo dangerous a Diſguiſe. 
Marius conſented with Joy ; but to fave her the Surprize 
this Interview muſt inevitably occaſion if ſhe were not 
prepared for it, he went himſelf to bring her, thinking 
jt proper this Entertainment ſhould be in his Cloſet, to 
avoid the Curioſity of thoſe Ladies that were with her, 
who, though they were all Friends, might not all have 
a ſufficient Stock of Prudence to be truſted with a Secret 
of this Conſequence : And having ſignified to her in a 
- few Words, that a Man from Pa/merius was concealed 
in his Apartment, ſhe followed him with ſuch a pleaſed 
Confuſion in her Eyes, and Haſte in her Steps, as might 
| have aſſured him, had he not been already convinced of 
it, how dear that Hero was to her Soul: But if the 
Expectation of a Meſſage from him filled her with ſuch 
Tranſports, what became of her, when entering the 
Cabinet the ſuppoſed Peaſant threw Wmfclf at her Feet, 
and catching hold of both her Hands, kiſſed them 
with all the Fervour of the moſt paſſionate Lover. 


Theſe Raptures, however, were not all that made her 
know 
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know it was her dear Pa/merizs himſelf, though ſhe 
was perſwaded no other durſt preſume to addreſs her 
in that Manner ; but her Eyes, to whom his Image 
was always preſent, diſtinguiſhed the Hero through 
his Diſguiſe : — It is Palmeriss himſelf, cried ſhe ; my 
Heart cannot deceive me. — O Heaven ! to what 
Dangers do you, my Lord, expoſe a Life ſo precious 

This tender Lover, almoſt beſide himſelf with Love 
and Joy at hearing Words which fo well aſſured him 
Abſence had not rendered him of leſs Value in her 
Eyes, What Dangers, replicd he, ought I not to 
hazard : nay, what ill Fate, not patiently endure, if 
recompenced with the Sight of the adorable Claudia, 
even for a Moment? Then Marius joining in their 
Converſation, all the Demonſtrations of Love and 
Friendſhip that Words could utter, or Heart could 
conceive, paſſed between theſe three noble Perſons : 
Claudia judging it improper to conceal from Palmerizs 
the Sentiments of Nutella, made him a fincere Conſeſſion 
of the Paſhon of that Barbarizn, and the Apprehenſions 


| Nie was under on that Score; which the valiant Palme- 


ru could not hear without being fired with the utmoſt 
Exceſs of Rage, Diſdain, and Hate. To Arms, 
Marius, ſaid he, addrefling himſelf to that dear Friend, 
to Arms : The Time is too precious to be waſted in vain. 
Complaints, or idle Reaſoning ; let us employ it to 
throw off this odious Yoke : — They deſerve Chains, 
who dare not ſeek to break them. 

Aſſemble your Friends, gather together the Male- 
contents ; give my Soldiers an Entrance to Ravenna, and. 
gult the Care of your Liberty to me. 
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Theſe Words pronounced with that martial and tri- 
umphant Air with which this young Warrior knew ſo 
well how to conquer Friends, as well as Enemies, reani- 
mated the Courage of Maria,; and full of Zeal for his 
Country, and Duty to his Emperor, he promiſed his il- 
luſtrious Prompter to go about what he deſired, in ſuch 
a Manner, as he did not doubt but ſhould ſucceed to 
form a Party in Ravenna more formidable than that ef 
the Tyrant; becauſe it would be compoſed only of brave 
and worthy Men. Claudia, whoſe magnanimous Mind 
rendered her ambitious of having ſome Part in this noble 
Enterprize, told them, She had with her the Wives, 
Siſters, and Daughters, of the molt conſiderable of the 
loyal Party; and that ſhe was aſſurcd they would be 
no leſs ready than the boldeſt Men, to contribute to the 
Recovery of their Liberties : And, as for herſelf, being 
the Siſter and Miſtreſs of Heroes, ſhe wiſhed for notl.ing 
more than to teſtify ſhe was not unworthy of their 
Tenderneſs. 

Marius, and her illuſtrious Lover, who were perſechy 
acqua nted with the true Greatneſs of her Soul, prayed 
her to moderate this generous Courage, and wait the 
Iſſue of what they ſhould do. At laſt it was agreed be- 
teen theſe two Friends, that without loſing a Moment, 
Marius ſhould ſummon to his Palace all thoſe whom he 
knew were molt exaſperated againſt Nutella; that he 
ſhould excite them to Revenge, and then conſult with 
them on Meaſures to deliver cne of the Gates of the 
City to Palmerius, "That he, on the other Hand, ſhould 
prepare his Troops for this Expedition at a Moment's 
Warning, ard venture once more into the City in the 
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ame Diſguiſe, to know what Maria: had done, and 
what Time was found beſt for the Entrance of his 
Troops. 
After all theſe Reſolutions were taken, Maria, and 
Claudia conjured Palmerius to retire ; that the former 
might go about the Execution of his Deſign, without 
having any Thing to fear for him. 

This Warrior, who had been all the Hero while 
talking to Marius, and was taken up with the Thoughts 
of Revenge, and retaking the Town, became now all 
the ſoft and tender Lover, when about to take Leave of 
the incomparable Claudia, This great Captain, ſo 
terrible in Fight, that he made all who beheld him 
tremble, even at his Looks, now grew pale, and ſeemed 
to fear himſelf : He, who but a Moment before, had 
formed a Deſign of ſurprizing a City full of armed 
Enemies, and ſtrictly guarded at every Quarter, and 
of giving Death to the moſt fierce and valiant of the 
Barbariax,, could nd rr from 


Virtue in him by ſurmounting it, nt 
riſing Sighs, and bidding the flowing Tears retire to 
their firſt Channel: I go, Madam, ſaid he, to Claudia, 
fince my Preſence is neceſſary at Rome for the Safety of 
my Country, and for that of the admirable Claudia 
I go to haſten the Moment of approaching you for 
ever; and I call Heaven to witneſs, that but for that 
ſweet Hope, not the fierce Rute/la, nor all his Lombards 


together 
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together, ſhould force me from this Place : Happy, if 
I had nothing to fear but for myſelf, and that my 
Life were the only Object of the Tyrant's Wiſhes. 

The illuſtrious Claudia, who comprehended the Senſe 
of theſe Words, looking on him with the utmoſt Ten- 
derneſs, My Lord, faid ſhe, while we confide the Care 
of our Fate cntirely on your Valour, do you vouchſafe 
to repoſe that of yours on our Love ; and fear nothing 
from Rutella on the Part of Claudia ; for be aſſured, the 
Siſter of Marius, and the Miſtreſs of Palmerius, will 


| Imitate their Courage and their Virtue to the Grave. 


Aﬀer theſe generous Proteſlations on both Sides, 
Mariu; compelled him to depart ; and having once more 
embraced, they ſeparated each to begin his ſeveral Oc- 
cupation in this glorious Project. Palmerius re-entered 
Rome, without having met any ill Accident at Ravenna ; 
and Marius paſſed gocd Part of the Night in viſiting 


' thoſe whom he thought were moſt incenſcd againſt the 


Governor. 
He found the Number fo conſiderable, that he doubt - 


ed not the Succeſs of his Fnterprize, if they had as 
much Reſolution to execute it, as they had Will to ap- 
prove it: He began by ſcnd ing ſome of the moſt daring 
to others; thoſe to their Friends ; and theſe laſt drawing 
others into their Party : And by this Means in the Space 
of three Nights diſpoſed their Minds in ſuch a Manner, 
as made him think it proper to aſſemble them in a 
Place of the City, the moſt diſtant from all publick 
Buſineſs, and by Coalequence little frequented. This 
was done on the fourth Night, with ſo much Silence 
and Order, that Marius: had Reaſon look on it as a 
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Omen, becauſe it teſtiied with how much Ardour they 
all wiſh for Liberty and Revenge. 

When Maris, perceived they were all attentive to 
what he ſhould ſay, he began by repreſenting to this 
Aſſembly the Crimes of Nutella, his Violences, his 
Barbarity, his Cruelties, and his Injuſtice ; bad them 
call to Mind the Aﬀronts offered to themſelves, the irre- 
parable Wrongs their Wives and Daughters had ſuſtain- 
ed ; and brought all theſe Objects to their View in ſuch 
lively and touching a Manner, as many of them dropp'd 
Tears from their Eyes, while their Hearts were all on 
Fire with Rage : From that he paſſed to the Fidelity 
they owed their Emperor Jaſlinian ; but dwelt a long 
Time on the Shame it was for brave and free born Men 
to be the Slaves of Strangers, and ſubmit to bow the 
Knee before an imperious and bloody Conqueror, who 
owed his V itory over them not ſo much to his own 
Courage as to the Reſentment of Nar/es. All of them 
n their CGuntenances teſtifying the Regret they had 
to merit ſuch Reproaches, he continued in this Manner; 
My brave and unhappy Fellow Citizens, ſaid he, aſter 
[ have repeated your Mlisfortunes, permit me now te 
acquaint you it is in your Power to relieve yourſelves 
from them with Honour and Reputation : — A Hers 
i at your Gates, faithful in his Duty, full of Love for 
his Country, and picrced with Grief for its Calamities ; — 
a Warrior no leſs generous than valiant comes to take 
vou from Slavery, to break your Bonds, and put them 
on the Hands of your Enemies: — In a Word, it is 
Palmerius who offers his Blood and his Life for the 
Reſtoration of your Liberties. 
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At the Name of Pa/meriz;, that profound Silence, 
which till now had been obſerved, broke all at onc: 
into a general Cry: — Their long-dejeted Hearts and 
deaden'd Courages aſſuming, az it were, new Life and 
Vigour at that glorious Name, could not reſtrain their 
Joy: When comes he, ſaid they, all with one Voice ? 
when appears that invincible Warrior? We are ready 
to undertake any Thing that may give him Entrance, 
even to the Heart of Rute/la. 

Marius then taking the Advantage of their Ardour, 
told them that he had formed a Defign which he would 


communicate to fix of the principal among them : 


But that before be proeceded any farther, they muſt all 
take a ſolemn Oath of Secrecy, and that they would 
be faithful and obedient in every Thing to thoſe he 
ſhould appoint for their Commanders. They all agreed 
immediately to the Propoſal, and ſwore without the 
leaſt Heſitation to be ſubmiſſive to his Orders, and of 
thoſe he ſhould ſet over them. Aſter which Maris 
named fix of the Chicf of that Aſſembly, all of them 
his particular Friends, to command the others in Con- 
junction with himſelf ; and appointed them to come to 
his Palace on the ſucceeding Night, Where they ſhould 
be informed of the whole Deſign, and how it was to 


be carried on. Then the Aſſembly ſeparating them- 


ſelves, every one went Home with a Heart burning 
with the Deſire of Revenge, and being foremoſt in this 
glorious Acton. 

The Friends of Miu being met on the fiſth Night, 
he diſcovered to them that Lis Proje& was to ſet Fire 
to ſome Houſe in the moſt diſtant Quarter of the City, 
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e the End that the greateſt Part of the Garriſon being 
employed to pat a Stop to the Ravage of that terrible 
Element, would be too far off, and out of a Condition 
to oppoſe his Intention, which was to feize on two of 
the weakeſt Parts of the Rampart, cut the Throats of 
the Guards and Centinels, and open the Gates to Pal 
e and his Troops ; who taking thoſe of Ratelka un- 
prepared, would fall upon them before they could have 
Time to put themſelves in a Poſture of Defence ; and 
that in the mean Time, he and his Companions crying 
out Liberty, and ts Arms, would run to the Palace of 
not the Governor, Sword-in-hand, deſtroying all that 
ſhould oppoſe their Paſſage ; and faid, he doubted but 
at the Word Liberty, the People would all rife and 
zem them ; by which Means the Forces of Rutel/a 
would be divided, and the Soldiers of Palmeria: frid 
an caſy Entrance. 

The Conſpirators greatly approved this Stratagem, 
and every one having added to it, or retrenched accord 
ing as it ſeemed neceſſary for the more eaty Execution, 
they contrived a Signal to be given to Palmerius ; and 
kaving marked to five of them the Number of thoſe 
each ſhould command, he reſerved the Remainder for 
himſelf and Tirenus, an intimate Friend of Palmeriur, 
and whole Courage went fo far as almoſt to be termed 
Raihneſs, or Preſumption ; to him he committed the 
Care of ſewing one of the Gates, while himſelf attacked 
the Guards which were placed about the other. 

All Things being thus regulated, Marius forbad 
them to undertake any Thing till they heard further 
from him, being willing firſt to confer with Palmeriv: ; 
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but communicated nothing to them that this young Hero 
had come diſguiſed into Ravenna, or that he expected 
him again ; he only faid that he had Means of informing 
kim what paſſed in the City, and to hear News from 
him. Thoſe who knew the Friendſhip between ther 
wondered not that they ſhould have found ſome Strata- 
gem to correſpond with each other, and a:ked no farther 
Queſtions. 
This generous Lover having aſſured himſelf of h 
Troops, and found them diſpoſed to undertake any F x 
pedition to which he ſhould lead them, returned t 
Marias through the Aſſillance of the ſame Diſguite ; 
where he and his charming Siſter informed him of the 
Plot they had laid, the Number of thoſe who were 
engaged in it, and the Signal that was to be given. 
Palmerius was charmed with the Propriety of the Con- 
trivance ; and to render every Thing ſucceſsful on his 
Part, viſited thoſe Places which were to be delivered to 
him; and fer ſome "Time did nothing but go trom Reme 
to Ravenna, and from Rawenna to Rome, that he m git 
have the more perſect Knowledge of the Pailes, and 
conduct his Troops with the utmolt Speed and Secrecy, 
Nutella, however, who was not ignorant how much 


he was hated, examined carefully every Thing that pa- 


ſed in the City ; and the Emiſſaries he employed were 
Men of too much Subtilty to be long without dif- 
covering that there was ſome great Deſ:gn in hand: 
Rutella redoubled his Attentions at this News, reſolving 


to ſind out of what Nature it was, if poſſible, and who 
were concerned in it: And as it is ſcarce ever to be 


found, that when any People are truſted with a Secret, 
there 
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there are none among them either baſe of indiſcreer 
enough to betray it: That of Maris; could not eſcape 
the ordinary Fate of all Conſpiracies ; and whither it 
were that any of the Confſpirators had ſpoke by Chance, 
or Defign, is uncertain, but Rute/la had Information 
that Palmeriz: had a Correſpondence in this City, and 
was endeavouring to ſurprize it bat as Marias had con- 
kned the Knowledge in what Manner it was to be done 
to a very few Perſons, and thoſe all Men of andoubred 
Honour and Wiſdom, the Tyrant could be informed no 
farther. - 

This was, however, ſufficient to rouze his Hatred 
againſt Pa/merias, and to make him reſolve to be te- 
venged in the moſt dreadful Manner he could invent : 
To raviſh his Miſtreſs was the firſt of his Deſigns ; and 
the ſecond, to leave no Means untried to get his own 
Perſon into his Power, that he might put him to Death 
with the greateft Tortures. 

To be the more ſucceſsful in his horrid Aims, he diſ- 
ſembled his Fears and his Suſpicions, concealed what 
he knew, and gave ſuch ſtrict Orders to examine all 
thoſe who went in, or out of the City, that he believed 
it impoſſible not to ſurprize whoever it were that came 
backwards and forwards from Pa{merius. Having taken 
this Precaution, and preſſed by his Hatred to he Rival, 
as much as by his Inclination for the Poſiefſion of Claudia, 
he determined to affect no longer the obſequidus Lover, 
but to proceed to Viclence, if her Difdain continued: 
But to preſerve yet ſome Remains of Decency, he ſpoke 
to Marizs, carrefied him, and giving him «0 underſtand 


that he Lad no other Deſigns upon Ks Siſter but what 
S 3 were 
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braced each other, they parted full oſ this pleaſing Idea 
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were honourable, conjured him to engage her to receive 
his Faith. Maria, was too diſcerning not to penetrate 
into the true Intentions of this Barbarian ; but his great 
Preſence of Mind preſently informing him what was 
beſt to do in this Juncture: He diſſembled, as he was 
diſſembled with ; and pretending that he thought him: 
ſelf highly Honoured by his Alliance, promiſed to bring 
Claudia to what he defired of her: But quitted his Pre- 
ſence as ſoon as he could, without being abrupt, and re- 
turned to his Palace full of perplexed Emotions, but 
with a full Reſolution to haſten his Enterprize. Pal- 
merius coming the ſame Day, and telling him every 
Thing was now ready on his Part, it was agreed between 
them to defer the Execution of their Deſign no longer 
than the Night after the next Day ; and having em- 


But the Caprices of Fortune, who takes moſt Pleaſure in 
the Diſappointments ſhe gives Mankind, when moſt 
they think themſelves ſecure, gave a ſudden Turn to 
the Affairs of theſe generous Friends, which rendered 
all their long-concerted Meaſures vain, and involved 
them in the worſt of Dangers, when they juſt began to 
imagine they were aſſared of Happineſs. 

| Palmerizs was going out of the City, when one of 
the Spies of Rute//a heedfully examining him, imagined 
he ſaw ſomething in him above the Degree of a Peaſant ; 


- and that he might neglect nothing of what had been 


given him in Charge, ran to the Guard, and acquainted 
them with his Suſpicions : They immediately arreſted 
Palmerius, who without Arms, without Defence, and 


above an hundred made no Re- 
encompaſſed by an Men, a 
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ſiſtance, nor offered to oppoſe his Misfortune, hut by the 
Conſtancy and Fortitude of his Soul. But this great 
Courage making him think to be taken in ſuch a Diſ- 
guiſe was unworthy of him, he made thoſe who had 
kim in Charge bring ſome Water to him, with which 
he took the fallow Tincture from his Face and Hand: 
which had ſo much altered him, reſolving to appear 
before Rutella ſuch as he was in Reality. They pre- 
ſently conducted hin to this Governor, who having 
never ſeen him, was ſurprized at the Majeſty of his 
Deportment, and the Beauty of his Features, and con- 
templated him ſome Time before he demanded who 
he was, 

But as ſoon as he had done fo, I am Palmerius, an- 
ſwered he hercely : Theſe Words made Rutel/a turn 
pale ; the Boldneſs of them, together with the Name of 
that Hero aſtoniſhed him, and he a ſecond Time re- 
mained ſilent : But at length, the Charms of his Rival, 
inſtead of ſoftening, augmenting his Hatred and Jealouſy, 
he queſtioned him in the moſt arrogant Terms concern- 
ing his Diſguiſe, and threatened him with the moſt 
ſhameful Death, if he diſcovered not his Defign, and 
who were his Accomplices. 

I have ſworn thy Death, ſaid the intrepid Palmerius, 
and came with the Deſign of fulfilling my Vow . — I 
communicated it to the 'I'roops the Emperor truſted to 
my Command, and my Soldiers are my Accomplices. 
All inſolent and Barbarian, as Rutella was, he could 
not avoid feeling an innate Admiration of the Magna- 
nimity of this young Hero ; but his Hatred inſtigating 
his natural Cruelty, it ſoon converted into a malicious 

| Pleaſure 
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Pleaſure to have in his Power this dangerous Enemy | 
of his Love and Fame ; he ordered him to be conducted 
to Priſon, telling him that Racks and Tortures ſhould 
chaſtiſe his Preſumption. 

While theſe Things paſſed in the Palace of the Go. 
vernor, that of Marit, where the News immediately 
flew, was full of Tears and Lamentings ; the tender 
and generous Claudia pierced with the moſt poinant 
Grief and Fear, implored the Aid of Heaven and Earth 
for the Deliverance of her illuſtrious Lover: Marin,, 
no leſs troubled, formed a thouſand Stratagems without 
being able to find one that could promiſe him Succeſs. 
The whole City of Ravenna was in Confuſion ; the 
People informed of the taking of Palmeriur, were in 
the utmoſt Conſternation ; the Conſpirators, to the Diſ- 
pair of ſeeing their Enterprize thus diſappointed, joining 
the Fears of its being diſcovered, knew not what to 
reſolve. Rome in a little Time was in no better a Situ- 
ation, the Lieutenant of Palnerim, who commanded in 
his Abſence, not ſeeing him return, doubted not of his 
Misfortune ; but being a very prudent, as well as a brave 
Man, and fearing the Loſs of the General would abate 
the Courage of the Troops, he made it be reported 
among them that Pa/merius had judged it neceſſary to 
remain in Ravenna, to deliver them the Entrance him- 
ſelf ; and then having aſſembled them, he declared, Tha, 
the General had ſent him Orders to march. In efeR, 

Palmerius had entruſted him with the Secret of his En- 
terprize, and commanded him to make a falſe Attack 
on that Side where they ſhould ſee the Houſes on Fire, 
in order to draw the greateſt Part of the Gatriſon to that 


Quarter 


Heroick Love. 201 


Quarter This ſagacious Officer therefore reſolved to 
have every Thing ready to execute their Deſign on his 
Part, in caſe the Conſpirators did not fail in theirs ; and 
having diſpoſed his Troops according to the Intention 
of Palmerius, he put himſelf at their Head, and went 
n of Rome, marching in the Night, and with the 
moſt profound Silence ; then having poſted them in ſuch 
anner as they could ſce the Flames as ſoon as they 
arpeared, and hear the Signal of which he was in- 
{armed by Palmeriut, they waited without Motion and 
without Noiſe, till ſome Accident ſhould inſtruct them 
what to do. 

Marias all this Time had not been idle ; he ran from 
Houſe to Houſe to animate his Friends, and make them 
encourage others to continue their Deſign : He made 
uſe of all his Eloquence to perſwade them, that having 
ſet Fire to the Houſes, it would be no difficult Matter 
in that Tumult and Diſorder to break open the Priſon 
where Palmerius was confined ; but, though they had 
lei the ſame gocd Intentions, the Idea of not having 
that Hero at their Head, and the Belief that his Troops, 
ignorant of his Deſigns, would not advance to their 
Relicf, diminiſhed in ſuch ſert their Reſolution, that 
they had no Power of undertaking any Thing. 

Marius, who gave his Siſter an exact Account of all 
that paſſed, cauſed every Hour new Alarms in the 
Mind of that beautiful Maid, in letting her know the 
Irreſolution of his Party: Ihe brave Tiens, himſelf 
conſeſſing, that it was impoſſible to make any Eſſay, 
with Hope of Succeſs, without Palmer ius, or the Cer- 


tainty of being joined by the Army. 
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Rutella in the mean Time, reſolved to gratify his 
Love and Revenge, deferred not the Death of his Rival, 
but to draw a new Advantage from it; and ceaſing all 
at once his accuſtomed Diſſimulation with Marius, be- 
haved to him as a Maſter ; and pretending that be 
ſuſpected him to have acted in Concert with Palmeriu., 
made him be ſeized, and cacried to 8 Prifen difleat 
from that of the General. 

Then having in his Power the Lives of two Perfors 
ſo dear to Claudia, he let her know that ſhe had no 
other Way of preſerving them, than by religning up 
her Horour to him ; and that if he perſiſted in refuſing 
his Deſires, ſhe muſt expect to ſce them expire before 
her Eyes in the moſt horrible Fortures. 

How dreadful muſt ſuch a Declaration be to a Woman 
of her conſummate Viriue, and perfet Tenderuch for 
thoſe two glorious Victims ; yet did her Soul, ſtrengthen- 
ed by that ſuperior Power which alone cculd do it, 
grow more couragious, as the more forcibly her Misfor- 
tunes preſſed upon her ; and tar from ſuffering herſelf 
to ſink beneath their Weight, roſe nobly ag ainſt them, 
and formed a Reſolution which ought to be chronicled 
in Leaves uf Braſs an eternal Monument to the Honour 
of her Sex : But as it was not outward, but interior 
Bravery could proſper her Deſign, ſhe had Recourſe in 
the firſt Place to Diſſimulation, and by an innocent Ar- 
tifice deceived the cunning Nutella, and defeated all his 
Stratagems. 

T his illuſtrious Maid no ſooner heard of the Confine- 
ment of her Brother, and the Deſigns of the Governor, 


than ſhe pretended to abandon herſelf to Tears, to make 
this 
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this Barbarian believe ſhe had now no other Weapons 
with which ſhe could orpoſe him. This Exceſs of 
Weakneſs in a Mind which had always appeared ſo 
berce, ſomething contributed to the Grant of what ſhe 
demanded, which was three Days of Life for Palmeriz; 
and Marius, and Reſpite for herſelf, before ſhe yielded 
to the Satisfaction of his Defires, In making this Re- 
queſt, ſhe knew ſo well how to form her Behaviour, 
that Rutella thinking himſelf already in Poſſeſſion of 
this precious Treaſure, gave her the Time ſhe asked. 

Claudia having obtained what ſhe deſired, ratired to 
her Palace ; not to weep and complain, but to purſue 
the glorious Scheme ſhe had laid : Her Days ſhe paſſed 
in confirming herſelf in her Reſolves, and the Nights 
in aſſembling the Friends of her Brother ; ſhe preſſed, 
ſhe animated, ſhe encouraged them, and concluded her 
Speech with an Aſſurance, that on the third Night they 
ſhould have Pa/merias with them. 
Her Beauty, her Reſolution, her Eloquence, and her 
exalted Virtue, had fo great an Influence over their 
Minds, that all their Scruples vanquiſhed, and they all 
took a ſolemn Vow in her Preſence, to get every Thing 
ready for the Execution of their Project on the Night 
ſhe mentioned: and Tirexw being charged with the 
whole Power and Conduct of every I hing, took his 
Leave to go about what he had undertook, and to give 
her Liberty to kniſh her great Work ſhe bad fo bappily 


At the Setting of the Sun, on the third Day this he- 
roick Maid went to the Palace of Nutella, and demand 
cd a private Audience. Heaven, the Protector of In- 


nocence, 
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nocence, in Favour of Claudia, had the Day befurc 
afflicted him with a violent Fever, and ſuch racking 
Pains through all his Body, that he was not able to 
enjoy the leaſt Repoſe in any Poſture. 

He was in the Height of his Illneſs when Word was 
brought him of that Lady's being come ; and though 


he was not in a Condition to receive ſuch a Viſit in 


the Manner he had intended, yet had his Paſſion ſo 
much Empire over him, that he could not refuſe him- 
ſelf the Sight of what his Deſires were ſo much fixed 
upon. He ordered ſhe ſhould be admitted ; and the 
beautiful Claudia ſummoning all her Courage to her 
Aid, being advanced to the Bed-fide where lay this 
Barbarian, put herſelf upon her Knees, and in a Voice 
which ſeemed to utter the ſincere Dictates of her Heart, 
My Lord, ſaid ſhe, impute my Rigours to the Fierceneſs 
of the Blood from whence I am deſcended, and forgive 
me for them : — Extinguiſh that Reſentment which 
my Diſdains have excited in thy Heart, and receive 
mine as a Reparation. — But know I have not been ſo 
guilty as I appeared; I have not been inſenſible to thy 
Love; my Brother alone oppoſed my Acceptance of 
it, and forced me to be ungrateful. — I now come on 
the Faith of thy Promiſes, to deliver thee thy Victim; 
and for the Price of that unfeigned AﬀeCtion I ſwear to 
thee, demand the Life cf thoſe two unhappy Men, 
whom thy Clemency may attach to thy Service all the 
reſt of their Days : — I dare even aſſure thee of ren- 
dering thee Mafter of Rome, and of the Troops of F. 
merius, if thou wilt permit me a Moment's Converſation 
with him. 

Thie 
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This Defign, continued ſhe, looking on him with 
the moſt tender Air, is not an Idea of to Day ; the De- 
fire of pleaſing thee gave it Birth a long Time fince ; 
and if I have the Means of putting it in Practice, I 
doubt not but to prove that Claudia is not unworthy of 
thy Love. 

Here ſhe ceaſed to ſpeak, and Rute 
taken his Eyes from her Face finc 
Chamber, drank fo fully of the ſ 
darted to his Heart, that he | 
and Joy : Nor is it to be wor 
peared ſo charming to him 
Diſdain, ſhould now be in“ 
with all the melting Soft» 
ſcemed to flaſh Deſirs · 
her whole Air denote« 

Sex would permit, a. 
came to receive 

You may expect eve, ag from me, Madam, ſaid 
the tranſported Rutella, if you are ſincere: But, I 
confeſs, it is difficult for me to believe the Things with 
which you flatter me ; and if you do not farther con- 
vince me of my Happineſs and your Deſigns, I cannot 
agree to what you propoſe 

I came not but with that Intention, my Lord, replies 
ſhe, and pretend not to conceal from you a Project 
which I fowned only for „out ſake : Palmerizs loves 
me, continued ſhe : We were deſtined a long Time the 
one for the other And I will not deny but the Fame of 
his great Actions bad ſome Influence over my Heart, till 
it was erazed by thoſe of his Conqueror, At theſe 
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Words the affefted to decline her Hrad, and held her 
 Handkerchief before her Eyes, as to conceal her Bluſhes ; 
but then ſuddenly matching it away, Pardon this Inter- 
; ruption, my Lord, continucd ſhe, it is not cafy for 4 
Maid like me, tw fee herſclf alone in the Bed-Chamber 
[of a Man, and confeſs ſhe feels for him ſomething more 
than becomes her to reveal without teſtifying ſome little 
Confuſion : — However, there will be Hours enough 
wo dene my Heart, when I have firſt proved it by 
my Action. This Pane, 2s T have ſaid, loves me 
and I doubt not but the Motive of his entering Raverna 
in Diſguiſe was the Hope of ſceing me ; but as fince 
the Knowledge of your Sentiments for me, I have re. 
fuſed my Palace to all the World, he could gain no Op- 
portunity for his Defires : I will then, if you will per. 
mit me, make him believe you are ready to reftore his 
Liberty, and conſent to our Marriage, provided he will 
give me an Order under his Hand for his Lieutenant to 
deliver Rome and the Army to you : — And I am al. 
moſt certain he will comply to any Thing in this View, 
eſpecially, as he is an intimate Friend of the great Na 
oppoſite Party. What, my Lord, added ſhe, cannot 
Love inforce in a Heart that owns its Power ? — Can 
mall 1 fay ? — Alas ! could I ever have believed 1 
Mould find myſelf in this Situation ? — But it is the 
invincible Nutella 

Ah ! it is encagh, charming Elaudia, interrapted the 
palionate Lombard, blinded by the Ardeur of his Crimi- 
-2al Defires, and yet more tormented that he was not 
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4 a Condition of making them known, than he was 
with all bis other Pains : You ſtall be no more ſuſpected 
by me : — I fee ſomething in you which deſerves my 
Confidence. With theſe Words he made her riſe, and 
taking her in hs Arms, joined his Lips to hers, with a 
Tranſport which had more in it of Fury, than of the 
Tendernels of an honourable Paſhon. Yet even this, 
this victuous Maid ſubmitted to without the leaft Token 
of I.cluftance ; but on the contrary, ſeemed ther 
wholly reſigned to hu Will. Well, beautiful Cle, 
purſued he, go to Palmeras, ſpeak, preſs, obtain: If 
he loves like me, nothing cn be refuſed to Claudia. — 
Go ; but remember that as I depend upon your Promiſes, 
u will be dangerous to abuſe my Creduluy. 

He then called the Captain ct his Guards, who waited 
ia an outer Room ; and having given him Orders to con- 
dect Claudia to Paimeriar, that charming Maid in part» 
ing from him, told him, ſhe would xender him an exact 
Account the next Day of what ſhe” had done ; and in 
quiting the Chamber, turned her Eyes upon him with 
ſuch a Look as aſſured him the Paſſon ſhe had pre- 
tended was fincere. 

She then gave her Hand to the Captain of the Guards; 
who having led her to the Gate of the Priſon, told the 
Gaoler that it was the Governor's Pleaſure ſhe ſhould 
ſpeak to Palmeriu without Witneſſes, On which he 
and ſhutting it inſtantly upon her, left her at Liberty to 
cxecute what ſhe had deſigned 


The valiant Palmerius, who had not vouchſaſed to 
cal his Eyes on any Perſon who was admitted to come 
T 2 to 
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to him, continued in his accuſtomed fxed Poſture, with. 
cut any Emotion on hearing the Door open and ſhut ; 
but perceiving by the Light of a little twinkling Lamp 
that hung above his Head the Shade of ſomething 
coming towards him, he turned his Head a little to- 
ward the Object ; and Claudia, lifting up hey Veil, and 
diſcovering thoſe Charms which alone made him love 
Life, and fear Death, be imagined himſelf in a Dream, 
or that his Thouzhts, always intent on that Idea, had 
formed ſome Phantome to deceive his Sight. He was be- 
ginning to teſtiſy the utmoſt Surprize, when this illutrious 
Maid, approaching him, put her Hand en his Mouth, 
to impoſe Silence on him: My dear Pa/merius, ſaid ſhe, 
in a low Voice, let us loſe no Time: I have deceived 
the T'yrant : His unworthy Paſſon, beguiled by my 
falſe Promiſes, has given me the Means to take you 
Hence: — Therefore put on my Robe and Veil, ard 
quitting this horrid Place, repair inſtantly to my Palace, 
where you will ſnd Tena and his brave Friends : — 
It is all that Time permits me to tell you ; but there arc 
glorious Things in Agyatiuon, wh.ch want only your 
Preſence to hruig to Perfettion. Palmerius was full of 
the extremeſt Admiration 3 but not without too much a 
Xlixture of Fear for tui incomparable Xlaid, to be able 
to conſent to an Lxpedient ſo dangerous for her. 

But the couragious Claudia commanded him with 
ſuch an Air of Authority to do what ſhe deſired, and 


made him ſo well comprehend the Conſequence of her 


Enterprize, that this illuſtrious Lover was convinced he 
could not better ſerve her, than to leave her in this Place. 


- But to bring him to this Point ſhe was obliged to make 
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uſe of all her Eloquence, and even to relate ſome Pare 
of what her Modeſty had ſuffered in the Deception ſhe 
put upon Ratella : Go then, my dear Palmeriay, (aid 
ſhe, after having made him put on ber upper Garments, 
go, and revenge your ſelf of this deteſted Rival, and 
fave your Claudia from the Horror of ſeeing him again. 

The young Hero at theſe Word felt all his wonted 
Fires rekindle in his Soul ; and having embraced her 
Knees, and fworn to periſh, or deliver his Country 
from this dreadful Slavery, he tarned from her, and 
having knocked ſoftly at the Door, which was imme- 
diately opened, he plucked rhe Veil over his Face, and 
walking neither too faſt nor too ſlow, nor teſtifying any 
Emotion, joined the Captain of the Guards, who waited - 
at the outward Gate, and giving him his Hand, was 
conducted by him to the Palace of Claudia ; and then, 
having been inſtructed by that generous Lady what to 
do, he put his Mouth to his Ear, and faid to him in a 
ſeigned Voice, Tell the Governor that all goes well, 
und that I will ſee him Te-morrow. ' 

This Man, who knew not Clazdia, was eaſily de- 
ceived by Appearances ; and - having taken Leave of + 
the pretended Lady, returned to the Governor : While 
Palmerias, impatient to throw off- a Habit fo little 
agreeable to his Humour or Deſigns, entered haſtily 
io the Appartment of Claudia, 

As all the Heads of the Conſpirators were there by 
the Appointment of that charming Maid, they attended 
her Coming: But when they ſaw Palmeriz;, whom 
they took for her, Ah, Madam ! cried Tirenus, ſhall 
we this Night have our illuſtrious Friend? Yes, brave 
T 3 Tirenas, 
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Treu, replied he, throwing off the Robe and Veil, 
Palmerius comes to have his Share in your Dangery 
and in your Glory: — But let us not delay our Enter 
Prize one Moment; the incomparable Claudia remains 
in my Place; let us protect her from the Fury of a 
a Barbarian, deliver Marius, revenge our Country, 
and ſend the baſe Rutella to Perdition. | 

Never was Joy or Aſtoniſhment equal to that which 
the unexpected Preſence of Pa/merius inſpired ] ſure of 
Victory, fince he was at Liberty. And when that they 
had given to this dear Friend all that Tenderneſs and 
Satis action exacted from them, they made him arm 
himſelf; and as ſoon as he was in a Condition to make 
his Enemies tremble, they conducted him through the 
moſt obſcure Streets they could to the Place where all 
the Conſpirators were aſſembled. 

There needed no leſs than the Preſence of this Hero 
to render them back that Courage the News of his 
Impriſonment had deprived them of ; but they regain- 
ed it on ſeeing him in ſuch Sort, that he found himſelf 
obliged to make uſe of all his Authority to hinder them 
from teſtifying it in Acclamations and Shouts of Joy : 
The Night was not yet far enough advanced to go on 
their Delign, and Pa/merius: employed that Time in 
giving all neceſſary Orders, that nothing might be want 
ing for the Succeſs. | 

The wiſhed-for Moment was no ſocner arrived than 


Tirenus, with his Party, all well armed and reſolute, 


went to put Fire to that Quarter of the City which was 
before agreed upon. It was now two Hours paſt Mid- 
pight ; and they ſucceeded fo well, that in an Hour the 

| Flames 
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plames burſt out in many Places at once. — Then the 


Alarm being given, they cried, they ran, the Garriſon. 
came to their Aſſiſtance, the People gathered together, 
and Tirenus and his Men taking the Advantage of that 
Confuſion, broke open the Priſon where Marias was 
detained, killed the Goaler and all thoſe who oppoſed 
their Paſſage ; and having delivered the Brother of. 
Claudia, and given him Arms, put all to the Sword 
who refiſted them, crying out aloud, To Arms, to Arms, 
for Liberty, for Liberty, and carrying Terrer even to 
the Palace of the Governor. | 
While every Thing proſpered ſo well on that Side, 
Palmcrius at the Head of another Party ſeized on one of 
the Gates of the City ; where the Guard being weaken» 
ed by the Abſence of thoſe who ran to the Fire, could 
make but a fmall Reſiſtance, and depending on the Wi 
dom of his Lieutenant, ordered the Signal to be given. 
This prudent Officer, who, as I have already faid, 
had drawn down all his Troops in Hope of ſome good 
Event, and who was apprized of what was doing by 
the Flames, had already began the falſe Attack when 
he perceived the Signal; and then ſent Orders to con- 
tinue it, the more to amuſe the Enemy, and the ſame 
Moment marching with the Body of his Army to the 
Side where Palmerius waited him. This Warfior, 
who in the Midi of his Rage had a Tenderneſs for 
thoſe of the City, made his "Troops enter in a mar- 
vellous Order ; and being known by them, put him- 
ſelf at their Head, and marched to the Aſſiſtance of 


Marias and Tirems, who the Guards of Rutella re- 


pulſed vigorouſly. The other Confpirators, whoſe 
| Buſineſs 
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Buſineſs it was to make the People riſe, had not lef 
Succeſs ; for reſounding the Name of Palmeriz,, the 
Young, the Old, the Great, the Small, all took up 


Arms, and killed end matiacred all the Lonkerd they 
could find in their Way. 


this Tumult, in ſpite of his Fever, and all the Pains 
with which he was tormented, made himſelf be im- 


thouſand Voices, crying, Long live the Emperor, and 
kill Nutella, he delayed not to put himſelf at the Head 
of his Guards, who bravely defended the Entrance of 
his Palace againſt the Conſpirators : But Palmeriu: ar- 
riving the fame Moment, the Face of Battle was pre- 
ſently changed: Nothing could reſiſt the Force of his 
Arm ; he killed, wounded, or threw down all that 
preſented themſelves before him. But it would be im- 
poſſible to repreſent the Fury of Nutella He was in 
the Midft of his Lombard, like a roaring Lion, darting 
Fire from his Eyes, and Imprecations from his Mouth 


His Voice, however, which he made reſound through + 


all Parts, was underſtood only by his Enemies, his own 
People all in Diſorder, . regarded 
not his Words. 
Palmerius, whom the Situation of Claudia held in 
a juſt Fear, perſwaded that her Safety depended on the 
Death of this Barbarian ; and that he need no more 
than to force an Entrance to his Palace to give it him, 
made prodigious Efforts to join him, and came near 
juſt as his Arm was extended over the Head of Marius, 
who by ſome Accident had loſt his Sword; Retelia ! 


cried 


Rutel/a, however, being .2waked at the Beginning of- 


mediately armed, and fſurprized at the Sound of a 
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cried he, throwing himſelf before that dear Friend, it 
on me, it is on Palmerius thy Rival thou oughteſt 
„ wreak thy Hatred, not on the Brother of thy 
tres: — Come on, and puniſh in me the Deſigns 
my Accomplices. With theſe Words, flying on the 
haughty Lombard, he compelled him to turn his Arms 
againſt him alone: Rate/la, fierce and valiant, defend- 
*d himſelf boldly for a Time ; but who could refiſt 
the invincible Lover of Claudia ! He made him re- 
tir” ; he preſſed upon him ; he cloſed with him ; and 
n ming his Sword, plunged a good Part of it in the 
Heart of this Barbarian, and made him loſe his Life 
with his Blood. 

The Garriſon having ſeen the Imperial Troops diſ- 
perſed about the City, abandoned the Gates and Ram- 
parts to come to the Aſſiſtance of the Governor z but 
before they could arrive, the Con ſpirators, having joined 
themſelves with the Army of the Populace, had made 
moſt horrible Slaughter ; and the Death of the Tyrant 
compleated their Victory. He no ſooner fell than they 
all cried out with one Voice, Liberty, and Long lrue the 
Emperor ; which was immediately echo'd by the 
troops from the other Quarter, who returned ſucceſsful 
over a Party of Rutella's Guards, that were planted about 
the Storehouſe for Ammunition. 

It was now that all yielded to the generous Efforts 
of Palmerius and his Friends : The Garriſon was cut 
in Pieces, and there was not any of the Party of Rutella, 
whether Kinſmen, Friends, Domeſticks, Women, or 
Children, which thoſe of Ravenna did not ſacrifice to 
their Reveuge. 


Palmer ius 
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Palmeriar, however, left fome Part of his Troops 
with his Friends, to prevent any new Diſturbance, and 
ran with the chers to the Priſon, where the generous 
Clandia remained in his Place He found all the Guard 
dead, or dying, and the Gates encompaſſed with Men, 
Women, and Children, all equally armed for the De- 
fence of his illuſtrious Miſtreſs ; who all fercne in the 
Midſt of theſe faithful Protector, would not come out 


of this Place till ſhe ſaw either her Brother or Palmeriu:,. 


fearing to expoſe herfelf to greater Dangers than thoſe 
of the Priſon. The viftorious Pa/merius being mace 
known to the People, acquainted them with the Reduc- 
tion of the City, and the Death of Nutella. On which 


they all threw their Caps into the Air, in token of Glad- 


for him to paſs to the Place where the virtuous Clas 
was, invoking all the Powers of Heaven for his Pre- 


——— —„— 
informed her of his Victory, ſhe advanced towards kim 


Lord, ſaid ſhe, pointing to the People who had guarded - 


her, what Effet your Name produces in the Hearts of 


all: Theſe brave Citizens of R came hither to 


give Liberty to thoſe unhappy Perſans who languiſhed 
under the Weight of Rate/la's Fetters ; and being en- 
tered the Room where you had left me, furprized to 
find me a Priſoner, would fain have taken me hence, 


and. 


ne, and ranging themſelves on each Side, made a Lane 


+ =« 


the Courage of the few remaining of the Gar- 
rifon, that there waz no more to do, than to confine 
thoſe in Priſon whom the Sword had ſpared, to ren- 
der the Conqueſt entire ; and the Day but juſt began 

to 
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to dawn when Palmeris: and 1 
themſelves without Enemies. | 

Marius and P rm 
to combat, came in Search of this young Hero ; and 
being met, received from him all the Praiſes that their 
Zeal and Valour merited : Then Pa/meris: having 
poſted his Troops in all the Places where thoſe of 
Rutel/la had been, gave ſuch good Orders, and his Of. 
ficers fo punctually executed them, that in a few Hours 
the City appeared in as much Tranquility as if there 
had been no Diſturbance, nor the People of Ravenna 
ever infeſted with the lordly Sovereignty of the cruel 
Lombards. 

The valiant Palmerius, whoſe Love rendered him 
not forgetful of what he owed his Emperor, had no 
ſooner ſet every Thing in order, than he diſpatched 
Courriers to inform him of the aſtoniſhing Reduction 
of Ravenna, and the Death of Rute//a ; gave him 
alſo a faithful Account with what prodigious Courage, 
Zeal, and Loyalty, Marius, Tirenus, their Friends, and 
the whole Body of Citizens, had bore their ſeveral Parts 
in this great Enterprize ; and when he had fulfilled all the 
Duties of a brave General, and a faithful SubjeR, laid 
all his Lawrels and his Honours at the Feet of the in- 
comparable Claudia, who received him in Triumph in 
her Palace with her Brother and his Friends. It was 
now that theſe tender Lovers found the Recompence of 
all their Pains, Fatigues, and Fears, and made known 
that they had no leſs of the ſoft endearing Paſſion, than 
they had of Courage and Intrepidiyy. 


Many 
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Maay Days were paſt in celebrating this happy Event 
in a hundred different Ways ; the common People by 
Bonfires, Illuminations, and Songs of Joy ; and the 
Great by publick Thankfgivings to Heaven, and bleſ- 
ling that divine Hand which never fails to crown the 
Juſt with Victory, and give Death to the guilty. 

"The Emperor Juffinian had no ſooner received this 
welcome News, than he ſent one of his principal Officers 
to Ravenna, with Orders to recompence in a particular 
Manner all theſe brave Warriors. 
| He gave the Government of the City to Palucrim, 
with the additional Title of Defender of it ; to Afariu 
the Licutenancy ; and to all the others Employments 
proportioned to their Rank and Services ; and command- 
ed that the Marriage of Pa/merizs and Claudia ſhould 
be celebrated with the ſame Pomp as that of Sovereign 
Princes ; and that the Hero ſhould repreſent his ſacred 
Perſon, and Clasdia that of the Empreſs. 

The Citizens of Ravenna, who were impatient to teſ- 
tiſy their Gratitude to Palmerias, were charmed with 
a Command fo conformable to their Deſires, and obeyed 
with an Alacrity and Warmth yet more agreeable to 
the generous Receiver, than all the Honours paid him : 
Triumphant Arches were eretted ; — the Names of 
Palmerin: and Claudia engraved on Plates of Braſs, 
curiouſly diſpoſed, adorned the City-Gates : — A thou- 
ſand new Inventions Art produced in Memory of their 
great Actions ; and a kind of wild and extravagant De- 
light appeared in the Faces of every one, when theſe 
magnificent Pair paſſed in the State prepared for 
them to the holy Altar, to be united for ever, under the 

Ver. II. U auſpicious 
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auſpicious AſpeRts of Love and Mars, and crowned with 
the higheſt Glory could be paid to mortal Grratneß ; 
but yet a thouſand Times more happy in each other, 
than in all the glaring Pomp with which they were ſar- 
rounded, | 
But the Gratitude of the Emperor, nor the Love of 
the Citizen ſtopped not here To render theſe illuſtrious 
Names as laſting and admired by future Ages, as they 
were dear to the preſent, Statues were erected of them 
in the principal Place of Ravenna, and on the Pedeſtal 
an Abridgment engraved of all that was owing to their 
unequalled Conſtancy, Courage, and Heroick Love. 


THE 


T: 2-8 


8 HOUGH the City of Athens has been the 
-4 Theatre of the greateſt Actions, the School 
of Eloquence, and the Mother of the moſt 
illuſtrious Men ; yet could ſhe not, in the 


Height of all her Glory, remain unſubjected to the Laws 
of Love : Her Hero's were not exempt from human 
Frailties ; nor were her famous Portico's always devoted 
to the Leſſons of ſevere Philoſophy, as the Examples of 
Alcibiades, Pericles, and Socrates, (ufhciently demonſtrate. 
But this Paifien, however it may hurry weak or vicious 

U 2 Perſons 
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Perſons into irregular and blameable Actions, when © 
finds Entrance in a noble and truly magnanimous Nind, 
ſerves only to give a brighter Lufire to the Virtues it ac 
companies, and warms, and invigorates the duller 
Theory into Practice. 

What a Majeſty and Greatneſs of Soul may we not 
obſerve in the Anſwer of Alcibiader, after having been 
too much favoured by the Queen of Sparta ; and hear 
ing at his Return to Athens that this Princeſs had brought 
into the World the Fruit of her guilty Paſſion, and that 
the Ambaſſadors of i complained of the Aſſront he 
had received, I thought (aid he to them, with the ut 
moll Serenity) that you had come to thank me for 
having given you a Hero of my Race. 

It is by ſuch Turns as theſe that illuſlrious Men know 
how to make their very Failings contribute to the Re- 
pacation of their fine Qualities ; nor could a leſs Loud 
and reiclute Reply, than that of Alribiader have been 
able to render Love triumphant over Hatred and Revenge, 
and convert the Day of Rage and Griet into one of Peace 
an] Cladnecis. 

Piſ lien, General of the frbenians, and a rigid Ob- 
ſerver of their Laws, had a Scn named Hippias, and a 
Daughter called EH: Hippias in Wildom, Valour, 
and Moderation, had no Superior, ard was equalled but 
by his Father; and the young Elipfia by her ſurprixing 
Beauty, and the Charms of her Mind, made the chict 
Ornament and Admiration of Athens, The happy 
Pififtratus looked on theſe two as the Supporters of his 
Glory and Authot i: 'y : Hippias had already attained the 
firſt Charges 'of the Republick, and he doubted not but 

the 


The Fortunate Audacity. 221 
the Perſeftions of Elgfia would acquire him an Al- 
liance that might enable him to bring about Deſigns 
he had formed for the Advantage of his Country, and 
his own Family in particular. 

But Love, diſdaining to be regulated by the Will of 
Parents, had already diſpoſed of the Heart of this young 
Charmer : The Prize was of too great a Value to be 
yielded to Policy of Ambition : The Deity was here 
tenacious of his Power, and reſolved that himſelf ſhould 
have the only Influence over the Actions of a Beauty, 
ſuch as Elipfa yet equally kind as abſolute, he made 
Choice, among the noble Youths of Athens, of him 
who was moſt worthy to captivate her Aﬀeftions. Thra- 
fimedes, 3 young Warrior, deſcended from an illuſtrious 
Houſe, and who, to the moſt amiable Perſon that Na- 
ture ever form'd, joined all the Qualifications neceſſary 
to compleat a Hero, was the Object that alone had 
Power to inſpire Eli with the tender Paſſion, 

The Conformity of their Merits, as well as Ages, ſeemed 
to render them decreed by Heaven for each other : She 
was the moſt lovely of the Athenian Virgins ; he the moſt 
accompliſhed of their Youth : She was juſt arrived at 
her eighteenth Year, and Thraſimedes at his Twenty- 
ſecond, when the great Friendſhip between him and 
Hippiar, both having now finiſh'd their Studies, brought 
him frequently to the Palace of Pi/iftratus. 

It is a Maxim- which will alway holds true, That in 
thoſe Countries where due Care is taken to cultivate the 
Minds of Women, they are the leaſt ſuſpicious of their 
Perſons : Elipfia from her Infancy was trained up in the 
frifteſt Principles of Virtue, and therefore was denied 

U 3 none 
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none of thoſe Liberties which were efteemed becoming 
her Age and Rank, among which was the Converſatio 
of the other Sex. Thus had the the full Opportunity 
of diſcoverinz, and admiring the ſhining Qualities of 
Thrafomedes ; and he of contemplating Beauties, which 
needed no more than to be known to render them 
adored ; and he muſt have been by many Degrees le 
diſcerning than he was, not to have looked upon her 
as the only Object worthy of poſſeſling his Heart 
Though, perhaps, had he foreknown the almoſt in- 
ſuperable Difficulties that attended the Paſſom he was 
inflamed with, he would have made greater Efforts than 
he did for the fuppreffing it. 

The Daughter of Pif/lratus, on the other hand, ſoon 
perceived the Eſſect of her Charms : The fecret Inclina- 
tion ſhe had for him, rendering her a more curious Ob- 
ſerver of all his Words and Actions, than otherwiſe ſhe 
would have been: She both found the was adored, and 
that ſhe found a Satisfaction in being ſo ; yet neither 
the one, nor the other, gave her any diſturbed Emotions, 
becauſe ſhe imagined him too worthy by his Blood and 
Virtue for Pifiiratus to make any Objeftions to ber 
Choice: Her Modefty, however, and Prudence would 
not ſuſſer her to make any Confident of the favourable 
Diſpoſitions ſhe had for him, till ſhe ſhould be fully 
aſſured ſhe was as much beloved by him as ſhe deſired 
to be. 

' But this was a Moment ſhe had not long to wait, 
Thrafimedes was too truly charmed not to be impatient 
for an Opportunity of declaring himſelf ; for though 
he doubted not of the Friendſhip of Hippias, nor the 

Eſteem 
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deem of Pi/fratas, his Paſſion was too fall of Reſpect 
to permit him to make them acquainted with his Senti- 
ments, till he had firſt received Permiſſion from the 
beautiful Inſpirer. As he was not of a Temper in- 
clinable to delay any Thing he deſired, it is poſſible 
he had no ſooner felt, than acknowledged his Flame : 
But the fair E/;pfia was ſo continually furrounded with 
Ladies, or in the Company of her Brother, whoſe 
Severity of Behaviour gave him a kind of Awe, that 
he could not for ſome Time find a fit Occaſion, and 
was obliged to content himſelf with giving her only 
ſuch Intelligence as the Eyes afforded. But, as [ 
have already ſaid, that was fo ſufficient as to leave little 
| for the Tongue to do, and fo well ſucceeded, as to 
gain Returns anſwerable to the tender Queitions put to 
ber in this mute Converſation. The one, however, 
cager, and the other far from averſe to what they 
both thought a greater Confirmation, the Means at 
length preſented in as full a Manner as either could 
defare. | 

A great Number of the principal Ladies of Athens 
having agreed to go in a Body to the Port of Pirew, to 
give themſelves the Pleaſure of ſering and admiring 
the great Number of Gallies, with which it was full, 
Piſitratus, as General, made an Offer of regaling them 
there ; and all the young Nobility of Athens, who were 
every Day paying their Court to Piſramm, hearing of 
this Entertainment, defired Permiſiion to afit at it, 
moſt Magnificence. E/ipfpia, as Daughter to the General, 
ing at the of this faw T the cnamoured. 
being Head ö roop, 2 
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Thraſimedes omitted nothing which might render him 
as conſpicuous among his Party. 

The Friendſhip of Hippias was alſo of great Service 
to him ; for though entirely ignorant of his Paſſion for 
for his Sifter, being willing to diſtinguiſh him in a 
particular Manner, he ordered Things ſo as to oblige 
Pifftratus to give the Conduct of Elipfa to his Hand ; 
the other Ladies being alſo led by thoſe whom Chance 
or Inclination allotted for them. But I ſhall not take 
upon me to deſcribe what paſſed at this Entertainment, 
nothing particular happening at it, all gay and gallant 
as it was, except the Converſation between E/ipfia and 
Thraſimedes. This tender Lover taking Advantage of the 
happy Moment he had fo impatiently attended, as ſoon 
as the Company had ſatised their Curioſity in viſiting 
the principal Gallies, and had began to divide into little 
Companies, expatiating on the Beauties of what they had 
ſeen, he pretended to Elipia, that there was ſomething 
very particular in cne of the Galligs, which he had for- 
got to make her obſerve ; and having engaged her to 
return, they were followed by fo few People, that he 
had all the Opportunity neceſſary to accompliſh his De- 

ſign. The Daughter of Piſitratus eaſily gueſſed in what 
Manner ſhe was guing to be entertained ; but counter- 
feiting a perfect Innocence, ſuſſer d herſelf to be con- 
dutted where he deſucd. When Thrafemedes had ſheun 
her what was moſt remarkable in the Vellel, and tec il ed 
Thanks for the hittorical Accounts he had given her, 
he drew her by Degrees too far to be overheard by thoſe 
whom he defired ſhould not be Witneſſes of what he 
ſaid ; and then addreſſing himſelf to her in the molt 


The Fortunate Audacity. 225 


tender Manner, There is yet ſomething, Madam, faid 
he, of more Conſequence, that I could wiſh to inſtruct 
you in; but, charming Fa, the Fears that it will 
not be fo pleaſing to you as thoſe I have been ſpeaking 
of, hinders me from acqainting you with it. I thought, 
replied ſhe, that you had left me uninform'd of nothing 
in this Galley ; but if it contains flill greater Curioſities, 
and you have Patience and Leiſure to entertain me with 
the Sight and Explanation, I am very ready to be 
ovliged. 

What I have to tell you, Madam, reſumed he, has 
no Relation to the Galley, any farther than I have the 
Happineſs to be in it with you ; and is a Secret, which as 
yet is known to no Perſon in the World beſide myſelf. 
In fins, continued he, looking on her with Eyes ſparkling 
with other Fires than thoſe ſhe was accuſtomed to fee 
in them,) it is that I love and adore you ; that the ex- 
tremeſt he ſpect accompanies my Paſſion ; and that my 
arJent Defire is to live and die only for you. Here be 
ceaſed to ſpeak ; and though Flip had expected this 
Declaration, ſhe could not keep herſelf from bluſhing 
exceiiively ; and caſting her Eyes modeſtly on the Ground, 
I could not have believed, anſwered ſhe, that any Thing 
could have equalled the Learning and fine Underſtanding 
of Thrafimedes, if I had not received this Proof of his Pre- 
ſumption ; but fince I have expoſed myſelf to it, I have 
no Pretence to puniſh it. With theſe Words ſhe joined 
the Company, and deprived him of the Means cf enter- 


| taining her in particular the remaining Part of the Day : 


But their Eyes frequently met each other ; and thoſe of 
Fligia had ſo much Sweetnefs in them, that Thrafimedes 
had 


226 The Fortunate Audacity. 


had no Reaſon to fear his Temerity had really diſpleaſed 
her, | 
From this Moment he made uſe of all that preſented 
themſelves, to convince her of the Violence cf his Paſhon; 
and by Degrees ſo accuſtomed her to hear him talk of 
his Love, that in the End ſhe confeſſed her own ; and 
that ſhe wiſhed no greater Happineſs than to avow it 
before all the World. It would be needleſs to repeat 
the Extaſy he expreſſed on this Occaſion ; and I ſhall 
only ſay that this ſweet Intelligence ſo united their 
Souls, that it ſ:emed as though they were but one 
aQting in different Frames. 

But if the Certainty of bring beloved, rendered 
Thrafimedes: more happy, it alſo heightened his Im- 
patience for the Completion of his Felicity ; and flat- 
tering himſelf that Hippias was too much his Friend to 
oppoſe it, having obtained Permiſſiicn from E/ipfir to 
diſcover to him their reciprecal Aſſection, he delired him 
one Day to accompany him under the Portico, at an 
Hour when he knew the Philoſophers would be gone 
out of it, to the End he might entertain him with 
more Liberty. When they arrived there, Hifgpias be- 
lieving they were too late, ſaid with a Smile, My dear 
Thrafimedes, if you have brought me here to liſten to 
ſome fine Diſcourſe, or learned Diſpute, as I ſuppoſe 
you did, yourſelf muſt be the Author ; for thoſe from 
whom we might have expetted that Pleaſure, have left 
you a clear Stage. I have, indeed, a Diſcourſe to make 
you, worthy of your Attention, replied the other ſe- 
riouſly ; and I made Choice of this Time and Place, 
that I might be heard by no other Perſca : As for the 


Diſpute, 
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Diſpute, it muſt be you that muſt begin it ; for I ſhall 
harbour no Sentiments contrary to yours, if you do not 
oppoſe thoſe I am going to declare. Hina, who com- 
prehended by the Air in which he ſpoke, that he had 
ſomething of Importance in his Mind, prayed him to 
explain himſelf, and aſſured him that it would always be 
his greateſt Pleaſure to conform to his Intentions, | 

Such a Promiſe, reſumed Thrafimedes, is capable of 
calming all the Troubles of my Soul: But, my dest 
Hippias, continued he, you mult keep it, and make me 
the happieſt of Mankind by prevailing on Piffratss ; 
for in your Power I know it is, to grant me the beauti- 
ful Eligfa — Her Charms have triumphed over my 
Liberty; — all my Peace of Mind, and my Lite itſelf, 
is attach'd to her Poſſethon ; — and it is on your Friend- 
ſhip alone I depend for the Preſervation of both. — 
Your charming Siſter has liſtened to my Vows, allows 
my Paſſicn, and waits but the Conſent of Piſiftratus, 
and your Approbation to declare in my Favour : — But, 
purſued he, after a little Pauſe, and perceiving the other 
replied not, you are filent ; — your Countenance is 
altered ; and you already repent of the Promiſe you 
have made me 

No, Thrafimedes, ſaid he, coldly ; but I confeſs myſelf 
_ ſurprized that you ſhould love my S iſter, that ſhe ſhould 
be inform'd of it, have encourag'd it, and I not made 
a Partner in the Secret. I thought I merited that Mark 
6f Confidence from both; and that I might have been 
able to have given you ſome uſeful Advice, in an Enter- 
prize which I foreſee will be attended with the greateſt 
Difficulties, my Father having very different Views in 
the Eſtabliſhment of Elipfa : He has communicated 
them 
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them to me ; 1 have approved them, and cannot deſ te 
him to make any Change in them without expoling my 
ſelf to his Indignation. Notwithſtanding all this, 
Thrafimedes, I will ſerve you to the utmoit of my Power ; 
you may be aſſured that I will, but cannot be anſwerable 
for the Event. 

This Diſcourſe, pronounced in the moſt grave and feri. 
ous Tone, made Thrafimedes preſently believe that the 
Friendſhip of Hippias was leſs extenſive than he had hoped; 
and ſtruck him ſo much to the Heart, that if it had not 
been for the Exceſs of his Love to the Siſter, the Brother 
had felt that of his Reſentment : But his Reſpect for EA. 
ia over ſwayed all other Conſiderations ; and anſwering 
Hippias with the ſame Coldneſs he had ſpoke to him, 1 
know, ſaid he, that there is no Fortune to which the 
Daughter of Piffratus may not pretend; and alſo that 
among Mankind there is none worthy of poſſeſſing her : 
But fince the Choice muſt fall upon one, I flatter myſelf 
that there is none whoſe Birth and Love merits more the 


Preference. 


Hippias replyed without being moved, That Pif/ratu 
would readily own the Truth of what he ſaid ; and that he 
would look on the Offer of an Alliance with him as an 
Honour ; but that was not ſufficient to make him approve 
it 


As Thrafimedes was naturally violent, and his Converſa- 
tion began to be too ſerious, he thought it prudent to break, 
in aſſuring Hippias that whatever was his Fate, he ſhould 
never ceaſe to conſider him as the Brother of Eligfha and 
ſo quitted him with a Heart full of the moſt cruel Inquic- 
tudes. | 


Hippias 
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Hippiai made no Efforts to detaio him : He was piqued 
at the Myſtery Zl had made of her Love ; and that 
ſulting him ; and therefore reſolved to puniſh theta by 
ceming avers to their Inclinations, though be deſigned no- 
ching more than to labour all he could for promoting them. 
This young Greek was poſſeſt of a thouſand good Qualities, 
and knew Merit to well to be ignorant of that of N 
medes; e truly loved him, and was charmed w hisSoul at 
the Thoughts of an Alliance with him ; and though he 
knew that Prata deſigned Elrgfia to whoever ſhould ap- 
pear moſt capable of aggrandzzing the Republick, H 
mede; ſeemed to him ſo worthy of gratifying that Hope, not 
only by his illuſtrious Birth, but his perſonal good Qualities, 
which made every one believe he would in a ſhort Time 
arrive to the higheſt Dignities in the State, that he hefita- 
ted not a Moment, if he ſhould communicate the Affair to 
his Father, and endeavour to gain his Conſent to their Fe. 
licity ; and in this Reſolution quitted the Portico, and 
returned Home. 

But while he was forming Defigns fo favourable to 
and imagining himſelf the moſt unhappy of Mankind, 
found an Opportunity of informing Zis of all that had 
paſt between him and Hippiar. This beautiful Maid was 
no leſs touched than her Lover, judging of the Sentiments 
of her Father by thoſe her Brother had expreſſed : But in 
ſpite of all her Tenderneſs for Thrafimedes, her Virtue 
made her ſubmit to the Obedience ſhe owed Pifitratxr, 
and preſs'd between theſe too differcut Emotions, r-mained 
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in a State highly worthy of Commiſeration Yer rouzing 
up all her Stock of Courage, Thrafimedes, faid ſhe, I will 
not go about to conceal from you how pleaſing to me 
were the Hopes of being yours : They made, indeed, the 
Happineſs of my Life ; and to be deprived of them is 
worſe than Death: However, I would not have you think I 
ſhall ſo far yield to the tender Inclinations I have for you, 
as to reſiſt the Will of a Father : — You are extreamly 
dear to me; but my Glory is ftill more ſo ; and whatever 
Pififtratus ſhall ordain for me, is an irrevocable Doom, 
which I muſt ſubmit to with no leſs Reſpect than Grief : — 
All that I can do for you, or for myſelf, is to ſupplicat: 
the Gods that his Decree may be agreeable to our M iſhes. 

The amorous Thrafimedes now thought himſelf by all 
abandoned: and imagining he found little leſs Coldneſs in 
his Miſtreſs, than he had done in his Friend, fell into the 
moſt extravagant Deſpair ; and being no longer Maſter of 
his Paſſions, threw himſelf at the Feet of Ig, conjuring 
her to remember there was a Duty beſides What was ow- 
ing from her to a Parent ; that ſhe was linked to him for 
ever by the Promiſes of Fidelity they had reciprocally 
made ; and repreſented to her, that the natural Impatience 
of his Temper joined to that of his Love, threatened him 
with Death before her Eyes, if the Authority of a Father 
ſhould prevail with her above Vows no leſs ſacred. 

The wiſe and beautiful E/ipfia trembling at the very 
Mention of ſo terrible a Cataſtrophe, employed all the 
Power ſhe had over him to calm his Tranſports ; and to 
make him think that both of them had given way to 
Grief, without knowing there was in Reality any Cauſe 

for 
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for it : She entreated him to wait with Patience for the 
Reſult of his Converſation with Hippias : You know not, 
ſaid ſhe, how ſudden a Turn Things may take: I am 
confident he loves both you and me; and as for Pi{ftratas, 
| know not where in Athens he could find a Son-in-Law 
more capable of anſwering his ExpeSations. Thus by 
her Wit and Softneſs did ſhe recal his ſcattered Reaſon, 
and bring him back to Temperance. Aſhamed of his 
rat Behaviour, and full of Admication to find ſo much 
Prudence in a Perſon of her Age, ke entreated her Pardon, 
a thouand and a thouſand Times over, for the Violencies 
he had been guiky of ia her Preſence. 

1 hoſe moving Exprefiions which his Love now furniſh. 
ed kim with, and the Graces which accompanied all 
his Action, made more Impreſũcn on the Heart of 

ligfa than all his Fury and Deſpair had done: And let- 
ting fall ſome Tears, Thrafimedes, ſaid ſhe, you arc ink- 
nitely more dear to me than you can conceive : Do juſlice 
to my Tenderneſs, and be aſſured that whatever ſhall hap. 
pen to us, I ſhall carry it with me to the Grave. Theſe 
Words entirely reſettled the ſo- late · diſturbed Soul of Thre- 
fimedes : He ſaid a Million of endearing Things to her on 
this Occaſion ; all which ſhe returned with equal Softneſs : 
And after a long Conver.ation they ſeparated, more en- 
chanted than ever with each other. | 

In the mean Time, Hippias, in purſuance of his Re- 
ſolution to ſerve his Friend to the utmoſt of his Power, 
was no ſooner at Home, than he asked if Pi/ftratus was 
alone ; and being told he was, went directly to his Apart- 


ment. Never did Paternal Aſſection riſe to a greater 
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Height than that of the General for this worthy Son : 
He treated him with a Familiarity more like that of a 
Friend than Farher ; made him the Confident of all his 
Deſigns, concealed not from him the moſt important Af- 
fairs of the Republick, and inſlructed him with the great. 
eſt Care in all the Myſteries of Government, in order that 
when he arrived to it, be might know how to blend the 
common Good with his particular Intereſt. As he had 
not ſeen him that Day he demanded what had engroſſed 
his Time? On which Hippias rendered him an exad 
Acccunt ; „ 
king with Thrafimedes. 

I very much approve the ks rocks ew 
Friends, ſaid Piffratus : Thrafimedes is young, but he is 
wiſe and virtuous ; and though he appears a little too raſh 
and fiery, and of a bold and enterpriaing Humour, yet [ 
dare believe that thoſe very Frailties, when corrected by 
Time and Experience, will become the higheſt Virtues : 
There is ſomething in his Manners, which gives me an 
infinite Pleaſure to obſerve the Unity between you : —Ah, 
my Son, continued he, if all our Youth were like Thrafi- 
rat, Athens would ſurpaſs all the Cities in the World in 
great Men. This Praiſe having made Hippias imagine 
he could not find a more fortunate Moment, would not 
let it ſlip: Thrafimedes is happy, my Lord, anſwered he, 
that his Virtues are not unknown to you, fince all he 
wiſhes to be poſſeſs d of depends on the Eſteem you have for 
him : As you confeſs his Merit, you will not be ſurpriſed 
that he aſpires to be united to you by an indiſſoluble Tie, 
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my Lord, with the moſt ſublime and tender Paſſion ; the 
Subject of our Converſation was to charge me with the 
Commiſſion of declaring it to you And I flatter myſelf 
you will not be offended that I preſume to intercede in an 
Affair which cannot but be honourable for you, and hap- 

py for my Siſter. | | 
Pififtratur liſtened attentively all the Time his Son was 
ſpeaking, without diſcovering by his Looks or Geſtures 
whether he was diſpleaſed or ſatis fyed with this Propoſals ; 
and perceiving he had done, I eſteem Thrafimedes, faid he, 
with the ſame unmoved Air ; I approve of him for your 
Friend ; but have no Deſign to make him my Son-in- 
Law ; and you will do me a Pleaſure to oblige him to 
think no more of it; he is yet too young to enter into 
ſuch Engagements. Nor he, nor you, ought to have any 
other Cares at preſent, than to merit the Love of the Re- 
publick ; to make Glory the firſt Aim of your Souls; 
and be wedded to an immortal Name before you are to a 
Miſtreſs. As for F, I ſhall never give her but to a 
Man, capable by his Age, Experience, and important 
Services, to fill the Generals Office. I know that Tf 
meder, young as he is, may one Day arrive to that Ho- 
nour ; but as he as yet has done nothing te ward it, and 
we can judge only by the Hopes his good Qualities af- 
ford, it i: his Duty and his Intereſt to be wholly taken up 
with the Endeavours to fulfil thoſe Hopes. | 
The Mlanner in which Pi{fratus delivered this Dif. 
courſe, made Hipia: know that it proceeded from his 
Soul ; and that there was little Hope of making any 
Change in his Sentiments. However, that he might have 
X 3 nothing 
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nothing wherewith to reproach himſelf, he alledged 
the Arguments which ſeemed likely — hes 
defired Point: He made uſe of all his Elogence on expa- 
Uating on the Virtues of Thrafimexer, and concluded with 
122 that it might be dangerous to provoke a 

who was allied to all the illuſtrious Houſes in Athens, 
and from whoſe Reſentment there was to fear. 

Piffiratus heard all this with the ſame Serenity he had 
done the Propoſal ; and without any Interruption ſaflered 
| kim to go on with his Remonſtrances ; till having ended 
them, Hippias, ſaid he, I have told you my Intentions ; J 
would have you communicate them to Tra, and 
ſpeak to me no more concerning this Buſineſs. 

With theſe Words he quitted the Room, and gave the 
other no Opportunity to renew his Suit, if he would have 
preſumed to do it. But Piſſtratus was a Man who never 
gave his Anſwer to any Thing till he had firſt deliberated ; 
and then reſolved ; after which he was not to be moved. 
Hippias was extreamly troubled that he was obliged to 
carry the two Lovers I idings fo little agreeable. But they 
ſoon received a ſad Surcharge of their Affliction : Pair 
tus the next Day after that Converſation with his Son, 
conducted Eligfha into the Temple of Minerva Where, 
without letting her know any Thing of what had paſt, nor 
TOO ou pe et os IE 

ſhould remain there, till ke ſhould j it proper 
her to return to the World. as 4 

The charming -E/ipfa received this Command with 
the greateſt Reſpect; and far from deſiring to know the 
Reaſons of this Severity, ſubmitted to it with a Reſolution, 

which 
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which pexſwaded Piu, ſhe was either ignorant of the 
Sentiments of Thu A, or that they were indifferent to 
her. But this beautiful Maid was no ſooner left alone, 
and had Liberty to reflect, than ſhe abandoned herſelf ts 
Tears, and to Complaininge. She doubted not but this 
Confinement was owing to what paſſed between Hippiasr 
and 7hrafimede: ; ſhe accuſed the former of Cruehty, and la- 
mented the Fate of the latter ; whom. to be ſeparated from, 
ſhe looked on as the utmoſt Rigour of her Fate. But 
after ſhe had given a long Courſe to various and diſturbed 
Emotions, they at laſt terminated in a Reſolution to enter 
herſelf among the Number of the Virgins conſecrated to- 
Minerva ; and rather never to go out of her Temple than 
to quit it for any other Man than Thrafimedr: ; and ha- 
ving once formed this Project, ſhe took a kind of melan- 
cholly Pleaſure in giving him this Proof of her Fidelity. 

While ſhe was confirming herſelf in this Deſign, her 
Retirement was the Talk of all Athens : Some very much 
blamed Piffratus, and others praiſed this Conduct in him, 
according to their Inclinations, or Notions of Things : 
But Hippia: and Thrafimede: were in a Surpriſe at it beyond 
what is poſſible to deſcribe : That unfortunate Lover ima- 
gining that Hippias had made no other uſe of the Conk- 
dence he put in him, than to do him a Diſſervice with 
Pifftratus, fell into ſuch Extreams of Rage, that he ſtood 
in need of all the Paſſion he had for Elipfia to prevent 
being fatal to that, as he ſuppoſed, unjuſt Friend : — But 
when he conſidered that in attacking the Brother as an 
Enemy, he ſhould loſe, beyond all Poſſibility of Recovery, 
the Siſter, * 
Reſentments. 
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The Exceſs of his Paſſion, however, and that of his 
Deſpair giving him no Relaxation, he went in Search of 
Hippias, in order to diſcourſe with him, and endeavour if 
poſſible to gain an Explanation of this ſudden and myſteri- 
ous Turn, that he might take Meaſures accordingly. 

The Son of Piſidratus, who was under little leſs Agi. 
tations of Mind, was as impatient to ſee him ; and not 
doubting but he ſuffered in hisOpinion by the lateBehaviour 
he had ſhewn to him, could not be eaſy till he had clear. 
ed himſelf, by informing that unhappy Lover what he had 
ſaid to Piſiratus, and the ill Succeſs of his Negotiation. 

This mutual Intention was fo ſucceſsful, that they no 
ſooner ſought, than met each other. Hippias willing to 


avoid the Reproachcs he in Appearance merited, was 
the firſt that ſpoke : Thraſimedes, ſaid he, with an Air 


and Tone very different from that with which he had 
aſſumed at their laſt Converſation, impute not to me 
any Part of the Misfortune fallen upon you : I have 
done all that the ſincereſt Friendſhip exacted from me ; 
and I call all the Gods to witneſs, that it was without 
conſulting me Piſſlratus removed Elipfia. In ſpeaking 
theſe Words he embraced him in the tendereſt Manner; 
and then, without giving him Time to reply, I confeſs, 
purſued he, that I was a little jealous left Love had 
made you forgetful of what was due to the Friendſhip 
between us, by your concealing from me a Correſpon- 
dence with my Siſter ; and therefore received not your 
late Declaration as I ſhould have done, had it been ſooner 
made ; but thoſe were no more than the Emotions of a 
Moment, and from that Time thought of nothing but 

| | tow 


ceaſe to juſtify yourſelf ; the leſs you are guilty, the 
more I find myſelf unhappy : For had 1 ſuſtained this 
Shock merely through your Reſentment, I might have 
had Hope to ſoften Piſifratus : But I am now incapable 
of any Conſolation ; my Miſery is certain, fince having 
your Intereſt, all the Power you have over a Father 
that loves you is too weak to afford me any Afſiſtance, 
all Hope is in vain. 

I loſe Elipfia ; and I loſe her by the Order of the on- 
ly Man from who I could obtain her. — What have 
I done, ye Gods ! continued he, in a Tranſport of 
Rage, what has the wretched Dram done, that 
neither the Conſideration of the illuftrious Houſe from 
whence he nor the Hopes that hitherto adorn'd 
his Youth, could ſhield him from a Refuſal ſo diſhonour- 
able to him ? A Refuſal, which at once covers him with 
Shame, and makes him die with Grief. 

Hippias perceiving his Deſpair was at a Point which 
rendered him little able to liſten te Remonſtrances, ſuch 
kind of Paſſions always augmenting in Proportion to 
the Oppoſition they find, endeavoured not to perſwade 
him that he was leſs unhappy, or Piftrates leſs unjuſt, 
than he himſelf at that Time imagined ; but ſeemed to 
think as he did ; accuſed Piffratus of Cruelty and 
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the other was really poſſeſs'd of ; and by this artful 
Conduct brought him to a Moderation, which none, 
Who had ſeen him ſome Moments before, would have 
ſuppoſed could have been reduced without the utmoſt 
Difficulty. In fine, his Stratagem fo well ſucceeded, 
that Thraſimedes was at laſt brought to that Temper he 
wiſhed to ſee him in; which as ſoon as he perceived, he 
then thought it a fit Time to offer his Advice ; which 
was to endeavour to gain Phi/fratus by his Cares, his 
Complaiſance, and, above all, bis Moderation. He told 
told him that Pi/ftratus was far from bring averſe to 
an Alliance with him ; but that he diſapproved the too 
great Precipitation of his Temper ; and had given 
Hints, that he could wiſh he would endeavour to cor- 
rect that only Fault: And, my dear Thrafimedes, added 
he, I ſtill doubt not the Accompliſhment of your De 
Gres, if you will yield to be perſwaded on this Article, 

The amorous Thrafimedes now ſceing there was no 
other Remedy, was content to yield to the Reaſons of 
his Friend : As Hope is the laſt Paſſion that forſakes 
Mankind, that of this unhappy. Lover now revived ; 
he reſolved to ſpeak to Phififtratus himſelf, and readily 
enough entertained ſome pleaſing Ideas from that Inter- 
view, which afterward he found fallacious. 

Hippias, however, encouraged himſelf in it ; and the 
ſame Day as Piſfratus was coming from the Areopagiter, 
they went together to meet him: He was encompaſſed 
by a great Number of People; but Hippias pretending 
ſome Buſineſs, ſeparated him from the Crowd, and by 
that Means gave Thrafimede; the Opportunity of exe- 
cuting his Deſign. He accoſted the General with an 

Air 
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Air full of Majeſty, but yet extremely reſpectſul ; and 
having paid his firſt Complements, Am I fo unhappy, 
my Lord, ſaid he, to have diſpleaſed yon by any of 
my A&tions ? and ought I to accuſe myſelf of being 
the Cauſe that you have deprived Athens of her chief 
Ornament, in ſhutting up the charming E/gfa in the 
Temple of Minerva ? 

Thrafimedes, replied Pifftratus, giving him his Hand, 
vour Intentions do Honour to my Daughter : I love, 
and I efteem you ; but you are yet both of you too young 
the one for the other. The Engagements into which 
you would enter demand more Reflexion : Some Years 
hence it will be Time enough to think of it : A Man 
ſuch as you are, owes himſelf entirely to the State ; Love 
is a Paſſion unworthy of him. It is Glory, Thrafimeder, 
that alone ought to guide every Action of your Life, 
and every Wiſh of your Soul. — I ſpeak to you in the 
Faſhion I do to my own Son, and have often given the 
ſame Leſſon to Hip : — Be always Friends to each 
other ; and believe that I ſhall do nothing for him that 
| ſhould not be as ready to do for you. 

The Kindneſs that appear'd in the Eyes of Piffiratus 
while he pronounced theſe Words, ſo much encouraged 
Thrafimedes, that believing he would be touched if he 
knew the true Situation of his Soul, he reſumed his 
Diſcourſe, and painted it with all the Fire it was ani- 
mated. But the General ſmiling to hear him, Thrafrmeder, 
| faid he, you fpeak in the ordinary Language of Perſons 
of your Age : I once thought as you do ; and you will 


think like me, when you come to be as I am: — But 
I would 
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I would have you abate a little of this Ardour, or con 
vert it entirely to the Purſuit of Glory ; and then you 
may depend on me for every Thing in my Power. — 
With theſe Words he turned away, and mingled with 
the Company, leaving Thrafimede; in a Condition it 
would be very difficult to deſcribe. Hippias would not 
abandon him ; and being retired with him, paſſed the 
whole Day, and ſome Part of the Night, in endeavouring 
to conſole him. But his Love was too great, and too 
violent to admit of any Comfort : And while this gene- 
rous Friend employed all his Eloquence to make him 
think he was not ſo unhappy as he imagined, he was 
caſting about in his Mind for Means to render himſelf 
leſs fo, than his Diſcourſe, all obliging as it was, could 
do. At laſt they ſeparated ; the one to abandon himſelf 
to his Grief ; the other to make yet one more Effort to 
alleviate, if poſſible, the Severity of Pi{fratu; There 
was nothing a beloved Son could urge in the Behalf of 
a tenderly dear Friend omitted by Hippias ; but every 
Thing he ſaid ſerved only to ſhew that the General was 
inflexible to any Suggeſtions, but thoſe he had within 
himſelf : He was not angry with Hippias ; but treated 
the Paſſion and Grief of Thrafimedes as the meer Sallies 
of a youthful Heat, and continued firm in his Reſolution 
of refuling Elipfia to him. Hippias now deſpairing of 
gaining him, demanded with a more than ordinary Vi- 
vacity, if he deſigned to devote his Siſter to the Service 
of Minerva ? and if he muſt hope no more to ſee her 
Pifftratus irritated beyond his natural Moderation at 

the preſumptuous Tone in which his Son pronounced 
theſe 
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theſe Words, anſwered with dome Warmth, That Eligfhe 


ſhould appear no more, but at the Sacrifice to Neptune. 


Hippias, leſs intimidated at his Father's Diſpleaſure, than 
charm'd with the Hope theſe few Words gave him, 
went directly to Thrafimedes : My dear Friend, faid he, 
you will ſee Elipfia in a ſhort Time: She is deſtined, as 
being the principal Virgin in Athens, to offer Sacrifice 
to the God of the Seas : Calm therefore your Inquie- 
tudes, and think how to render that Day as propitious 
to your Paſſien, as it ought to be to the Athenians, 

You know, continued he, that the General at the 
Time of the Sacrifice is obliged to grant the firſt Favour 
a:iked of him, be it of what Nature ſoever: I would 
have you, therefore, be watchful for the Moment, and 
make your Marriage with E/pſoa the firſt Demand re- 
quired of him. The amorous Throſimede;: was highly, 
charmed with this Stratagem ; and demonſtrated his 
Gratitude to Hippi for the Concern he expreſſed for his 
Intereſt, by a thouſand Careſſes ; but as he till feared” 
the artful Evaſions of Piſsfratus, he formed a bold Do- 
ſign of carrying away Eligſia in the Sight of all Athens, 
in caſe ſhe ſhould be refuſed him by her Father. But 
he communicated nething of his Thoughts on this Poing 
to his Friend, fearing he would not approve of it ; and 
was willing to avoid all Advice in an Aﬀair which he 
was reſolved to attempt, whatever Conſequences might 
enſue. 


The Execution of his Plot ſeemed eaſy to him, as h 
commanded a Galley ; and as this pompous Ceremony” 
was performed on the Sea, where all the Gallies were 
to be rang'd and arm'd as for a Fight, encompaſſing: 
the ſacred Galley where the Sacrifice was to be per-] 
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and Thrafinedes employed all that Time in making Pe 
parations to render his Project effettually : To give the 
leſs Occaſion for Suſpicion, he pretended to conſole 
himſelf for the Loſs of Elie by little and little, and, 
a laſt, to have entirely diflipated his Melancholy : He 
made his Court every Day to Pita, without men- 
tioning one Word of his Paſſion, and with an Air of 
Satisfaction, which perſwaded him he had forgot the 
beautiful Clip. Thrafimedes thought this Conduct ne- 
ceſſary on a double Score : Firſt, to hinder the General 
from having any Notion he would demand any Thing 
of him, and prevent him by granting ſome other before 
he could accoſt him. Secondly, that he might not 
penetrate into the Meaſures he was taking to bear off 
äs by Force, if by no other Means he could ob- 
In eſſect, Piſifratu: ſuffered himſelf to be deceived 
by the Behaviour of this young Greet ; and was far 
from imagining any Part of his Intentions ; ſo that he 
had all the Opportunity he could wiſh, for putting every 
Thing into the Condition proper for the Accompliſh- 
ment of his Enterprize. And now the great and ſolemn 
Day approached, and all the Commanders of the Gal- 
lies had Orders to be in Readineſs. The Captains were 
called Trierarchies ; and it being in theſe Commilſkons 
that the young Nobility of Athens begun to make appear 
their Capacities for the higheſt Dignities, it was eaſy 
for Thraſimedes to Arm and Man his Galley in a 
Manner to defend itſelf againſt any who ſhould oppoſe 
his Deſign, under the Pretence of an Ambition to excel 


all the others in Magmificence. Hippias, who faw the 


Zeal with which be laboured, and was kiaelf one of 
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thoſe Tricrarchics, was as much deceived in his Friend's - 
Sentiments, as his Father, and did every Thing neceſ- 
ary to fulfil his Duty, and equip his Galley with no 
leſs Pomp than that of Threſimede;, But this brave 
Athanian, no lefs faithful in Friendſhip than in Love, 
could not ſuffer the Brother of his Miſtreſs ſhould long 
remain in the Opinion of his Inconſtancy, and con- 
craled nothing from him but his Deſign of ſeizing the 
fair Sacrificer, diſcovering to him the firſt Motive of 
his Behaviour in that cool Manner before Piſofratu: ; 
and then made him fo well comprehend the Force of 
his Paſſion for Fljſfia, and the Firmneſs of his Reſolu- 
tion to die, if ke found it impoſſible to obtain her, that 
Hizpia: was moved to ſo great a Degree, that he promiſed 
to die with him, if Pi{/fratu; ſhould be wnjuſt enough to 
refuſe that Reward, which ſo pure and ardent a Paſſhon 
merited at his Hands. 

This Tenderneſs of Heart in Hifpias quite diſſolved 
that of Threſomede;, and reproached him with having 
concealed any Part of his Defign from ſo zealous and 
ſo aſſectionate a Friend: He was ſeveral Times about 
to lay open to him all he meant to do; but was as often 
prevented by the Reflexion, that though Hippias loved 
him enough to ſacrifice his Life for him, yet he might 
love his Honour {which he might think intereſted in this 
Affair) yet more ; he therefore compelled the Sug- 
geftions of his Friendſhip to yield to thoſe of his Paſſion, 
though with a Pain not to be conceived by a Soul equally 


But while his induſtrious Paſſion was acting in this 
Manner, the beautiful Object of his Care: was not with- 
out her Inquierudes : Overwhelmed with Grief at being 

1 deprived 
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deprived of the Sight of her dear Thrafimedes, the Fears 
of being forgotten by him tormented her yet worſe, 
and taking for Indifference the little Endeavours he 
ſeemed to make to give her any Aſſurances of his 
Paſſion, or preſerve the Continuance of that he had in- 
ſpired her with, ſhe repented every Moment of the 
Tenderneſs ſhe had for him: With what Eyes, ſaid ſhe, 
to one of the Women who attended her, can the un- 
grateful Man behcld me on the Day of the Sacrifice ? 
What Excuſes can he find to juſtify this cold Neglect — 
But, alas ! continued ſhe, how can I flatter myſelf with 
an Imagination that he will even be at the Pains of an 
Excuſe I —Ovght I not to judge of his Indificrence at my 
Preſence, by that he teſtifies at my Abſence ? — Ah ! if 
Neptune liltens to my Prayers, he will puniſh the In- 
grate : — He will make Lim fee, that Perfidiouſneſ(s 
and Inconſtancy are deteſt:ble both to Gods and Men. 
My dear Ami ſclea, added ſhe, how unhappy am I, to 
have loved hm? | 

This Confident, Amiſoclca, omitted nothing that ſhe 
thought might convince her ſhe was too haſty in con- 
demning the Fidelity of her Lover: What can he do? 
faid ſhe ; no Man is permitted any Acceſs to this 
Temple : By what Means can he either ſee you, or 
write to you ? I rather think he waits the Feaſt of 
Neptune to affure you of his Conſtancy, and to give you 
Teſtimonies of his Grief for your Abſence. By ſuch 
kind of Arguments did ſhe calm the Agitations of the 
tender Eliffia ; and it was in theſe kind of Entertain- 
ments they beguiled their Time, till the Arrival of that 
Day, ſo much defired, At laſt it came, and Threaſemedes 
having prepared every Thing, waited with Impatience 
for the Execution. This 
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s This pornpous Ceremony, which was publiſhed through 
all Greece, drew into Athens People of all Ranks and 
c Ages ; their Superſtition making them think they could 
; not, without a Crime, diſpence with being preſent at this 
; Act of Religion. The Day before that deſtined for the 
Sacrifice, and which was that in which Pifratu; was 
obliged to grant the firſt Requeſt made to him in the 
Name of Neprune, Thrafimedcs preſented himſelf before 
ö him : The General was in the Midi of the moſt illuſ- 
| trious Perſons in Aus,; but the young amorous Greet 
| ſuffered not himſelf to be daunted at that numerous and 
grave Aﬀembly, but ſaluting him with a Grace peculiar 
to im, I come, my Lord, ſaid he, in the Name of 
the great Ruler of the Seas, to ſnatch from the Arms f 
Death a Man who expect no Relief but from you. 
in fine, my Lord, in the Preſence of our illuſtrious 
Countrymen and Fellow-Citzzens, I demand of you the 
adorable Elia for my Wie. 

No Words would be ſufficient to expreſs the Aſtoniſſi- 
ment of Piſiftratu; at this Diſcourſe : He thought 
Thraſuwnedes had entirely vanquiſhed his Paſſion ; but if 
he had not, could not have imagined he would have 
preſumed to make uſe of this Stratagem, and in the 
Preſence of ſo many Witneſſes : But recovering himſelf 
immediately, I am ſorry, faid he, that you are prevented 
by another Perſcn ; but the Grant I un obliged to give 
this Morning, is already paſs'd in Favonr of a Criminal 
condemned to Death by our Laws. However, Thrafomedes, 
(continued he, forcing himſclf to put on 2 Simle,) your - 
Life is dear to us ; preſerve it, and think not there re- 
quires a Sacrifice to Neptune to obtain any Thing that 
would add a 
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by long Services and Diſcretion you ought to obtain it. 

Thraſumede: had too much Penetration not to ſee that 
the General diſguiſed his Refuſal under a falſe Excuſe ; 
and perhaps would not have been Maiter of his Reſent- 
ment, if his Reſolution of taking away Cl had not 
obliged him to conceal it : He therefore put on a falſe 
Countenance as well as P;{/ftratws ; and without ſeeming 
diſconcerted, I ſhall make uſe of my utmoſt Efforts, my 
Lord, ſaid he, to render myſelf worthy of your wiſe 
Admonitions ; and retiring that Moment, haſtily repaired 
where his Love and Duty called him. 

All who were preſent at this Converſation kept a 
profound Silence, wiſhing in their Hearts that the Requeſt 
of Thraſimedes might be granted ; but when they heard 
the Anſwer of Piſfratus, and ſaw the Lover depart, 
there aroſe a confuſed Noiſe among them, which made 
the General know his Proceeding was not approved : 
Hippias, who had excited this Murmur, took the Liber- 
ty of remarking to his Father the univerſal Diſcontent 
he had occaſion d. I his Remonſtrance made Piſiftratu 
bluſh with inward Wrath ; and treating Thai, and 
him as young Men, who knew not themſelves, lanched 
out ſome very bitter Reflexions on the Boldneſs of the 
former. His Words were afterwards reported with 
Additions to Thraſimede: by ſome who. ſtood near the 
General, and were the Friends of this unfortunate 
Lover, whoſe Deſpair made him now look upon as 
Aſſronts, what in another Situation of Mind he would 
have regarded only as the Sallies of Wit ; and in the 
Midſt of his Inquictudes he rejoiced within himſelf, that 
he had ordered Things ſo as to put it in his Power to 
gratify bath. his Love and Revenge by making himſelf 
Maſter of Elipfia. 
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While he was confirming himſelf in this Intention, the 
Night paſſed over ; and the Sun had no ſooner begun to 
enlighten the Hemiſpheres, than from the three Ports of 
Athens failed forth 3 hundred Gallies equiped as for a 
bloody Fight, and commanded by the General Piſftra- 
tus. This Fleet made all its Motions in the moſt profound 
Silence ; and being firſt ſpread on the main Sea, ranged it- 
felf in Form of a half Moon, leaving a vaſt Space in the 
middle of two Wings, in the which was the ſacred Galley 
where the Sacrifice was to be offered The beautiful 
Elia at that Inſtant came out of the Temple of Miner. 
va, habited like an Fmazon, and ſhining in all the Charms 
of Art and Nature, at the Head of a great Number of 
Prieſts and Veſtals, who were to aſſiſt at theſe ſolemn 
Rites : They marched in Proceſſion, ſinging Hymns to 
the Honour of Neptune, and followed by the moſt conſi- 
derable Ladies and Gentlemen of the Republick, who 
conducted her to the Port where the Shallop of the ſacred 
Galley attended to receive her, and the Veſtals and Prieſts 
who were of her Train. 

She was no ſooner entered, than a thouſand warlike 
Inſtruments ſounded from the Gallies, and were heard 
on all Sides. There could not be a Sight more mag- 
nificent than this ; ſo great a Fleet ranged in the Order 
I have deſcribed, every Galley ſhining with all the Or- 
naments the Wealth and Invention of the Commanders 
could beſtow on one Side, and on the other, an immenſe 
Croud of Noble Greek, all habited in ſuch a Manner, that 
the meaneſt ſeemed a King, and who by their Cries and 
joyful Exclamaticns, anſwered to the Sound of the Mu- 
ſick. 

The Shallop having reached the ſacred Galley, the 
Chief Pricſt received E, and the holy Train which 

accomfanie1 
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accompanied her. What gave this Show an Air of 
Majeſty difficult to deſcribe, was the ſurpriaing Luftre 
of this ſacred Galley, alone in the Midſt of the Waves, 
ſhining with Gold and precious Stones, @ thouſand gli- 
tering Pendants ſtreaming from every Part, and adorned 
with all that could be invented of rich and rare : Net 
only every Citizen of Athens, but every conſiderable 
Family throughout all Greece had contributed to its Mag- 
mificence by Preſents of an inconceivable Value. When 
Eligfia was embark'd, the Inſtruments of Muſick, and 
the Acclamations of the People redoubled, and continued 
till the Moment of the Sacrifice ; when the General 
having given a Signal, all ceaſed at once, and was ſuc 
ceeded by the moſt profound and awful Silence. 

Then a Purple Curtain being drawn, diſcovered a 
Altar on the Deck of the ſacred Galley, before 
which ſtood the beautiful ECM, with the High Prieſt 
on her Right-Hand, and the Priefts of Neptune, and the 
Prieſleſſes of Minerva on her Left. Every Thing feem- 
ing in a devout Attention, this charming Maid railing 
ber Voice as high as ſhe could, offered to the God of 
the Seas, by a ſhort Prayer, the Sacrifice and Vows of 
the Athenians ; who all in an humble Poſture, and with 
a low Voice, joined with her in the Invocation. Thus 
ended, the Victims, which were Animals both of the 
Earth and Sea, were brought before the Altar ; and 
Elipſia holding in one Hand a golden Cup full of Water, 
and in the other a bloody Knife, threw ſome Drops of 
Water upon them, and gave them ſome Strokes with 
the Knife, without wounding them, returned the Cup 


and Knife into the Hands of the High Prieſt, to whom 
alone it was permitted to ſacrifice them ; which he 
| did 
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tid the fame Inſtant ; and when he had conſulted their 
Entrails, having ſung a Hymn, teſtifying theſe Oblations 
were accepted by the God, all the People in a loud Voice 
anſwered to the Sound of the Inſtruments, which now 
again truck up, and ſeemed to rend the Skies. This 
Ceremony over, the General made a ſecond Signal ; on 
which all the Veſſels. moved, and drew up, as in a Line 
of Battle, on each Side; one Part to attack, and the 
other to defend the ſacred Galley, which in this holy 
Combat was to gain the Victory, as a Mark of the Pro- 
teftion with which it was honoured by Neptune. 

This was the Moment that the enamoured Throſumedes 
had provided for, and attended with ſo much Impatience : 
He had the Command of thoſe Gallies which were to 
attack the ſacred one, and Hippias of thoſe who were 
to defend it. As every one knew this Enterprize was 
but ſeigned, they were Spettators of it without Aﬀright ; 
but Thraſimede: and his Friends reſolving to render it 
ſerious, fell on their Adverſaries with a Fury which 
would have made Minds leſs prepoſleſs'd tremble : 
Notwithſtanding, as they were perſwaded it was all but 
Play, the Efforts of the Lover of EH ſerved only 
to make them admire his Dexterity and Valour, with- 
out giving them the leaſt Suſpicion of the Truth. P#- 
Sftratur himſelf was charmed with it ; and, in ſpite of 
the Diſadvantage Hippias ſeemed to have, could not 
hinder himſelf from doing Juſtice to Drafi eden. 

It is certain, indeed, that the Deſpair and Impatience of 
that paſſionate Lover made him do Things incredible ; In 
| ſpite of all the Reſiſtance Hippias and the Gallies undes 
his Command could make, he came up to the ſacred Gal- 
ley, grappled with it, boarded it with his Friends ; and 


having 
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having ſeized E ligfia, carried her into his own Ship ; the 
Sails wherof were immediately ſpread, and in a Moment, 
baving the Advantage of the Wind, ſeparated that Veſſel 
a good Diſtance from the others : I hoſe of the contrary 
Party, prepoſſeſſed that there was nothing of Reality in 
all this, oppoſing him only to ſhew what they were capable 
of doing, when any Occaſion for the Service cf their 
Country demanded their Courage or their Skill. 

Hippias, indeed, as being the neareſt to the ſacred Gal. 
ley, perceived the Removal of Fligſia; but ſuppoſing that 
Thrafimedes ated in this Manner only to have the Pleaſure 
of entertaining his Siſter a ſew Moments, and convinc ng 
her of the Sincerity and Conſtancy of his Flame, had too 
much Compaſſion for his Sufferings, to deprive him of that 
Conſolation ; and not imagining but he would bring her 
back to the ſacred Galley, followed him but lowly not to 
horten their Converſation. But P ſſiratus being informed 
of what had paſt, and ſecing the Galley of Thrafemedes cut 
the Waves with an extream Swiftneſs, preſently thought the 
was betrayed, and cried out, with a loud Voice, that they 
ſhould purſue the Raviſher. The Priefts and the Veſtals 
terrified at this Action, confirmed him in this Beha, by 
relating to him what Diſcourſe they had heard between 
Thraſumede: and Elipfpa, at his taking her out of the Galley; 
and Hippias, who was preſent at this Detail, then recollect- 
ing with what Ardour Thraſimede: had urged the Fight, 
and perceiving that the Galley inſtead of making towards 
the Port was now a conſiderabe Way in the main Ocean, 
began to be in the utmoſt Rage with himſclf for having 
made the weakRefiſtance he had done; and all the Friend- 
ſhip he had for Thraſemedes being now converted into Rage 
and Indignation, he put himſelf at the Head of his Gallies, 

| ing 
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commanding them to follow, and reſolute to die, or waſh 
off this Aﬀront in the Blood of the Raviſher. | 

While all Things were in Diſtractiom at this Incident, 
and the late Cries of Gladneſs now changed into thoſe of 
Clamour, Thrafemede: having given Orders to his Pilot to 
tear directiy to Swacuf, came into the Cabin where he 
had placed Elia, who believed, like her Brother, that her 
Lover had made uſe of this Stratagem for no other Reaſon 
than to have an Opportunity of ſpeaking to her of his 
Love without Witneſſes. He threw himſelf at her Feet, 
and with a Voice which trembled between Defire and the 
Fear of offending, At length, my moſt adorable Lg. 
ſaid he, I have obtained the Liberty of informing you of 
all I have ſuffered fince our cruel Separation : — Heaven 
only knows what Racks, what Torments, have been my 
conſtant Portion : — But Elipfia, my dear E lipfia, continu- 
ed he, with Tranſport, have you not forgot me ? has the 
paſſionate Thraſimeder been ſo happy as ſometimes to be 
preſent to your Memory ? 

How tender does Love render the Soul The young 
Elpfia, charmed to find her Lover faithful, and believing 
ſhe had but a Moment to remain with him, ſtood on no 
nice Decorums, but ſuffering herſelf to be wholly ſwayed 
by her Love and Softneſs, confeſſed ingeni to him 
all her Fears, and her Inquietudes, aſſured him of a Con- 
ſtancy equal to his own, and proteſted to him, by the God 
who had juſt accepted her Sacrifice, that ſhe was reſolved 
to devote herſelf eternally to the Service of Minerva, 
rather than become theWife of any other than Thraſimedes. 

The amorous Greet then taking the Advantage of this 
happy Moment, embraced her Knees, No, no, beautiful 
£lipfia, cried he, you ſhall have no need to run to ſuch 
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Extreams, to prove your Regard for the fortunate Tb 
md: — There are other Means to be found to change 
Pifftratus ; Only conſent to accept me for your Husband ; 
give me your Faith, and receive mine ; and let us leave 
the reſt to Love and Fate. Aſter the Reſolution I have 
taken, anſwered ſhe, tenderly, to preſerve myſelf for 
you, needs there any more to afſure you of my Faith ? 

Yes, my dear Elipfia, rejoined he, with Eyes ſparkling 
with Love andImpatience ; it is not enough that you will 
not be for another, you muſt give yourſelf to me, andrender 
all the Gods Witneſſes of our mutual Oaths. As for me, 
continued he, taking her Hand, I ſwear by June, Neptune, 
and Minerva, to bind myſeif for ever to you, and devote 
to you the whole Remainder of my Life. Well then, 
ſaid ſhe, bluſhing, be content; for I call the ſame Divini- 
ties to witneſs that I am as perſectly, and as fully yours, as 
you can be mine. But it is Time, continued ſhe, that we 
rejoin the Fleet: Your ſcigned Combat has hithento been 
ſucceſsful; let not any Suſpicion, by our remaining too long 
together, render it diſpleaſing to thoſe whom it is our mu- 
tual Intereſt to oblige. 

No, no, Madam, reſumed Thrafimedes, with an Air 
which manifeſted the Exceſs of his Joy, there is no longer 
any Thing to fear from Piſghratus ; it is to Syracu/e we go 
to be joined for ever by thoſe Rites which no Mortal dare 
to infringe. O Heaven] cryed ſhe, has Thrafimede: then 
deceived me ! has he taken me from my Father ! from 
my Country ! — Perfdious and preſumptious Man, is it 
thus thou goeſt about to prove the Sincerity and Purity 
of thy Paſlion. 

She was near ſwooning away, in concluding theſe 
Words ; but Thrafimede;, who expected no leſs from her 

fuſt 
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firſt Emotions was not terrified at it ; and throwing him-- 
ſelf a ſecond Time upon his Knees, E, faid he, 
you condemn me without hearing my Reaſons ; — You 
ſhould not have had this Occaſion of Complaint againſt 
me, if the inexorable Prata could have been prevailed - 
upon to liſlen to the Pleas of Love: — I have entreated, 
prayed, ſubmitted, but in vain ; and this was the only 
Method left me to purſue : — Let not then a chimerical 
Honour make you oppoſe our common Happineſs. My 
Reſpect equals my Love: You ſhall have no need to 
bluſh for having given me your Faith : Content with 
that ſacred Promiſe you have made me, I ſhall wait 
without Impatience, and without murmuring till P;&fre- | 
tus conſents to compleat my Felicity : — But conſider 
that after what I have done, to carry you back to Athens! 
would be at the Expence of my Life ; and if you love 
Thrafimede:, it would be a Spectable little agreeable to your 
Eyes to ſee him expire. No, anſwered ſhe, burſting into 
Tears, your Life is precious to me ; and by what I feel at 
even the bare Idea, I know I fhould die with the fame. 
fatal Blow that took you from the World. But order th. 
Shallop to be put to Sea: Let me alone go to my Father; 
let me alone be expoſed to his juſt Rage ; and do thou fly, 
to avoid it: Give me this Proof of thy Love, continued 
ſhe, in a more reſolute Tene than ordinary, unleſs thou 

wou'd'ſt have me recal the Vows my too-great Credulity 
has made me give thee. 

As the was ſpeaking in this Manner Tirafimeder per- 
ceived a great Number of Gallies advancing towards him, 
and cbliging her to look ont, Sce, Madam, faid he, what 
you deſire is now too late: We muſt fly, or die. Speak, 


then, continued he: Your Will ſhall be the fole Law of 
Vor. II. Z mg 
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my Actons, whatever Conſequence ſhall arrive from it. 
The Daughter of Pi{frars; equally frighted at the Dan 
ger of her Lover, and the Indignation of her Father, 
knew not what to reſolve, when immediately they heard 
the Cry of, To Arms, To Arms, reſounded from all 
Parts. This terrible Cry alarming all the Tendernef 
of Liga, Go, faid ſhe, run; do all that is neceſlary to 
preſerve thyſelf ; but reſpect Piffrars. 

The Time was now too precious to give Thrafimede: 
Leave to make any Reply : He ran immediately where his 
Preſence was neceſſary ; but as he was a conſiderable Way 
advanced, and had provided himſelf with excellent Mari- 
ners, he ſtill hoped to avoid the Combat, when the Wind 
which till now had befriended him ſuddenly changed fo 
much to the Advantage of the Purſuers, l. at redoubling 
their Speed they were preſently in a Condit.cn of encom- 
paſſing Taf. 

This young Warrior, without teſtifying the leaſt Aſto- 
niſhment, gave his Orders, and prepared for his Deſence, 
as a Man who was reſolved not to quit his Prize. He 
carefully examined the Gallies ; and ſeeing that of the 
General not among them, he thought he might Combat 
them without Danger of offending Bigſa, fince her Fa- 
ther was not there, not imagining that his dear Hippi. 
| had undertaken the Charge of following, and reducing 
him : But the Son of Piflratus, animated with the ex- 
tremeſt Fury, had ſwore to himſelf either to deſtroy 
Thrafimedes, or periſh in the Attempt ; and attack'd him 
with an Impetuofity which made the other ſtand in need 
of all his Forces. 
| Thrafimedes, on his Side, omitted nothing which might 
prove the Hero, and make all who oppoſed him tremble ; 

yet 
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yet behaved ſo as only to keep of his Enemies, his Men 
rowing all the Time with all their Might, and others 
managing the Sails ſo as to keep diſtant from their Ene- 
mies, and make their Way to Siracuſe ; yet was it cafy 
to remark by the Actions of their Commander, that it 
was Prudence, and not Fear, obliged him to maintain 
thas flying Flight. 

In ſpite of all his Endeavews, however, he was at 
laſt ſurrounded, and preſs'd on every Part. Having now 
no longer any Hope of gaining his deſired Port, and 
preferring Death to the Loſs of Elpfia, he now not ze- 
garded either his own Life, or that of his Countrymen ; 
and growing almoſt invincible by the Exceſs of his De- 
ſpair, he did ſuch fſurprizing Actions, that even thoſe 
with whom he fought could not help avowing, they never 
ſaw any Thing ſo worthy Admiration : The Galley he 
was in, and that of Hippias, attack'd each other with 
an equal Fury, and were cqually repulſed : The Combat 
was fierce and bloody, both Parties ſeeming reſolute 
either to die, or conquer: The Son of Piffiratur irritated 
by the Affront he thought put on his Father, and the 
whole Republick, by this Action, and Thrafimede: be- 
cauſe of the particular Oppoſition in his intended Flight, 
that this Galley, above all others, had given him. The 
Manner in which they ſeemed to be intereſted ſo ſtrongly, 
engaged the Attention of thoſe in the other Gallies, 
that they contented themſelves with only hindering 
Thrafimede: trom proſecuting his Voyage, and remained 


as Spectators of this Flight. 

The Lover of Elipfia ſeeing there was not the leaſt 
Hope of gaining Siracuſe, becauſe that if even he ſhould 
get the better of one, two, or three Veſſels, there would 


Rill remain a great W n ks... - 
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not to fall alive into the Enemies Hands, and alſo that 
they ſhould buy him at a dear Rate, continued to do 
Wonders incredible to thoſe who ſaw them not ; and, 
| heedleſs of himſelf, went on deftroying all that came 
within the Reach of his Arm, till in ſpite of the Valour 
of Hippias, and thoſe of his Galley, be boarded it ; then 
redoubling his Efforts, preſſed, Kill'd, threw down all 
in his Way, and ruſhing violently into the Galley, 
thinking to make it a bloody Theatre of his Revenge : 
But what an Object on a ſudden preſented itſelf to his 
Eyes ! Hippias, with his Sword in his Hand, repulſing 
with Intrepidity all who attempted to follow the Steps 
of his Enemy. To deſcribe what Thrafimede: felt at 
this Sight would be impoſſible ; nor is it to be gueſſed at, 
but by his Actions: So I ſhall only ſay, That deſtroying 
Weapon which had done ſo much Miſchief fell out of 
his Hand ; and advancing toward the Son of Piffratu;, 
Hippias, ſaid he, with a Sigh, ceaſe this uſcleſs Fight, 
fince I put myſelf into thy Power: I would have de- 
fended myſelf againſt all the reſt of the Athenians, but 
will not attempt to do it againſt thee. 
The Action and Words of this young Hero put a ſud- 
den Stop to the Rage of Hippias, as the Sight of him 
had done to that of Thrafimedes : His Soul was immediate- 
ly overwhelmed with Tenderneſs ; but looking on it as 
a Weakneſs which he ought to ſurmount, What, replied 
he, with as mach Fierceneſs, as he was able to aſſume, 
didſt thou then believe Hippias was fo degenerate from 
the Race whence he is deſcended, as to ſuffer an Aﬀront, - 
ſuch as thou haſt offered, to go unpuniſhed ? 
I hoped, interrupted Thrafimedes, that my Life would 
not have been purſued by him, who promiſed to die 
with 
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with me ; but Gnce I am deccived, Life without Love 
and Friendſhip is not worth my keeping : Satisfy then, 
Hippias, ſatisfy the Diftates of thy Rage ; firike, and 
deliver me from the cruel! Neceſſity of ſeeing my dear 
Elipfia ſnatched from me. 

While he was ſpeaking, Hippias, calling to mind 
the long Friendſhip that had been between them, the 
Sympathy of Soul that had united them to each other, 
and the many ſhining Qualities that had endeared him to 
the whole World ; and then ing on the Torments 
his Love prepared for him, he was ſo ſenſibly touched, 
that no longer able to conceal what paſſed in his Mind, 
he ran to him, and preſſed him to his Breaſt with all the 
Tranſports of unſeigned Affection, and fighing, What 
haſt thou done, unfortunate Thrafimedes ? ſaid he, and into 
what an Abyſs halt thou preciprated thyſelf ? 

My dear Hippias, replied Thrafimedes, you will ont 
Day know what it is to love, and to ceaſe to wonder at 
my Actions: You will then be fenfible that there is no 
Danger a Lover will not hazard, rather than ſubmit w loſe 
what he loves. While theſe-rwo young Warriors were thas 
entertaining each other, ſome of the Men belonging to 
Thrafimed-1 repeating the Name of Hippias ſeveral Times, 
the Leauriful and terrifed Elipfia heard it, and being in- 
formed of what had paſſed, obliged one of the Officers of 
her Lover o conduct her into the Galley of H n. Thre- 
fimedes turned pale at ſeeing her enter. She perceived it; 
and falliry on her Knees to her Brother, with Eyes all 
drowue 1: Tears, accoſted him in this Manner: 

I com* my Lord, ſaid ſte, to demand Pardon for this 
Criminal : — Take from him the Daughter of Pifgfrate;; 
but take not from him his Life : — Expoſe me alone to 
the juſt Rage of an offended Father: = Waſh away the 
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Aﬀeront offered to the Republick in my Blood : — Let fly 
on me all the Arrows of your Indignation ; but ſpare the 
unfortunate ; — It was my fatal Beauty made 
him guilty : — It was I who encouraged his unhappy Paſ- 
hon, and gave him ſuch Teſtimonies of mine, as made 
kim think he could not, without off:nding me, deſiſt from 
any Enterprize might gain me. 

Dear Hippias, cried Thrafimedes, interrupting her, give 
no Far to Words dictated by Grief and Fear ; liga is 
innocent: I deceived her into giving me a Promiſe of be- 
ing mine: She knew not of this Stratagem, till it was too 
late to prevent the Execution : —Obtain, therefore, I con- 
jure you, her Pardon from Pi{tratus, and I ſhall die 
contented. 

In the Name of all the Gods, my Lord, reſumed E/ipfia 
embracing the Knees of Hifpias, ſuffer not yourſelf to be 
impoſed upon by his Deſpair : — He thinks to die alone ; 
but all his Artifices ſhall not prevail ; — Since the Loſs of 
me muſt be his Death, the Moment that concludes his 
: Life, ſhall be the lait of mine: — For, in fine, my Lord, 
if it be true, that the Will ard mutual Inclination of two 
. Perſons are ſufficient to unit them beyond Separation, if a 
- thouſand Vows to which all the Gods have been called 
to Witneſs are regarded as inviolatle, the guilty Thraf- 
- medes is my Husband, and I ought to ſhare his Fate in 
- Life and Death. 

This generous Diſpute had ſomething in it ſo touching, 
and { fingular, that all who were preſent anſwered it with ( 
Tears, all the Time obſerving a profound Silence, every 
one mourned the Fate of the two Lovers. But Hippias yet 
more intereſled, was in the moſt cruel Uncertainty, not 
knowing how to reconcile what he owed to his Duty, 
with the tender Emotions of Nature and Friendſhip. He 

pauſed 
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more imprudent, than criminal ; but it is not in 
Power to defend Thrafimede: from the Rigour of 
Laws : It is not the Wrath of Pi{fratu alone that 
demands him ; it is the Orders of the Republick, af. 
fronted by this Attempt ; and I am obliged to bring 
you both back to Athens, and alſo to become the Ac- 


cuſer of my deareſt Friend. Thrafimedes, continued 
he, having yielded thyſelf to the Violence of thy Paſ- 
fon, thou oughteſt not chink it ſtrange, that I reſign 
every Thing to my Honour ; that mult be ſatisfied : I 
cannot diſpence with it, without rendering myſelf un- 
worthy to be called thy Friend, or the Son of Pra- 
tus : — But, added he, the Tears in ſpite of him now 
burſting from his Eyes, before they pronounce the Sen- 
tence of thy Death, I will let thee fee that Hippias 
deſerved not thou ſhouldeſt have taken fo little Care 
of his Glory. 

Do with me what you will, replied Thrafimedes, 
coldly : Do all you think your Duty as a Son, or a 
Republican of Athens, exatts from you. — My Soul 
is attached to Cl alone; and without her, deſire not 
Life : Then turning to thoſe of his own People, who 
were preſent, commanded them to obey the On ef 
the Son of Piiftratus. 

Hippias admiring his Conſtancy, and full of the 
moſt cruel Agitations on the cruel Task he was about 
to execute, allo gave Command to the Mariners to 
fieer their Courſe to Athens 3 where being arrived, 
made his Entrance at the Port of Pires, leſs like a 

| | Conqueror 
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Conqueror, than a Man overwhelm'd with the ſevereſſ 
Sorrow ; his Eyes caſt down, his Countenance ſad 
and dejeted, as well as of all the Officers and Sol- 
diers who attended him, involved the Minds of the 
Spectators in the utmoſt Confternation, and made them 
impatient till they came to the Place of the Tribunes, 


where alone they could be fatisfed of the Cauſe. 


Hippias made Elipfia ſtay in the Galley, not being 
being willing to preſent her to Piſfrats: in the firſt 
Emotions of his Rage, and deſcended from the Veſſel 
with Thrafimedes, followed by their common Friends. 
The People attentive to all their Motions, beheld with 
the greateſt Aſtoniſhment theſe two young Warriors; 
who the Moment before had fought with ſo implacable 
a Fury, now marchicg by the Side of each other, the 
Arm of Hippias over the Neck of Threſimedes, and that 
of Thraſimede; round the Waiſle of Hippias : The Son 
of Pififtratus in the moſt profound Melancholy, and 
the Lover of Ce with a Countenance ſerene, and 
an Air perſectiy undiſturbed, teſtifying neither Fear 
nor Diſdain, neither Fierceneſs nor Weakneſs. 

Not a Heart but iutereſled itfelf in the Fate of this 
Hero ; and all the People ran in Crowds after him to 
the Place of the Tribunes, where Piſifratus, adver- 
tied of his Arrival, had already taken his Place as an 
unpitying Judge. Hippi, putting himſelf in the Midiſt 
of this Multitude, and taking Thrafimedes by the Hand, 
preſented him to Piffratus, with theſe Words: My 
Lord, ſaid he, in a loud Voice, I bring before thee 
the Raviſher of Elia, not as a Fugitive, nor as my 
Priſoner, but as a generous Conqueror; who, ready to 
picrce my Bread, and bear off the Prize of his Victory, 
choſe to forego all the Hopes for which he ſcught, and 
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yield himſelf to Death, rather than ſtain his Hands in 
the Blood of Hippias : It is therefore to himſelf alone 
you owe the Power of revenging your violated Laws ; 
to the utmoſt Rigour of which he willingly delivers up 
himſelf, with a Greatneſs of Soul, no leſs than that 
with which he maintained a long and equalled Com- 
bat. 

I accuſe him, however, continued he, of the Rape 
of my Sifter ; and I demand Juſtice of the People, who 
| have the Right to be his Judges : But at the ſame Time 
that I Gatisfy my Duty, it is bu: jaſt I ſhould be allowed 
to ſatisfy what is owing to my Friendſhip : — Know 
then, ye People of Athens, you, who are to acquit or 
to condemn Thrafimede;, know that this Hero is the 
Husband of EA ; that they love each other with 
equal ArCour ; that the Sentence which decrees Th 
mede; to Death, condemns my Siſter alſo to the ſame 
Fate: They are reſolved to die for each other: I offer 
my own Head to fave them both ; and if that will not ſuſ- 
fice, have ſworn to die with Thrafimedes. Yes, Pipe, 
added he, addrefling himſelf to the General, expect 
to loſe in one Day a Daughter, a Son-in-law, and a 
Son: Athens a Maid who has been eſteemed its greateſt 
Ornament ; and the Republick two Men who would 
have welcomed Death with Pleaſure in its Service. 

Here he ceaſed to ſpeak ; and the People full of 
Admiration at this Adventure, cried out with one Voice, 
That they would not give Sentence ; that the General 
being the only Perſon offended, ought to puniſh or 
pardon ; that they loved Thraſimede: and Hippias, and 
would decree nothing againſt either of them. While 
the Multitude expreſſed themſelves in this Manner, 
Pifftratur, ſurprincd at the Accident, and more 3 
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little Care Thrafimedes took to defend himſelf, in ſpite 
of all his Severity, felt Bowels of Compaſſion for this 
illuſtrious Criminal: But reaſſuming as much as he was 
able his Reſentment, which was juſt ready to abandon 
him, and turning to Thraſimedes, It is left then to me, 
faid he, to revenge the Afﬀront that has been cſſered 
to me, and condemn thee to Death : But what, added 
he, is Life a Thing of fo little Conſequence, that thou 
didaineſt to employ one Word in its Defence ? When 
I addreſſed my Vows to the beautiful CH, anſwered 
he, with an Air of Majeſly which was peculiar to him, 
I flattered myſelf with the Hopes of thy Conſent : Thou 
haſt refuſed her to me three Time: I then took a Reſo- 
lution to bear her off by Force, and at the fame Time to 
die if I was prevented in that Deſign : Thou canfſt inflict 
no more upon me than I ſhould have done upon myſelf ;j — 
. 

ite | 

Theſe Words, and the Conſtancy and Intrepidity of 
this young Hero, entirely diſarm'd Pi{fratus of all his 
Rage and Auſterity ; and preſs'd by the People, who 
cried out every Moment for Pardon, he roſe from his 
Seat, and making a Sign with his Hand to impoſe Si- 
lence, I believe, laid he, that I ſhould render myſelf 
criminal to the Republick, if I ſhould deprive it of a 
Subject ſo worthy of her Service. He who can wait 
the Sentence of Death with ſuch a Fortitude, is well 
capable of daring it for the Service of his Country : 
Live then, brave Thraffmedes, continued he ; poſleſs 
Elia; and let her henceforth be the Tie to bind you 
to the Love and Duty owing from you to the publick 
Good : And may the Torch of Hymen, by its Purity, 
— Dee i an Senn, 


Galley, and aſſiſt him in infortging his charming Siſter 


* 
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The General had ſcarce finiſh'd theſe Words, when 
a thouſand Acclamations of Joy fll'd all the Air ; the 


Names of Thrafimedes and Eligha, repeated by the People 


of all Degrees and Ages, reſounded through every Put; 
the general Satisfaction was expreſ d by ſuch confuſed 
and violent Tranſports, that Hippias was a conſiderable 
Time before he could rejoin his Friend, who was ſepa- 
rated from him by the Crowd that preſſed upon him 
with their Congratulations. 

While he was thus ftruggling with the Multitude, 
Pififtratus deſcended from the Tribunal, and advanced 
toward Threfimedes, tenderly embraced him ; and then 
drawing him from the Crowd, rejoined Hippia: ; who by 
his Careſſes, and the Diſcourſe he had with his Father, 
ſufficiencly made known how much he was intereſted 
in the Fate of this dear Friend. As for Thrafimedes, his 
Happineſs appeared fo great, that he could ſcarce per- 
ſwade himſelf it was real: But always Maſter of bim- 
ſelf, he diſcovered no other Tranſports than ſuch as 
were agreeable to Wiſdom and Modeſty, paying his 
Acknowledgments to Piſgftratz:s, and thanking the 
People with a grateful, but not ſuppliant Air. 

The Athenians hearing of this happy Cataſtrophe, and 
that Cle was not yet diſembark'd, came in a fair 
Troop to the Port of Pirat, where the generous Hippias 
being arrived, obliged them to accompany him to his 


of the Felicity ſhe was going to enjoy. 

Much Time would doubtl:{s have been ſpent on Con- 
if Hippias had not thought it neceſſary 
ſhe ſhould haſten where Piſiſratus attended to forgive 
her : They therefore returned from the Galley, and were 
received at the Port with ſecond Acclamations, — 
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ferior to thoſe which ſucceeded the Pardon of Tae, 
and conducted, as in Triumph, to the General ; who 
advancing with her Lover, this amiable Maid threw her. 
ſelf at his Feet : He immediately raiſed her, and having 
tenderly embraced her, Let us forget, ſaid he, all former 
Cauſes of Complaint ; if you have offended me, it is 
now no longer in my Power to puniſh you, having given 
away all my Authority over you to Throſomedes: Dry 
therefore your Tears, Elipfia, continued he, and from 
my Hand receive him as your Husband. 

A ſcarlet Bluſh now covered all her lovely Face : She 
- caſt her Eyes upon the Ground, and had not the Courage 
to utter the leaſt Syllable. But if Thraſomedes had the 
Power to moderate his Joy in the Place of the T'ribunes, 
it was wholly impoſſible for him to do ſo in the Preſence 
of her he adored ; ard wholly unable to contain himſelf, 
he embraced ſometimes the Knees of Elipfia, then thoſe 
of Pififiratus, with ſuch unfeigned Marks of Love and 
Gratitude, that all the Severity of the General was 
compelled to recede, and permit him to partake the 
Satis faclion of this perſect Lover; who by his Fortunate 
Audacity reccived the Reward of his Paſſion a few Days 
after in the Temple of Neptune to the End that by the 
Sacrifice theſe two Lovers made of their Hearts: and 
Liberties, they might attone for the Violence offered 
to the Veſſel dedicated to his Service. 
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